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The Colors of Joy 
 
Recently, as I was leafing through a few of 
the magazines that we frequently find on 
our bookshelves and in community rooms, I 
was particularly struck by photos.  One 
image spoke to me more than others:  the 
radiant smile of a very poor child who held a 
piece of wood to her ear pretending that it 
was a cell phone.  What a happy child! 
I allowed myself to be caught up by a 
conviction that we frequently share and that 
could surprise us by its immediacy:  it is not 
things that make us happy.  It is not what 
we possess, not the most sophisticated toy, 
not even the security that favors tranquil 
dreams. 
Joy has the colors of a profound heart.  
“The person who wants what  she has is 
happy”, said St. Augustine, and it is difficult 
to contradict him! A person who accepts 
herself as she is, who knows how to sing 
her song in the depths, when circumstances 
are joyful, when they are sad, when they do 
not correspond to expectations, knows ever 
more spaces open to joy. 
In the work of Paul Claudel, The 
Annunciation to Mary, someone says to 
Violaine, the heroine who has contracted 
leprosy because she embraced a leper: 
“Violaine, how much you have suffered 
during these eight years!”  Her response?  
“But not in vain.  Many sufferings are 
consumed in the fire of a heart that burns.”  
For this reason they do not destroy  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
happiness, they do not take away the 
capacity to hope, to love, and even to smile.  
Joy is the fruit of loving and of being loved.  
More than anything else.  Joy and love are 
two terms that recall one another. 
For us it is especially the certainty of the 
love of God that makes us happy.  This is a 
certainty that accompanies believers of all 
times.  In the Bible there is an extraordinary 
collection of songs, the Psalms, which 
express in many ways the joy of believing 
and of looking at life as a gift, even in the 
most tragic moments.  
Pollyanna, the protagonist in Eleanor 
Porter’s celebrated novel, remembering her 
father, a Protestant minister, emphasized: 
“He would not have continued being a 
minister even for one day if there were not 
in the bible the verses of joy.  Papa called 
them this.  They are those that begin with 
‘Rejoice always’, ‘Sing hymns of joy ‘.  One 
day Papa was so sad that he set out to 
count them 
There are 800!  He said that if God took the 
trouble to exhort us 800 times to be happy, 
it must be important.” 
Always be happy…this is the will of God in 
Jesus Christ” (I Thess 5, 18).  For those 
who believe, joy is a daily way of life , not a 
dress for extraordinary circumstances.  
Certainly, it is one of the most credible and 
convincing testimonies for young people. 
And how much Don Bosco and Mary 
Domenica Mazzarello lived this and taught it 
in entrusting to us the commandment of 
joy…and in entrusting our Institute to Mary, 
the woman of the Magnificat.  
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DOSSIER 
 

The Pedagogy of Happiness 
 

Graziella Curti m.curti@cgfma.org 
 
Emilia Di Massimo delegata.tgs@fmairo.net 
 
According to experts, happiness means experiencing all that is beautiful in life. It is not merely 
an event of destiny, but the capacity to discover and to learn.  We must learn to be happy. 
It seems that Don Bosco had discerned this preferential way of joy and had created the 
suitable environment to travel it.  Happiness had a home at Valdocco and therefore all learned 
it from one another every day.  There one really enjoyed life with games, theater, the band, but 
especially because of the climate of family that favored encounter and friendship. The very 
way of sanctity consisted in being very cheerful. 
So it was at Mornese.  Mary Domenica and the first Sisters, notwithstanding the hardships and 
difficulties with the people, were always happy.  From the very beginning they practiced that 
commandment of joy that Maín left as an inheritance to her daughters.  
 

Three meters above heaven 
 
This is the title of a book and a movie that is 
a love story that have become the image of 
a young world, rich in dreams.  It is a work 
in which we hear and see likely stories 
where one can see self, but also that 
frequently nourishes only beautiful 
illusions.  The first “factory” of happiness is 
daily life, even though we have difficulty in 
believing this reality.  
Doing well whatever you do gives a feeling of 
well-being and joy.  Happiness is not in the 
future, it is a state of joy only in the present.  
Generally, however, our thoughts are occupied 
with the future or the past, almost never with 
the present; we wander in times that do not 
belong to us.  Happiness, for many, is a train  
that always arrives on the track of those who 
live near to us.  Learning to be happy today is, 
instead, discovering that after having made a 
long journey, happiness has been waiting for 
us at the door of  our own house. 
But who of us can say when he/she begins to 
be happy?  Usually happiness reaches us 
silently, during unexpected times of our 
existence and if we do not disturb ourselves 
with fears and anxieties, it remains with us.  
Hawthorne said: “Happiness is like a butterfly; 
you can follow it, but you never succeed in 
catching it, however, if you sit quietly, it might 
even rest on your shoulder.”  The miracle of 

happiness happens within us when love 
awakens in our life.  Only then do we become 
aware that each  human being has within self 
the sun, the moon the stars and that it happens 
only then that we rediscover “that” 
heaven…But when and how does this happen? 
If there were “happiness factories they would 
remind us that our first duty is that of making 
ourselves happy.  Only if a person is happy is 
he/she capable of making others close to them 
happy. 
Our founders taught this to generations of 
young people and to all adults who accompany 
them in life. 
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A letter, a dream 
 
May 10, 1884.  It is night in Rome.  Don 
Bosco, tired after an intense day. Wrote:  
“My dearest children in Jesus 
Christ…near or far, I always think of 
you. I have only one desire: to see you 
happy in time and in eternity.” 
 
The father of youth had a dream.  The song of 
the playground once again had invaded his 
rest.  The music of the oratory caressed his 
heart.  As in a flashback, he saw thousands of 
boys. “It was a lively scene”, he wrote, “one of 
movement and cheerfulness.  There were 
those to ran, jumped and made others 
jump…In one corner there were gathered a 
group of boys who were enchanted in listening 
to a priest telling a story.”  There were all those 
ingredients of the Salesian environment that 
would be born in every part of the world, in 
different cultures, but always with the 
characteristic of joy.  At that point, Don Bosco 
expressed his wonder:  “I was enchanted by 
this spectacle.”  But the dream had a contrast.  
The oratory today seemed to infiltrate that of 
yesteryear.  The old had presented a 
disappointing reality.  The playgrounds were 
almost deserted.  The young people were 
alone, leaning lazily on the pillars.  There were 
suspicious and malicious glances.  
It was at this point that Don Bosco took up his 
pen.  He did not usually theorize on 
pedagogical criteria.  He did not love ideas on 
paper, but preferred those that were 
incarnated.  Now, however, he felt the desire to 
communicate to all, to his sons who would 
come, to those of the present, that education is 
a matter of the heart, that they needed to love 
the young, but in such a way that they knew 
they were loved.  
Already ages and tired, worn out by struggle , 
he found impassioned expressions to convince 
educators and young people to take up their 
share, to believe in that pedagogy of happiness 
that colored their educational work.  And he 
concluded the letter with a desire that became 
a prayer:  “May the days of the old oratory 
return, the days of affection and confidence, 
the days of open hearts, the days of true 
happiness for all.” 

 
 

The house of joy 
 
At Mornese, as at Valdocco, one breathed 
joy.  We learn from the Cronaca that there 
was a climate of freedom and of well-being 
that referred also to corporeality, to 
expressive vivacity to which there were no 
limits except those of morality.  
And then, when a girl could not stay still in her 
seat. Mother Mazzarello would send her for a 
run in the vineyard.  When another showed 
signs of hunger, (because food was scarce) 
she offered her a snack of bread and cheese.  
When there was no food left in the house, Mary 
Domenica organized an outing to the nearby 
woods where they gathered chestnuts and 
roasted them to calm hunger pangs. 
What was important was to maintain that 
climate of joy, which is made up of many 
components, especially that which was 
fundamental, “feeling good in your own skin”. 
For the same reason, even the deepest 
relationships, the most difficult 
communications, like that of a difficult 
obedience, were frequently mediated through 
games.  While they hid behind the well, it was 
easier to say yes to a detachment, to receive a 
correction on one’s way of acting.  
And always, in that house of the love of God, 
there echoed the refrain of Mary Domenica, the 
recommendation to be cheerful.  Because 
cheerfulness checked egoism in melancholy, in 
useless sadness, self love.  So it was in the 
letters.  The theme of joy ran through her 
writings that were rich in images and of life.   
Julia Paola di Nicola, an anthropology scholar, 
in writing of Mother Mazzarello’s letters notes:  
“ The letters communicate a love of God that 
was not distinct from the love and respect for 
the integrity of the person, in  her 
preoccupation for the state of  the person’s 
physical, spiritual and psychological health, 
summarized precisely in that constant 
recommendation to be cheerful, a term that  
features the state of grace of the children of 
God”  She adds: “This holy cheerfulness in 
which fraternal love is nourished by the serene 
awareness of being continually in God’s 
presence and under the sweet glance of Virgin 
as Mother Enrichetta Sorbone emphasized, 
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had impressed in all the girls the remembrance 
of Mornese as ‘an environment of Paradise’”. 
 
The yellow umbrella 
 
Valdocco, Mornese...at times they are present 
in each of us as nostalgia.  They create within 
a desire “to be” and to live in that way.  At other 
times, they seem to us to be a dream of happy 
islands where we will never land.  Is this true?  
Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello lived 
moments of discouragement and of failure, 
tempestuous times within the heart, however, 
they always remained anchored to Him who 
was and remained their happiness.  In a 
metaphoric manner, the Rector Major told us:  
“They had a yellow umbrella”...and this 
emerged among the many “black umbrellas” 
that frequently threatened the horizon...The 
yellow umbrella was entrusted to us by our 
Saints and it is our commitment to give it to 
others so that it may bring the “beautiful 
stability” wherever they are found.  How can 
we bring about such a challenging 
entrustment? 
The young people question us on the 
authenticity of our happiness, they scrutinize 
us in the daily and historical events of 
dreariness and sadness, and they ask us to 
emerge with a “yellow umbrella that holds its 
secret not in possessing, but in giving.  In the 
measure in which we become capable of giving 
happiness we make ourselves happy. 
Arthur Schopenhauer wrote: “To know how 
much happiness a person can receive in life, it 
is enough to know how much they can give.”  
The gift of one’s self, however, is often sown in 
tears; it is the death of the “kernel of wheat” 
and is, at the same time, sweetness and joy.  
This is realized if we conserve the fervor of 
spirit, the light that warms us within and gives 
us inner enthusiasm that no one can ever 
extinguish. And this is the great joy of our 
committed lives, our “yellow umbrella” that the 
young people can receive in times of anguish 
and in times of hope.  Today more than ever 
our recipients (and not only they) need to 
receive the proclamation of the Good News not 
from sad and discouraged evangelizers who 
are impatient and discouraged, but from 
persons who have in their heart the experience 

and joy of the encounter with the Resurrected 
Christ. 
Under a “black umbrella” a face is sullen and 
sad.  How many faces of our young people do 
we meet in this way?  Yet, they want to be 
happy, but the happiness they seek is 
frequently fragile and threatened.  It has been 
proven statistically that one of the causes of 
suicide in young people comes from the 
impossibility of being happy.  This reality 
makes us mature more deeply in the 
awareness that the most convincing witness to 
the Annunciation is our joy.  
Our happiness should baffle people not 
because it is opposed to sadness…that would 
be a contradiction with Him who embraced 
suffering and who, “in exchange for the joy 
placed before Him, submitted to the Cross, 
despising the ignominy…” (Heb 12, 2).  The 
happiness that is ours is not founded on the 
exclusion of sadness or on its negation.  Our 
yellow umbrella opens and shields us from the 
beating, constant rain…Frequently we believe 
that joy is the opposite of sadness and vice 
versa. In reality, that which is contrary to 
happiness, of having hardness of heart, is an 
inner universe deprived of sentiment and of 
emotions.  True unhappiness lies in not loving 
and not being loved. 
St. Augustine teaches us that “The person who 
wants what he has is happy”, i.e., who accepts 
his/her life as it is.  God gives us what is 
necessary for a happy life as shown by the 
yellow umbrella.  It is up to us to utilize this 
potential, this talent for our happiness or 
unhappiness.  The life of each person is the 
best and happiest for us, if we accept it from 
His hands. 
Here is some advice for those who love to be 
happy, and to have a yellow umbrella to open 
and to give:  
“Judge your garden by the flowers and not by 
the leaves that fall; 
Judge your days by the happy hours and do 
not stop at sad times. 
Judge the night by the stars, not by the 
shadows. 
Judge your life by smiles, not by tears. 
And with joy for all your life, judge your age by 
your friends, not by years.”   
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God wants us to be happy 
 
For the liturgy of the feast of Don Bosco 
there was chosen, among others, a 
selection from the letter of Paul to the 
Philippians that is a hymn to joy.  From the 
very beginning, the apostle opens the door 
to happiness with an exultant invitation: 
“Brothers and Sisters, rejoice in the Lord 
always…I say it again, rejoice.” 
 
Further on, as though to confirm an opening of 
great horizons, to the very human 
anthropological, which Don Bosco fully 
adopted in his houses, the radius broadens 
360 degrees the thoughts of one who would 
follow Jesus.   
“In conclusion” he adds, “all that is true, noble, 
just, pure, amiable, honored, that which is 
virtue, is worthy of praise, let all this be the 
object of your thoughts.” 
 Don Bosco and Mary Mazzarello took this 
appeal to the letter.  At Valdocco and at 
Mornese nothing that was good, beautiful and 
true was excluded.  Daily life was the true 
home of meaning, the training ground where 
celebration, study, prayer and relationships 
were integrated.  They formed good Christians 
and honest citizens through the application of 
the Preventive System, an educational method 
and a spirituality. 

 the mysterious and sacred logic of the 
Incarnation that involved Father, Son and Spirit 
is light for that spirituality that is perfumed with 
concrete, educational action in favor of the 
poor.  It makes us call the boys and girls by 
name, as in a true family, where the word 
whispered in the ear becomes an expression of 
affection, recognition of a personal, profound 
world, one that desires loving kindness.  It is a 
pedagogy of happiness that does not exclude, 
conquers peasant prejudices, the dance at 
carnival time with the sound of the concertina 
for those who draw close to life and love.  In 
short, it is an integral education that sees in joy 
the necessary ingredient for a healthy journey 
of maturity. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The flowering cross 
 
Both Don Bosco and Mary Domenica Mazzarello proposed a true and proper pedagogy of 
happiness and of love, witnessing to the joy of living an existence characterized by faith, 
optimism and hope, notwithstanding suffering.  
This conviction is expressed in the Guidelines of the Educational Mission of the FMA, which we all 
have at hand and which we seek to translate into the time and place where we are called to live.   
The reality of the cross, of suffering is always present in each life.  This cannot be ignored.  The 
existence of the Christian is marked by the Paschal Mystery, the salvific event of Jesus who died and 
rose.  It is precisely from this event that there flows the hope of a flowering cross, i.e., the “all things 
work together for the good of one who loves God.”  From this there comes the possibility of a 
”believing reading of reality.” 
The reality of Salesian Pedagogy, as at Don Bosco’s time, does not ignore the problems, but calls 
them by name and places at the side of the young people on their daily journey where one meets the 
many poverties that today, as yesterday, constitute the cross.  They are crosses with different names, 
crosses that come from the new challenges, like the disintegration of the family, terrorist attacks, 
pandemics, unemployment, trafficking in human beings, running after consumerism and other wounds 
present everywhere in the world.  
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The crudeness of this impact could be mitigated by caring, by the companionship given to the younger 
generations by adults who truly love them and help them to know the experience of being loved.  They 
help them to have the experience of happiness, because as Simone Weil said: “Nothing else more 
than joy, when it is pure, is enough to render us pure and wise” and this is the goal of education.  And 
further on, “A soul is strong in proportion to its capacity to rejoice”.    
We find the confirmation in a diary page written by Roger Schultz, prior of Taizé, a true parable of 
redemption for the young people of the world: “Happiness is there, within your reach.  But you have to 
look for it because it is fleeting.  It is found in the vigilance and capacity of wonder.  At times it seems 
that happiness disappears for a long, long time. Yet, it is present in the meeting of a glance.  It is 
present, very close, when a person loves without worrying too much about if he/she is loved in return.  
And if, as a result, a person feels loved by many, he/she should know an unspeakable happiness… 
 

 
 

The Circle of the 99  
Once upon a time there was a very sad king who had a very happy servant who always had a 
smile on is face.  “Page”, the king asked him one day, “what is the secret of your happiness?”  
I have no secret.  I just don’t have any reason to be sad.  I love my wife and children, I have 
work and I do not lack anything.” 
The king then called the wisest of his counselors:  “I want the secret of the happiness of that 
page.” 
“You cannot understand the secret of his happiness, but if you want, you can steal it from 
him.” 
“How?” 
“By making the page enter into the circle of the 99.” 
“What does that mean?” 
“Do what I tell you.” 
 Following the indications of his counselor, the king prepared a purse that contained 99 gold 
pieces and gave it to the page as a gift.  The page had never seen so much money and began 
to count it: ten, twenty, thirty, forty…ninety-nine. 
Disappointed, he sat looking at the table, seeking to find the missing coin. 
He looked all over, trying to find the hundredth coin. 
“Ninety-nine coins are a lot of money, but I’m missing one.” 
His face was no longer the same.  Instead of a smile, he had a sad, irritated look. 
The page had entered into the circle of the ninety-nine. 
Not too long after, the king let him go.  It was not pleasant to have a page who  
was always in a bad mood. (Taken from  Bruno Ferrero) 
 
For further study 
 

Our life and happiness 
At the end of a reflection on the Beatitudes, Cardinal Martini proposed a few questions to himself and to those 
listening to him.  They could also be good for us at the conclusion of this dossier:  
 
- Is joy the dominating note in my life?  Do I consider myself happy, am I content?   In other words, do I live 

the Beatitudes, or rather is  the timbre of my days sadness, bitterness,  dreariness, negligence, acting for the 
sake of acting, a ho- hum existence… 

- Are we capable of taking a chance on the future? 
      It is clear that the Beatitudes promise without always assuring for today.  
       Almost  all the verbs are in the future tense:  The afflicted with be consoled, the   meek with inherit    the 
earth, the hungry will be satisfied, the merciful will find mercy, the pure of heart will see God. 

Actually, the Beatitudes operate from now, and there are those that are in the present tense… Nevertheless, 
the Beatitudes (happiness) belongs to those who know how to wait.  
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MARY 

 

THE “FIAT” OF MARY OF NAZARETH, BEGINNING OF THE NEW COVENANT  

 

The theme of “Covenant” runs through the 

entire complex of Sacred Scripture, from the 

Garden of Eden to the heavenly Jerusalem.  

Att its root, it expresses the ardent desire of 

God who wants to be “with us”, with the whole 

world, in a relationship of free and gratuitous 

love. This intimate communion of the Lord with 

us “saves” our life, “educates” it, and therefore 

renders it harmonious, beautiful, and happy.    

Already at the dawn of creation the Lord God 
sealed the covenant with the humanity of the 
origins summed up in Adam and Eve (Gen 2-
3).  God responded to the spreading sin in the 
prehistory of the word with a commitment 
toward Noah (Gen 9, 8-17), then toward 
Abraham (Gen 15, 1-25; 17, 1-26).  There 
followed in order of time the Covenant on Sinai 
with the whole people of Israel (Ex 19-24).  He 
further made an unconditional promise of the 
Eternal toward King David and his house (2 
Sam 7, 11-16; 23, 5; Ps 89, 4-5.21-38).  To the 
repeated apostasies of Israel, God confirmed 
his fidelity with the prospect of a “new 
covenant” (Jer 31-31-34), that would have its 
perfect fulfillment in the “blood” of Christ (Mk 
14, 20; 20, 28).  And when the sacred history 
would conclude with the coming of a new 
heaven and a new earth (Apostles 21, 1), the 
New Jerusalem-the “paradise of God and the 
new Eden (Apostles 2, 7)-would shine forth like 
the dwelling place of God with mankind.  He 
would dwell among them and they would be 
His people and He would be the “God with 
them” (Apostles 21, 2-3).In the judgment of 
several biblical scholars, the Covenant seems 
to be the category that best globalizes the 
scene of the Annunciation in all its totality (Lk 
1, 26-38) Mary’s vocation profoundly regards 
the New Covenant that God wants to seal with 
His people; she is the woman called to serve 
this design by becoming the mother of the Son  

 

of God.  With the Incarnation, God is not only 
“with us”, but is “one of us” (cfr Phil 2, 6-8). The 
Son of the Most High (Lk 1, 32) comes down to 
become the son of Mary (Mk 6, 3), the boy of 
the carpenter of Nazareth (Mt 13, 55), “the man 
who is called Jesus” (Jn 9, 11).   

Here the Covenant reaches its peak.  She is 

the disconcerting “news”.  Who would ever 

have been able to image a similar folly of love? 

There is a surprising fact.  The proclamation of 

the angel to Mary (Lk 1, 26-38), considered at 

the rising moment of the New Covenant, has a 

notable consonance in the ratification of the 

Ancient (or First) Covenant, that came on the 

heights of Mount Sinai (Ex 19, 3-8).  We see 

the two sides of the theme enunciated here.  

 

FROM ISRAEL TO SINAI 

 

The Covenant concluded on Sinai had three 

actors:  God, Moses and the people.  More 

clearly, God, through Moses His 

spokesperson, manifested  to Israel His will to 

form a very special relationship with it (Ex 19,3-

6); and the people, instructed 

The Covenant concluded on Sinai had three 

actors:  God, Moses and the people.  More 

clearly, God, through Moses His 

spokesperson, manifested  to Israel His will to 

form a very special relationship with it (Ex 19,3-

6); and the people, instructed by Moses (Ex 

19,7) gives its response to God, unanimously 

exclaiming “We will do what the Lord has said” 

(Ex 19,8a). And Moses returned to the Lord to 

tell Him the words of the people (Ex 19,8b); 
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these are memorable words throughout the 

whole spirituality of Israel! 

Gradually, as the history of salvation wound its 

way through the various phases of the Old 

Testament, the Covenant as such, or some of 

the major commitments that came from it, were 

renewed.  The ritual of these celebrations 

repeated the scheme of what happened on 

Mount Sinai.  If on Sinai there was Moses who 

spoke in the name of God, now there is a 

mediator on the scene who addresses the 

assembly in the name of the Lord.   This 

mediator could be a king, Joshua (2 Kings 23, 

1-3), Asa (2CHR 15, 9-15); a leader of the 

people, Joshua (Joshua 1, 1-18; 24, 1-28), 

Nehemiah (Ne 5, 1-13), Simon Maccabee (1 

Mac 13, 1-9); or a priest, Esdra (Esd 10, 10-12; 

Ne 9-10). 

Similar to what Moses did on Sinai, the 

function of mediator remains that of recalling 

and clarifying the will of God founded on the 

Covenant.  It became necessary to raise up at 

every moment a more vivid awareness of the 

commitments assumed as people of God.  

Therefore these formulae were enriched at 

times in an exchange of lively witticisms 

between the mediator and the assembly   or 

vice versa.  This is what we see in the case of 

Joshua (Joshua 24, 1-28), Esdra (Esd 10, 10-

17), Nehemiah (Ne 5, 8-13) ... 

 On Sinai the people manifested their own 

consensus saying: “We will do what the Lord 

has said” (Ex 19, 8; 24, 3.7).  In the scenes of 

the renewal of the Covenant, the people were 

concerned with their own fidelity to the Lord 

with formulae that were identical in substance: 

“We will do as you say (We will act according 

to your word)” (Esd 10, 12; Ne 5, 12; 1 Mac 13, 

9). 

In the now proximate time of the New 

Testament, “the day of the assembly” on Sinai 

(Deut 4,10) it had become the ideal paradigm 

for the community of Israel, the awaited 

Messiah, the new Moses would have 

presented it to the Lord, renewed from within,  

The primitive  “fiat” of Sinai-say the prophets-

echoed in the mind and heart of every true 

Israelite, as a nostalgic refrain to the “days of 

your youth” (Hosea 2, 17; cf.Ez 16, 8).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philo of Alexandria dedicated a memorable 

page pervaded by intense feeling to this.  In 

the monastic community environment)  of 

Qumràn (flourishing even during Jesus’ time) 

they hoped that at the coming of the Messiah 

the people would renew that same  obedience 

expressed in ancient Israel on Sinai in meeting 

with Moses (manuscript from the fourth grotto 

“Witness”).  The “targum”, (i.e., the Aramaic 

version of the Hebrew Old Testament) states 

that Israel spoke its act of faith “with heart 

sincere-integral-perfect”, with one sole heart” 

(an undivided heart, vowed exclusively to the 

Lord) “with a good heart”, “with love”. It is an 

impressive fact that the rabbinical literature is 

dotted with colorful references to that 

abandonment to faith that constituted the 

irreversible merit of Israel. 

 

FROM SINAI TO NAZARETH 

 

In continuation of what happened on Sinai, 

even at Nazareth there were also three actors:  
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God, the angel  Gabriel and Mary.  God, 

through the angel his spokesperson (new 

Moses) made known to Mary the plan of the 

New Covenant, which consisted precisely in 

the incarnation of His Son (Lk 1, 26-37).  So it 

was that He showed that he was mindful of 

“His holy covenant” (Lk 1, 72), i.e., of the 

promise made to Abraham and his 

descendents, to the fathers of the chosen 

people (Lk 1, 73.55). 

In the dynamism of the conversation between 

Mary and the angel there is revived the style of 

faith typical to the people of Israel, in the 

framework of the Covenant.  In effect, we see 

the angel speak three times “Rejoice, O full of 

grace…” (Lk 1, 28)…”Fear not, Mary…” (Vv. 

30-33)... “the Holy Spirit will overshadow you...” 

(Vv. 35-37). And to each of the three 

interventions of the angel, we see Mary’s 

corresponding behavior, coming in three 

progressive moments.  At the first, she 

“...remained disturbed and asked the meaning 

of this greeting” (v.29).  Then she offered and 

objection: “How can this be?  I do not know  

man” (v.34).  This question is equal to a 

request for further illumination to better 

understand in what way she could collaborate 

in the divine plan.  While in fact she cultivated 

an aspiration toward virginity, the angel 

announced to her a plan for maternity.  Finally, 

after the decisive revelation of the angel on the 

intervention of the Holy Spirit that would make 

the impossible possible, (vv 35-37) Mary gave 

her consent: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  

May it be done unto me (fiat) according to your 

word” (v.38). 

 

The “fiat” of the Virgin, we note, is modeled on 

that so often expressed by Israel, its people, in 

the sector of the Covenant (“We will serve the 

Lord our God…We will act according to His 

word”).  Mary is the “Daughter of Sion”, and the 

personification of all Israel.  The dynamic faith 

of Israel becomes the wise faith of Mary, 

favored by the Holy Spirit.  

In the Sunday homily for the Angelus prayer on 

July 3, 1983, John Paul II outlines the contact 

between the “yes” of Israel at Sinai and the 

“yes” of Mary in Nazareth.  And he concluded 

exhorting: “Let us ask the Virgin to make the 

“fiat” of our Baptism always illumined and 

generous, and let us renew it in the daily 

commitment of our witness to faith.  We will 

thus worthily live our Covenant with the Lord in 

His Church, heart of the world”.  
      

  Aristide Serra  
   Professor of biblical exegesis 

at the Pont.Facoltà Teologica 

 “Marianum” Roma 
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Arianna’s Line 

 

Beyond Frustration 
A time of promise and of uneasiness 
 

From the last report of IARD – a group that 
dedicates itself to the analysis of youth 
conditions- there emerges a photograph of 
the problematic treatment of relationships 
among today’s young people.  They speak 
of a generation of frustrated young people, 
without a life plan, lacking in trust of 
institutions, especially schools, in the 
strength of order, politics and banks.  They 
prefer restricted socialization rather than 
associative commitment; they are resistant 
to making long-term choices and look at 
the future in a discouraged manner. 
The reference is primarily to young Italians, 
but the panorama includes many other 
contests in the globalized world. 
We believe in young people and in their 
great potential and we feel provoked by 
this panorama that places adults and 
institutions, and even the Church on trial. 
The season of discouragement does not 
touch only the young people.  Many adults 
suffer this uneasiness.  The times in which 
we live, with its many opportunities, has 
been defined as odd.  “This is a time in 
which we see great capacity and 
enthusiasm, like that opened by trust in the 
potential of research and technological 
applications.  We are in condition to see 
more or less, but our sensitivity, having 
become “hypersensitive” in all senses, is 
discovered also as being too 
vulnerable…Behind the façade of so much 
strength and security, there are too many 
dramas of inferiority, dependence and 
solitude, meanness and egoism, sterility!” 
(A.Sabatini).  
Many people today feel frustrated and have 
the perception of not being able to reach 
what they dream and desire! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As persons and as community we live 
within the reality and history of today.  We 
live in a favorable time, as the letter of 
convocation for GC XXII tells us, but we 
also see the contradictions linked to the 
standards of cultural ambiguity in our 
society and to the unjust life conditions of 
so many people.  We measure the 
inequality between the ideals for which we 
spend our energies and the scarcity of 
results that are slow in coming or, 
apparently, will never come. 
We have the experience of this at all ages.  
The young Sisters are aware of it with 
particular discomfort. Those more along in 
years at times experience a sense of 
impotence or of exclusion from activities.    
A mark of subtle frustration also winds its 
way through many of our environments.  It 
is not always expressed.  In some cases, it 
is camouflaged by comparison with other 
times, other possibilities or by a critical 
comment on the present.  
 
A reality with many faces  
 
Frustration is the lack of gratification of a 
desire, the impediment of the satisfaction 
of a need.  The person lives in a painful 
psychological state in the face of an 
obstacle or a blockage that inhibits 
reaching a goal which one strongly desires.  
The existential conflict that it brings about 
touches every person from the earliest 
phases of existence.  There are many 
factors that lead to frustration.  From those 
physical, linked to primary needs of 
maintaining a state of well-being which is 
not always reachable, to social factors 
connected to living with other persons and 
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the rules that derive from it, necessary for 
the good functioning of the social group or 
connected to arbitrary decisions of persons 
in authority or political regimes, to personal 
factors on many levels: biological, 
psychological, social. 
Individual differences make the sense of 
frustration more or less serious and 
suffered:  we become aware of an 
experience of lack of gratification or of 
some need that could be perceived by a 
person as disagreeable or humiliating, 
while for others it might be stimulating or 
actually a source of humor. 
In our daily existence we become aware 
that what makes the difference is personal 
reaction to frustration.  We may actively 
oppose the obstacle and according to how 
strong our motivation, so much the more 
will we persist in reaching the fixed goal 
from which we feel impeded.  Or, we could 

passively subject ourselves and recur to 
compensatory forms, thus provoking 
damage to our sense of self, or simply 
resign ourselves to the situation.  In some 
cases we could react aggressively, arriving 
also at uncontrolled expressions that are 
disproportionate, in situations in which a 
series of accumulated frustrations unleash 
reaction that a single event would not have 
done.   
The aggressive reaction could be directed 
to the external, toward persons or things, 
or toward ourselves to the point of straying 
into self-punishing manifestations that 
could also be serious.  
Frequently frustration stimulates 
intelligence, activates behavior, guides 
toward creative and enterprising choices, 
and intensifies cooperation with those who 
live in the same situation. 
 

There are also inadequate reactions that 
attack the strength of the I and provoke 
defensive forms that damage inner 
serenity.  Then the so-called “defense 
mechanisms” spring forth and these could 
degenerate into neurological pathologies.   
Some scholars list them in great quantity, 
from 10-35 forms, with various 
expressions: rationalizing, evasion, 
compensation, reactive formation, isolation, 
projection, repression, regression, fixation 
and others. 
Sublimation is a “mature” defense in which 
the motivational energy, finding it 
impossible to reach its scope, is employed 
in other objectives of social, scientific, 
creative or spiritual value.  Sublimation is a 
complex reaction that is not applied merely 
to one occasion, but becomes an important 
construction in the life of a person, to the 
point of determining choices. 
Even humor, to which one recurs to 
express sentiments and thought without 
personal discomfort or displeasing effects 
for others could be a suitable way to react 
to frustration. 

 
 
Clinging to trust  
If you knew that you would die today 
and would see the face of God and love 
would you change? 
If you knew that love  
could  create a breach in your heart 
when you have really touched bottom 
would you change? 
 
These simple verses from singer-composer 
Tracy Chapman could outline the situation 
of one who experiences the emptiness of 
frustration and, plunging into an abyss, no 
longer has either the desire or the strength 
to pull herself out. In such circumstances 
one thing could be decisive: seek to grasp 
a hand that is offered. Open yourself to 
hope and to trust.  Even though sometimes 
it may seem that there is no hand ready to 
be extended toward the one who is down.  
It may happens that some pass by quickly, 
without  taking into account the person who 
needs a gesture, a word, and a smile, a bit 
of our time.  And frequently, even the 
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person who has fallen no longer has any 
desire to grasp a hand and rise. 
In the Hasidic culture there is an interesting 
emphasis that recalls one to the Book of 
Exodus where it is written: ”Pure olive oil, 
from the oil press, to give light” (27,20).  
There was a need to be crushed and 
pressed, not to remain on the ground, but 
to give light!  A liturgical norm of the holy 
book fixed the quality of the oil of the lamp 
that burned before the ark of the covenant 
in the sanctuary .  So that the oil would be 
pure, it was necessary that the olives were 
crushed and squeezed in the press.  So it 
is for the believer, subjected to bitter trials 
in life, frequently isolated and marginalized, 
crushed under the weight of suffering, the 
price of his/her fidelity.  We could say that 
the person is frustrated on many sides.  
But it is through this inner “grinding” that 
there shines forth purity, strength ,and 
intensity of the person’s witness to light.  
When a person  is crushed and  broken, 
they can run the risk of touching the bottom 
of discouragement and even desperation.  
But if the faithful person clings tight to trust 
and knows that the sorrow-as the Lord 
Jesus has taught us-could be fruitful and 
illuminating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beyond frustration 
 
Each person has inner reserves and 
strategies for facing frustrations and 
problems in life.  There are those  simple, 
practical adjustments that could light up joy 
and light in moments of darkness. I indicate 
them in no particular order.  They are small 
stars that could give light in the firmament 
of each day.  
 
 
* Being happy is a mental attitude and 
does not depend on things or on their 
success.   Courageously face today and do 
not allow difficulties to disturb the 
foundation of your serenity.  Tomorrow 
could be better than today.  
* Do not run after things that are too great: 
great words, great sentiments, myths, 
momentary enthusiasm.  Stay close to the 
things that keep you company day after 
day and can open you to vast horizons.  
* Remember that you are worth much more 
than what you do:  God loves you for what 
you are.  He sees you as a unique 
masterpiece.  Doesn’t this truth make you 
want to jump for joy?  
Do not depend on others, on their way of 
thinking, on their evaluation.  Listen to all, 
but have you own credo ,rooted convictions 
that are non-negotiable.  
* If you meet with difficulties, with 
obstacles, you could give them meaning; if 
you do not meet with them you could find 
meaning in this.  Then all could have 
meaning! 
* Discipline your emotional life.  Learn to 
substitute negative thoughts with positive 
ones.  You are your own author, not others 
* You have many reasons to say the 
following : sing and walk ! 
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The Lamp 
 
Mary’s Heart, Martha’s Hands 
Graziella Curti 
m.curti@cgfma.org 

 
When Cardinal Gabriel Maria Garrone, 
friend of our Institute, read the letters of 
Maria Domenica Mazzarello for the first 
time, he wrote a few reflections that have 
remained as the preface in various editions 
of the collection.  “Never before as in this 
case has the work ‘spirituality’ been so 
inadequate”, he wrote” to express that 
palpitating life that did not know what to do 
with formulae, but that touched the heart 
with each of her words.”  And he added 
“One could almost be induced to believe 
that all this did not constitute an original 
spirituality...” and instead “…these letters 
help us to clearly understand what 
tempered her spiritual maternity, when God 
inspired it.  She did not present a 
discourse, did not reason it out, but rather 
lived and communicated life.” 
It is precisely in everyday life that Salesian 
spirituality is expressed. 
Daily life with it times of prayer and action, 
but without fractures, gathered together by 
a mystical glance that did not distinguish 
between the heart of Mary and the hands of 
Martha. 
Mother Ersilia Crugnola, a Daughter of Mary 
Help of Christians (and we choose from 
among many) who knew how to join the 
highest manifestations of inner life with 
multiple and serious commitments.  From 
her diary we can see the journey of a 
contemplative in action. 
 
To see God 
Ersilia Crugnola, missionary in a land of 
revolution and sacrifice, notwithstanding a life 
of prodigious activity and great responsibility, 
succeeded in dwelling in uninterrupted 
communion with God.  Sr. Lina Dalcerri, in 
writing her biography entitled it “A 
Contemplative in Action”.  
When she made her missionary request, she 
was assigned to Mexico as a first destination.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She arrived there in 1922.  From there, only 
four years later, because of the religious 
persecution, she left for Cuba where she 
succeeded in combining times of intense 
prayer (that was at times misunderstood) with 
hard work in an ill-famed suburb of the city of 
Camagüey.  She was named animator of the 
community and after six years was transferred 
to La Habana.  During this time, rich in joy but 
also sorrow, she wrote: “The chalice is 
overflowing with bitterness.  How painful 
human misunderstanding can be!”  But she 
added: “I feel joyful in suffering sorrow, but 
suffer inexpressibly in the face of failings that 
destroy religious spirit.” 
In 1941, there was another exodus.  She was 
named provincial of Mexico.  The storm of 
persecution that passed through that nation 
upset everything.  It was necessary to begin 
the work of reconstruction of the houses, but 
especially of the spirit.  She had to travel, to 
face difficult decisions: “The difficult cross that I 
bear”, she said, “”leads all to the Good God.  At 
times there arise mountains of difficulty and, 
without my seeing how, at one point, they 
disappear.” 
Though living such a busy , intense life, she 
never stopped her peaceful conversation with 
the Lord: “Thank God I continue tranquilly, with 
a peace that is so profound that it seems to me 
it cannot be reached by anything on earth.  The 
spiritual life is becoming so simplified in such a 
way that with one sole glance one embraces 
everything; there is neither deception nor 
retreat.  It is so simple to go to God, to live only 
for Him, to place our happiness in Him alone!” 
 (Mexico October 22, 1952). 
 
 
On the path of Abraham 
In 1959 after 18 years of intense work in her 
beloved Mexican Province, she was destined 
for Cuba where another hour of torment 
awaited her.  In May of 1961 the religious 
houses were seized and Mother Ersilia, under 
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the weight of responsibility had to work to 
gather the Sisters, to leave the island, and to 
go from the communities to different Nations.  
It was a true Diaspora.  After various painful 
events they established the provincial 
headquarters in Santo Domingo in the Antilles.  
From here, after nine years of painful civil wars 
and various preoccupations, she advanced 
toward a new frontier.  One last detachment 
brought her back to Mexico, to the house of 
repose at Puebla.  There she continued to live 
in the Trinitarian dwelling place, aware of that 
mysterious inhabitation that never abandons 
one in solitude.  “The soul that is deified”, she 
wrote, “never distances itself from God. If the 
duties of her state require it, she abandons 
herself to incredible activity, but in the depths 
of her being, at the center, she feels that she is 
permanently in the divine company of the Most 
Holy Trinity that will not abandon her even for a 
second.  Martha and Mary are fused in her in 
such an ineffable manner that the prodigious 
activity of Martha absolutely never 
compromises the quiet and peace of Mary.  So 
it is that the soul remains day and night at the 
feet of the Divine Master in silent, adoring 
contemplation” (January 10, 1967). 
 
  
Let us seek, therefore, to work in that spirit 
of apostolic charity that urges us to  the 
total gift of self and render the action itself 
an authentic encounter with the Lord. 
(from the Rule of Life n. 48). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SMS 
 

The FMA is a religious in whom the active 
life and the life of contemplation move 
along side by side.  (Constitutions 1885). 
 
Authentic contemplation that flows from the 
flame of infused love necessarily leads to 
action.  Action and contemplation are 
united and become one sole thing. 
(Spirituality scholar). 
 
The more the soul advances in this prayer 
(of perfect union) and is inundated by 
greater delights in the Lord, the more she is 
consecrated to  the needs of her neighbor, 
especially in the needs of the soul.  (St. 
Teresa). 
 
Let us commit ourselves to recognize the 
preciousness of each single day. (Dalai 
Lama) 
 
Life comes in this moment, and it is in this 
moment that one must know how to enjoy 
it.   
( Tiziano Terzani). 
 
We deal precisely with living everything. 
(Rilke). 
 
Let us not take good actions lightly.  Drops 
of water, falling one by one, in time will fill 
an enormous vessel. (P. Rinpoche). 
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Life 
 

 

A testament at the end of life 
Anna Rita Cristaino 
arcristaino@cgfma.org 

 
In many nations it is already in force, in others 
the Living Will is already being discussed either 
as guardianship of the sick person and his/her 
rights or as a form of masked euthanasia. 
The Italian committee on bioethics has defined 
it in these terms: “A document by which a 
person, with full capacities, expresses his/her 
will on the treatment which he/she would like to 
have in case  during the course of an illness or 
sudden trauma the person would no longer be  
able to express consent or lack of informed 
consent.” 
Up until here all seems very normal.  While one 
still has the physical and mental capacity to do 
so they write the care they would want to 
receive in case something would happen in the 
future that would impede the person from 
expressing self.  In this way, say the 
supporters, the rights of the patient would be 
carried out according to their will.  This would 
avoid extraordinary care. 
However, we have some doubts. 
In the full vigor of life, when one feels 
invulnerable, they declare that if they were to 
suffer a serious incident that would 
compromise their quality of life  they do not 
desire extraordinary means but would want to 
be accompanied to a dignified death, with 
palliative care. 
But if from  the time in which the will was 
written to that of the presumed incident there 
could pass many years and if during this period 
the relationship with one’s existence had 
changed, could this still be considered valid? 
We ask ourselves: Can one make a testament 
on life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is life, therefore, a good of which each 
individual can dispose at  pleasure, or is it 
rather a gift from God, the only Lord of life.  
Does life have value only when one is in good 
health?  And does this mean that those who 
are born with serious handicaps should be 
helped to die immediately? 
The quality of life, the standards of existence 
without suffering, without any suffering, without 
any defect are becoming idealistic idols. 
The greatest challenge will be that of helping a 
person to understand the value of life.  What 
preoccupies us is the subtle thought that is 
being insinuated into the conscience of a large 
section of public opinion throughout the world 
according to which the freedom of the person 
must be guaranteed by law, and that this also 
includes the decision when it is time to stop 
living. 
At times we speak of the “culture of death” that 
pervades our time.  The separation of the 
principle of freedom from good carries within 
itself also a logic that we could define as 
suicidal.  
Concretely, there is an insinuation of the idea 
that all sectors of human experience are 
primarily and essentially exercises of free 
choice and therefore are entirely “at one’s 
disposition”. 
Here there is not only a technical or juridical 
question, but something that challenges our 
concept of humanity, freedom and being a 
creature.  
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MADAGASCAR (MDG) 
 
 
Madagascar, also called the red island 
because its land is rich ferrous oxidants, is the 
fourth largest island in the world. It has a 
population of 15 million inhabitants belonging 
to 18 different ethnic groups.  82% live in rural 
areas.  Approximately 75% of the population is 
composed of young people less than 25 years 
of age.  
Madagascar was discovered by the 
Portuguese in the 16th century.  It was later 
influenced by emigrant people such as the 
Indonesians, Africans and Arabs. 
In 1960 it became independent from France. 
Even though there are many different faces, 
cultures and dialects, the Malagasy population 
form one people united by the same language, 
Malagasy 
 
The FMA 
 
The pre-province “Mary, source of life” of 
Madagascar was erected on August 15, 1997. 
The beginning of this presence goes back to 
May 14, 1986 with the foundation of the first 
house at Mahajanga, and it was dependent on 
the Venetian province, “Mary our Queen”.  
It was Bishop Armand Gaêtan 
Razafindratandra, at that time bishop of 
Mahajanga, who asked for the presence of the 
FMA for the education of the young people of 
his diocese. 
The first 5 FMA, 3 Italians, 1 Slovenian and 1 
Croatian, Sr. Caterina Gionco, Sr.Antonia 
Casimiri, Sr. Germana Boschetti, Sr. Marica 
Jelic and Sr. Marjeta Zanjkovic, arrived on 
October 16, 1985, beginning their missionary 
work with an elementary school, the Oratory, a 
center for the advancement of women and a 
dispensary. 
Previously, in 1886, through a letter to Queen 
Ranavalona III, Don Bosco had preceded his 
daughter to Madagascar.  
Today on the red island there are 38 Sisters, 
16 missionaries from 10 nations, 22, 7 
Malagasy, perpetually professed and 15 with 
temporary vows, 4 novices and 2 aspirants.  
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 “Ny fianarana no lovasoa tsara” Study is 
the best inheritance. 
(Malagsy proverb)  
 

 
 
 
 
The works 
 
The FMA are present in 

� Betafo, with a nursery and primary 
school, the boarding school, oratory-
youth center, parish works and work for 
the advancement of women.  

� Fianarantsoa, with an elementary 
school, oratory-youth center, catechesis 
, and professional formation 

� Ivato, with an orphanage, oratory-youth 
center, catechesis, and professional 
formation. 

� Mahajanga, with a nursery school, 
primary and middle school, technical 
school, catechesis, oratory-youth 
center, works for the advancement of 
women and literacy classes.  

 
 
 
There are many young people in Madagascar, 
and therefore instruction and professional 
formation are a challenge for the FMA, a way 
of putting into practice today the formation of 
“good Christians and honest citizens, of giving 
many young people the possibility of 
competently entering the world of work so that 
they can better contribute to their own nation 
and to the support of their families.  
Characteristic of the Malagasy people is the joy 
of knowing how to live together and to share.  
This helps the Salesian charism to find a fertile 
soil in this nation.  
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The Underground 

Bodies for Sale 
 
By Mara Borsi 
 
When we speak of the trafficking in 
human beings the most difficult thing 
is to make those who do not know 
about the phenomenon understand 
the complexity and multiplicity of the 
aspect that comprise it and the 
causes that determine it. 
Trafficking does not regard only the 
women trafficked; it involves the 
nations of origin and those of 
destination; it regards the persistent 
and ever more problematic forms of 
gender discrimination that could 
push a woman to leave at any cost.  
 
Trafficking in women, of whom 
misinformation does not allow us to 
assume a fair awareness and 
consciousness, is not a new 
phenomenon.  It is good to remember 
that throughout history women’s bodies 
have been for sale like precious 
merchandise.  
 
Trafficking in history 
 
The sing song girls in California in the 
middle if the 19th century sought to 
attract clients by repeating one phrase 
in incomprehensible English: “Enter 
here and do whatever you want with a 
very cute Chinese child”. 
The discovery of deposits of precious 
metals called men from throughout the 
world to these regions and, where men 
are alone, there immediately also 
proliferates sexual offering. 
The sing song girls were children 
kidnapped in China from the streets or 
sold by their parents.  They were not 

chosen from among the most beautiful, 
but from among those who had a strong 
physical structure and cost less and 
especially those who were very young 
because of their docility. 
Those who survived the voyage passed 
through the port of San Francisco 
without any obstacle. 
Arriving in the States the children were 
auctioned off and were trained by the 
older girls who had arrived before them.  
They had to learn how to attract clients 
and to please them in everything, no 
matter how humiliating and painful the 
requests might be.  When they fell ill, 
they were left to die without care. 
Trafficking of Asian women in the 
second half of the19th century was 
highly organized. 
Notwithstanding the widespread in 
modern history, only the phenomenon of 
the “white slavery” that moved young 
European women and led them to the 
brothels of the colonies and the large 
cities of the era was noted and 
documented.  The phenomenon had a 
notable expansion between the end of 
the 18th century and the first decade of 
the 19th when the second industrial 
revolution put in crisis the traditional 
socio-economic reality, forcing them to 
emigrate and seek their fortune. 
The phenomenon reached such an 
evident development that it led to the 
recognition of the means of contrast.  In 
1904 The International Agreement for 
the Repression of White Slavery   was 
signed and in 1910 they reached the 
first Convention on the Repression of 
Trafficking in Human Beings and the 
Sexual Exploitation of Others that 
focused only on trafficking with the aim 
of sexual exploitation.  
 
The phenomenon today 
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Today, with the opportunity for 
globalization, the phenomenon assumes 
unexpected dimensions. 
The sex industry is spreading and 
diversifying everywhere and the ways of 
exploitation in sexual work are among 
the most varied. From street prostitution, 
which is visible, to prostitution in 
apartments, hotels and nocturnal 
locations. 
The areas of greater interest are 
Southeast Asia, the former  Soviet block 
and the Latin-Caribbean area.  But the 
phenomenon is also present in Africa 
and the Middle East. 
Nigeria, Ghana,Ethiopia and Mali are 
the principle nations from where women 
are trafficked in the African Area The 
area of the eastern Mediterranean 
(Israel) are the areas of destination. The 
ever more rigid barriers set for the 
entrance into the European Union have 
had the effect of transforming the 
tradition transit regions into destinations.  
This is the case in Turkey. 
The phenomenon sinks its roots into the 
relationship of power between man and 
woman, in virtue of which the 
outstanding majority of persons who buy 
sexual services in the world is made up 
of men, in the lack of social and 
economic power of the women who, to 
follow an opportunity for change, arrive 
at using the only resource left to 
 them, their own bodies. 
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goal  
 Millennium Developmental Goals 

School and equal opportunity 

 
j.arciniegas@cgfma.org 
 

Gender equality and the well-being 
of children go hand in hand, says the 
UNICEF Report of 2007, dedicated 
to the theme: Women and girls: the 
dual advantage of gender equality”. 
When women live their lives fully and 
actively, children grow well.  
Experience, however, also shows 
the contrary:  when women are 
denied equal opportunity in a 
society, the children suffer.  The data 
confirms this equation and allows us 
now to propose a reflection lined to 
the second and third Millennium 
Development Goals. 
 
A difference to be overcome 
 

Because of gender discrimination, 
girls have less probability for going to 
school.  In developing countries, 
almost one in five girls registered do 
not complete their studies.  More that 
115 million children do not go to 
primary school, for every 100 boys 
without schooling, there are 115 
girls.  Two-thirds of the illiterate 
inhabitants on the planet are women. 

The children of uninstructed mothers 
are twice as likely not to go to 
school.  Furthermore, the level of 
feminine instruction, emphasizes the 
report, is correlated to a better 

prospect for survival and develop-
ment for children. 

83% of the girls who do not go to 
school live in sub-Sahara Africa, 
southern Asia and eastern Asia.  In 
sub-Sahara Africa the number of 
girls who do not go to school has 
risen to more than 24 million. 

Denying them this right are the 
consequences of poverty, prejudice 
and discriminatory practices, such as 
early marriage.  Yet, it has been 
shown that a child who has studied 
tends to marry later, have fewer 
children and raises them to be more 
healthy and instructed.  They will 
know how to protect themselves 
from undesired sexual relationships 
and from AIDS.  They will assume a 
more incisive economic, social and 
political role. 

 
To insure universal elementary 
education is the second Millennium 
Goal.  It aims at obtaining that by 
2015 boys and girls, children 
everywhere  will be able to complete 
the primary education cycle. 
To reach this goal, as we have 
previously indicated, there is a 
need to promote gender equality 
and the empowerment of women. 
The aim of this third Millennium Goal 
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is fairly ambitious; it is precisely that 
of eliminating the inequality of 
gender in primary and secondary 
levels of instruction by 2015.  
 
The keys of development 
In themselves, these goals respond 
to fundamental aspects of integral 
development.  The lack of education, 
in fact, deprives a person of her 
potential.  It also deprives society of 
the foundation of sustainable 
development from the moment that 
education has a crucial role with the 
aim of improving health, nourishment 
and productivity.  The educational 
objective is, therefore, the key to 
being able to reach the other 
objectives.  
The future of so many young people 
begins at school desks and this creates 
the basis for a responsible citizenship, 
attentive to the rest of the world and its 
problems.  

The 2007 UNICEF Report says that 
gender equality in primary and 
secondary instruction is on the 
foundations of the Millennium 
Agenda and the alliances on all 
levels are ever more recognized as 
the channel to reach this objective.  
The key actions must be able to 
abolish the school taxes, to invite the 
parents and the communities to 
invest in feminine education and to 
create schools that are girl-friendly 
and without prejudice.  

 
Already and not yet... 
Despite the rooted inequality of 
gender, women’s conditions have 
improved during the last 30 years.  A 
greater awareness of discriminatory 
practices and their consequences 
have encouraged the changes.  
Promoting juridical and social 

reforms, the supporters of gender 
equality have begun to modify the 
political and social panorama.  Even 
though gender continues to influence 
choices and the challenges of people 
in many parts of the world, a child 
who is born in 2007 will probably 
have a brighter future than a girl born 
three decades ago.  Yet, gender 
disparity persists, not only in primary 
and secondary instruction, but also 
in pot-secondary, where hardly 5-
10% of the students of lower income 
are women. 
 
Does this concern us? 
This is a question that is taken for 
granted, one that places us before 
the actuality of our educational 
charism.  We feel called to render 
operative is prophetic dynamism, 
passionately occupying ourselves 
with girls and young people to 
accompany them in their growth 
process.  Today more than ever, in 
the face of this challenge, there 
echoes in our hearts the words 
addressed to Maín at Borgo Alto:  “I 
entrust them to you.”   
 
Beyond Statistics… “Of course I would 

love to go to school”, said 10 year old Yeni 
Bazan, of El Alto, Bolivia, “I would like to 
learn to read and write…But how can I?  My 
mother needs me to carry water (UNDP 
2006, Synthesis, p. 23). 
 
“I never went to school because my father 
believed that girls should not be educated.  
My mother thought the same way because 
she had never gone to school.  My brothers 
were sent to lesson because one day they 
would have become ‘workers’, but my father 
told me that I had no need for instruction 
because anyway, I would only end up 
getting married”.  This is the testimony of 
Rinku, a 15 year old  in an Asiatic country. 
(From Antena Misionera, January 2005). 
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World of Youth 
Cristina Merli 
merli5@libero.it 

 
EDUCATION IS A MATTER OF 
THE HEART 
A phrase that is life for the young 
people of the Solomon Islands 
 
There were many, very many 
responses from the young people of 
the Don Bosco Technical Institute of 
the Solomon Islands.  The school 
was opened by the Salesians in 
1999 and has two levels:  a six-year 
and the two-year professional 
institutes (mechanic, carpentry, 
electrical and domestic economy for 
the girls.  The courses are attended 
only by dropouts, i.e., the young 
people who have not passed the 
exam for the third year of high school 
and who, for this reason, cannot 
attend any other type of instruction.  
There are approximately 250 boys 
and 50 girls.  The desire for 
formation is very high, and to go to 
school they rise at 4:30 AM and do 
without lunch to pay school fees. 
We FMA have been working here 
since January.  Sr. Sonia Murari told 
us of their desire for education.  
 
Why is education important for 
you? 
Education is my future.  For me it is 
like the earth.  You cannot live 
without the earth because you do not 
know where to plant your garden and 
build your house 
 Mathew, 20  

It is marvelous to know and to learn 
new things.  Education is a part of 
life.  Education is the key to life.  
Sam, 20  
Without education there can be no 
development for our Nation. Through 
education we can learn new, useful 
things for our community and our 
villages. Joycelyn, 20 
 
What are the most important 
things you have learned in school 
this year? 
I have learned many things, but the 
most important are punctuality, 
honesty, patience, sharing with 
others and being a good Christian.  
Jornax, 22  
I have learned to be a good Christian 
and an honest citizen of my 
community not by doing special 
things, but by living ordinary things in 
an extraordinary manner.  I have 
also learned self-assurance and 
confidence in my capacity.   
Simon, 22  
The most important things I learned 
at Don Bosco were love and 
compassion.  
Margaret, 16  
At Don Bosco we learn to become 
saints! 
Melissa Mary, 20  
I have learned many things, but 
especially to pray during the morning 
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and in the afternoon at the 
conclusion of classes.  I am very 
happy to come to this school.  
Hamilyn, 15  
 
If you could send a message to all 
the students of the world.  What 
would you like to tell them?  
 
As a “bosconian” I want to say: Dear 
friends, education is the key to life, 
put God in first place and make good 
use of the opportunities that you 
have to study because it is given to 
you only once and it is a blessing 
from God.  
John, 17  
Education is like a light shining 
brightly in the night.  It indicates your 
way.  Do not neglect your formation 
and know how to value the 
opportunity offered to you.   
Sam, 20  
Collaborate with the people of your 
nation, behave positively and avoid 
vices.  Respect the dignity of each 
person, valuing your life and that of 
others.  Work for a better future.  
Joycelyn, 20  
We are proud of being “bosconians” 
and we want to carry Don Bosco’s 
spirit to our work.  We are not alone, 
but have many brothers and sisters 
who are “bosconian” throughout the 
world.  We are not isolated, but are 
part of a great family in which each 

person is proud of him/herself and 
seeks to give his/her best.  We have 
been born for great things! Simon, 
22  
 
Not only messages for other young 
people, but also for us, educators.   
What do you expect from your 
teachers? 
I expect good qualities from my 
teachers, such as honesty, 
gentleness, love, cooperation with 
the students to better their ability and 
knowledge.   
Frank, 23  
I expect them to be cordial, helpful 
and available for all the students, not 
only the best.  I also expect that they 
show positive attitudes and behavior 
that all the students can imitate.  A 
teacher is one who shows the way 
and guides others.  
Simon, 22  
I expect them to love their work, that 
they do it honestly with competence, 
passion and love.  I also expect them 
to be good Christians and honest 
citizens.  Margaret, 16  
The young people are also our 
teachers, said Don Bosco.  Their 
expectations from us could be an 
evaluation of our professionalism, 
our humanity, our sanctity.  
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EXPLORING RESOURCES 
 
Anna Mariani  
comunicazione@fmairo.net  
 
 Smartphones are telephones called 
“smart” because of their advanced 
informational applications. The are 
technological means that are very 
expensive, are fully accessorized and, 
with not only camera and/or color 
displays. Smartphones are capable of 
utilizing various kinds of informational 
applications that go from e-mail to 
interactive maps, from image editing to 
advanced organizers, from videogames 
to internet browsers and they have only 
one limitation (in addition to memory)-
the imagination of software developers.  
They are obviously gifted with all the 
functions that so many of the public like: 
copying and reproducing films and 
images, reading audio files in different 
formats, SMS, videogames and 
polyphonic sounds. 
 
From telephone to smartphone: 
socio-psychological changes in 
telephone communications. 
 
New generation portable phones are a 
world in themselves…but they are also 
a “social illness” defined as “cell-phone 
dependence”.  It is a widespread means 
of communication  and advanced 
technology, feeding the  common need 
to be close, surpassing the confines of 
time and space, transforming the 
possibilities for daily relationships, 
favoring the possibility of augmenting 
occasions for intimacy and, at times, 
presenting the violation of freedom and 
personal space.  
With the multiplication of the technical 
functions of the cell phone even its 
social and psychological functions are 
transformed, both in the individual 
sphere and in the relational.  The cell 
phone today is a means that 
accompanies every moment of the day 
and helps to organize and manage 

every moment of life, of work (along with 
agendas, alarm clocks, schedules and 
watches) and even the moments of  
distraction (games, cameras, video 
cameras). 
 

•  It regulates communication and 
relationships: it draws us close to or 
distances us from others, protects 
from the risks of emotional impact, 
reducing the fear of being rejected. 
Adolescents use the cell phone as a 
means of defense to face insecurities 
in communications. 

   Parents, instead, find in the cell phone 
an answer to their own need to be 
constantly present in the lives of their 
children, and adopt the cell phone as a 
“leash” to keep track of them. 

•   It helps to regulate solitude and 
loneliness: It assumes the rule of an 
“anti-depressive”. It is a symbol of the 
“presence of another”, and it is an 
entity that is always at hand.  

• It gives the illusion of living and 
dominating reality: With its many 
technical possibilities it is in condition 
to give the idea of being present and 
being capable of “stopping time”. 

 
Dependence on the cell phone: a 
complex phenomenon to be 
prevented.  
Dependence on the cell phone is a 
social phenomenon that strikes young 
people in particular.  We speak of cell-
mania when daily telephone traffic, 
constituted by SMS, either incoming or 
outgoing, reaches about 300 contacts, 
or when the excessive use is linked to 
the abuse of other functions present in 
the cell phone:  the great part of one’s 
time is dedicated to activities connected 
to the use of the phone (phone calls, 
SMS, games, consultations, use of 
photo camera, etc.) carried out in an 
exclusive manner or simultaneously with 
other activities.  
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THE DOOR OF HEAVEN 

Bruna Grassini 

 

On the street from Smyrna that leads to 

the southeast of Turkey there is a sign 

that reads: EPHESUS. 

It is the city that saw the rise of the first 

Christian communities 

born from the preaching of the apostles 

Paul and John. 

Here 1500 years ago there was 

celebrated the first Council  

that solemnly proclaimed the Divine 

Maternity of Mary. 

Not far from this place, on the hill called 

“the nightingale”, 

one finds a small stone chapel, called 

Meryem Ana Evi.  

According to tradition, it is the house 

where Mary lived and died. 

It is witnessed to by the fact that until 

the second century, during the 

persecutions, on the day of the 

Assumption, crowds of pilgrims climbed 

the hill to pray together at “Mary’s 

House”. (Avvenire) 

 

One sole people 
The Acts of the Apostles speak at length 

of the Church of Ephesus where the 

faithful were called Christians for the 

first time.  

In this holy land, alive with faith and 

“remembrance”, Benedict XVI began his 

apostolic pilgrimage with a surprising 

announcement to the people of the 

Church of the East.  “I bring to all the 

love and closeness of all the Church and 

I entrust all, Orthodox, Muslims, Jews 

and Christians to the Virgin ‘Mother of 

unity’, of the human race, Meryem Ana”.  

With the words of the Apostle Paul to 

the Ephesians, the Holy Father invoked 

on all the “brethren”: “Grace and peace 

of God, Our Father and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ”.  And he solemnly proclaimed: 

“From two, Christ has made one sole 

people.”  Let us invoke “peace and 

reconciliation among Christians, 

Muslims, Orthodox and Jews.  Peace for 

all humanity.” 

The fraternal embrace between the 

Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I and 

the Holy Father opened a new horizon of 

hope that visibly expressed the great 

nostalgia for unity: “May all be one in 

peace”. 

The Turkish Episcopal Conference 

proclaimed Mary’s House as “An 

Ecumenical Marian Sanctuary.” 

 

The “sublime door””  

 In Turkey they use the term “Sublime 

Door” to indicate the great door that 

leads to the hall of the Sultan.  This is 

where foreign ambassadors are 

welcomed. 

In recent times four Popes, from John 

XXIII to Paul VI, John Paul II and 

Benedict XVI have crossed this 

threshold to visit the Ecumenical 

Patriarch. 
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It is very meaningful that Benedict XVI 

chose to come here, to the region 

between the East and West, the most 

highly Muslim, and for the first visit of 

his pontificate.  “Here”, writes Andrea 

Riccardi, founder of the Sant’Egidio 

community, “Christianity has a small 

face, humble, similar to that of Fr. 

Andrea Santoro, murdered at Trebisonda 

one year ago.” 

This land is an open door between a 

resplendent past and a still uncertain 

future. 

It is a privileged door for “an encounter 

of diversity”, to overcome prejudices 

and misunderstandings, in a dialogue 

animated by respect, and as Cardinal 

Martini said: “It is necessary to listen 

much and to judge little.” 

 

The dialogue of gestures 

In the  Diary of A Soul,  written by John 

23
rd

 during his time as Apostolic Nuncio 

at Constantinople, we find a “lesson” of 

incomparable simplicity.  It is dated 

1936. He wrote:  “I want to attend to the 

study of the Turkish language with the 

greatest care and constancy.  I feel that I 

love the Turkish people to whom the 

Lord has sent me and this is my duty.  I 

know that the path I have taken in 

relationships with all is good, above all, 

it is Catholic and apostolic. 

Furthermore, to the small religious 

communities that normally prayed in 

French, he asked that they pray in 

Turkish.  “Peace,” he said, “will not 

make much progress if it remains 

detached from the reality of life.  

Without reflection on the lives of 

persons, it does not succeed in stripping 

itself of that arrogance that makes us 

consider ourselves better than others.” 

We cannot forget the historical embrace 

between Pope Paul VI and the Orthodox 

Patriarch  Athenagoras I after 900 years 

of misunderstanding. 

The Capuchin, Father Tracy, explains 

the great pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of 

Meryem Ana on the day of the 

Assumption in this way: “What urges 

people is not simply curiosity, but 

devotion.  Perhaps this is the one place 

in the world in which Islam and 

Christianity look each other in the eye 

and pray together.” 

The statue of Mary over the altar has no 

hands.  “…perhaps this is good”, 

concludes Fr. Tarcy, “because it is as 

though Mary were to say: You are my 

hands in the world. 

 

The door next door 

At the conclusion of a long pilgrimage in 

Turkey, John Paul II decided on one of 

the most difficult encounters of his 

pontificate.  Choosing the way of 

humility, he decided to ask pardon for 

the guilt of Catholics and renewed the 

appeal to unity.  And in the discourse at 

the Aeropagus he added: “The division 

among Christians is an obstacle to the 

spread of the Gospel and makes our 

profession of faith less credible”. 

The symbol of the “door” has been alive 

among many religions since ancient 

times.  It is a sacred symbol that traces 

out limits between two oppositions and 

marks a passage. 

Pope Benedict XVI, following the path 

of his predecessors, today indicates the 

“open door” of dialogue, of trust, of 

courage that welcomes the poor, the 

orphan and the immigrant who live in 

the “door next door”, and he invites us to 

sing the “Magnificat for the unity of 

people of all culture and religions who 

believe in one God, creator and Lord of 

the universe”. 
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Outskirts  

 
Maria Antonia Chinello 
Lucy Roces 
 
Who is in charge in the editorial  
Information turned upside down 
 
Browsing through the newspapers to 
discover who “writes” the news could be 
an interesting exercise. 
Even more, it could be so if we compare 
different headlines, both National and 
International 
We become aware that the information 
that fills the dailies, approximately 80% 
comes from three or four international 
agencies. 
Why?  And what influence does this 
have on the content and form of the 
news that we listen to on the radio, see 
on television, read in the press and on 
the web? 
 
 
Where information lives 
 
Giulio Albanese, a Combonion 
missionary and journalist, said: 
“Information from the southern part of 
the world is monopolized by a few large 
organizations such as the Associated 
Press (AP, Reuters and the Agence 
France Presse (AFP). These are the 
large agencies which, as the first 
providers of news, dictating the rules of 
the game on a worldwide level.”  
At this point, the journalist lives more in 
the central editing of the headlines and 
in radio and TV broadcasts. Sending 
journalists as special envoys or foreign 
correspondents who gather information 
from the different parts of the world is 
expensive and today, because of 
situations, they can run the risk  of being 
kidnapped, of becoming the victims of 
assassination, of being involved in 

violent and terrorist actions.  For this 
reason the headlines are entrusted to 
information agencies who have 
newsdesks in the  larger metropolitan 
areas of industrialized nations, where 
the danger for their journalists are less 
and where, above all, there is the 
possibility of a technology that  provides 
for the sending of news through a more 
rapid coming and going, to beat the time 
of the event, to get the scoop for the first 
page, and, as a consequence, to sell a 
greater number of copies. 
Because, in the last analysis, 
information is the marketplace. 
So it is that the content of information is 
not only conditioned by political  and 
economic interests, but there is also 
discrimination at the source of the news 
that makes it so 90% of the information 
from the southern part of the world that 
we read and listen to is the product of 
the northern part of the world. 
Therefore if it is true that newspapers 
must not be filled only with drama and 
tragedy, what is the news that interests  
readers?  Does not information, 
perhaps, serve to  have me understand  
what is happening in my neighborhood, 
my city, my country, but also on my 
planet?  
 
The information that matters 
 
Jukka Pietiläinen, a research of the 
Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at the University of 
Tampere (Finland), studied the 
relationship between the flow of 
information on international news and 
commerce in 33 countries.  Foreign 
News and Foreign Trade – What Kind of 
Relationship? – the book that gathers 
the results of this study – proves that the 
links between the commercial market 
and information are high in the great 
part of the countries studied.  The 
correlation between news and 
commerce is higher in the small 
industrial cities that depend on foreign 
markets.  There is very little spoken of 
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with regard to the poorer nations, those 
that have less contact with international 
markets.   
The global flow of news reflects the 
international configuration of power.  In 
her study  International News Agencies 
and the War Debate of 2003, Beverly 
Horvit says that there are five great 
press agencies which, like in a great 
game of teams, dictate the rules of  
worldwide information:  l’Associated 
Press (AP, United States), Agence 
France Presse (AFP, France), Reuters 
(Great Britain), Xinhua (China), ITAR-
TASS (Russia). Along with these are the 
colossal CNN and BBC, from which a 
good part of the images are diffused by 
television to the whole Western world . 
 
 
Upsetting the information 
 
What can we do so that the world is not 
overturned by information?  The 
agencies that regulate the flow of 
international news also determine the 
content of the information.  How is it that 
poor nations are spoken of only when 
there is conflict, illness, famine and 
hunger? 
The information from the South of the 
world is frequently taken for granted in 
the images and interpretation.  We see 
in the TV news the usual solitary white 
journalist with a background scene of 
food distribution to poor starving 
Africans who, in just a few seconds, tell 
of the misery of the people, perhaps by 
interviewing a white humanitarian 
worker, possibly of the nationality of the 
country where the service is set in 
motion.  They forget the causes that 
generated the situation.  “Thus we 
reinforce everything” writes Renato 
Kizito Sesana, a Combonion  
missionary, in his book The Outskirts of 
Information “in our complacent vision of 
an Africa in rags, incapable of providing 
for itself, dependent, even alone to 
make its problems known on the voice 
of the whites and of the heroic 

humanitarian workers ( or missionaries).  
It is an Africa destined to remain always 
on the margins of what really counts”. 
It is necessary then to set ourselves to 
work to go in search of news at its 
source.  The Internet could be of help in 
this.  It would be interesting, even as a 
community, school, to go in search with 
the help of a search engine, looking for 
information sites from the southern part 
of the world.  So that we do not reinforce 
prejudices and explanations that are 
taken for granted.  
 
We suggest that you visit these sites 
and compare them.  What is their 
content?  Which areas of the world do 
they favor?  Where are the 
headquarters of the correspondents who 
 gather the news ?   
 
International Press Agencies : 
Agence France Presse (France) 

http://www.afp.com 
Associated Press (United States) 

http://www.ap.org 

Reuters (Great Britain) 

http://www.reuters.com 
Xinhua News Agency (China) 

http://www.xinhuanet.com 
ITAR-TASS (Russia) http://www.itar-

tass.com 
Ansa (Italy) http://www.ansa.it 

Efe (Spain) http://www.efe.com 

Pti (India) http://www.ptinews.com 

 

Agenzie from the south of the world Inter 

Press Service News Agency: 

http://www.ipsnews.net 
Peacelink: http://www.peacelink.it 

Oneworld: http://www.oneworld.net 

Missionary International Service News 

Agency: http://www.misna.org 

Peace Reporter: 

http://www.peacereporter.net 
Reporter Sans Frontières: 

http://www.rsf.org 

mac@cgfma.org 

srlmroces@cgfma.org 
 

 



 36 

 
 
 
 

 
Emergency of Joy 
 

“In our apostolic work the Preventive 

System… becomes an experience of 

communion lived between ourselves and 

the young people in a climate of 

spontaneity, friendship and joy” (Art. C. 

66). 

In re-reading this article the words that 

jumped out at me were APOSTOLIC 

WORK…Do you know why?  For years 

now (considering my own...and they are 

indeed many) my impression has been 

that our apostolic work is becoming a bit 

too much “work”! 

It is true that we are the children of great 

workers (Don Bosco and Mother 

Mazzarello), but it is also true that we 

should not exaggerate. Surely, the 

numbers make all the difference from 

those of my time… 

But, in speaking with the Sisters directly 

involved in the mission, I have become 

aware that they are overloaded by 

requests, all ask for responses to be 

given “now and not later” and these poor 

people are stressed on all sides.  Then I 

asked myself how one can, today, put 

together the “stress” of each day with the 

“pedagogy of happiness”! 

I did get some answers!  Naturally, they 

are not scientific responses and perhaps 

for some they might be a bit too 

“homegrown”…I think that beyond the 

work that is done, we need a test to 

recognize the tax of happiness to look at 

the faces of people in general. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don’t know if you have noted our 

faces…frequently we seem to be 

reduced to who knows what 

catastrophe…certainly, in our race to see 

the TV news, we, too, become a bit the  

proclaimers of disasters, emergencies 

and soap operas and a bit less 

proclaimers of  the “good news”. 

Even Don Bosco used to say that his 

times were difficult, yet he was the saint 

who lived to the depths this blessed 

pedagogy of happiness in the face of 

those who thought that there was no 

education to happiness. Today, sadly, we 

waste “emergencies”: water 

emergencies, trash emergencies, 

emergencies left and right...and what 

about the emergency of joy?  We eat 

bread and stress!  Even our 

environments in which we should 

breathe a completely different air, there 

is a bit of pollution (never mind the hole 

in the ozone layer!). Thanks to my age I 

can say that happiness does not depend 

on the work one does nor on the 

exuberance of character and much less 

on youth, because if this were true our 

days would be black and white pictures, 

perhaps very artistic, but lacking in color 

and warmth . 

And how cold it is to be near unhappy 

persons! 

 

 
 

camilla.dma@gmail.com 
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OF THE APPROXIMATELY 121 MILLION CHILDREN WHO HAVE NEVER HAD THE 
POSSIBILTY TO GO TO SCHOOL, 65 MILLION (APPROXIMATELY 54%) ARE GIRLS. 
THERE ARE NO EXCUSES TO IGNORE THAT THE EXCLUSION OF CHILDREN AND GIRLS 
FROM THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IS NOT ONLY THE DENIAL OF A HUMAN RIGHT, BUT 
REPRESENTS  TAKING THE FUTURE OF SOCIETY FOR GRANTED. 
FEMININE INSTRUCTION BRINGS ABOUT NUMBERLESS BENEFITS, FOR THE PERSON 
AND FOR SOCIETY TOGETHER.  
 
WOMEN WHO HAVE RECEIVED INSTRUCTION TEND TO AVOID PRECOCIOUS 
PREGNANCY AND BEHAVIOR THAT WOULD RISK CONTAGION FROM HIV, EVEN IF IT IS 
ONLY BECAUSE THE SCHOOL ROOM IS THE ONLY SAFE PLACE FOR AN ADOLESCENT. 
 
UNDOUBTEDLY, THE ILLITERATE GIRL IS LESS PROTECTED FROM VIOLENCE, FROM 
ILLNESS AND FROM EXPLOITATION IN COMPARISON WITH A PEER WHO HAS HAD SOME 
YEARS OF STUDY.  INSTRUCTION IS THE BEST MEANS FOR PROMOTING GENDER 
EQUALITY. 
GUARANTEEING EQUAL OPPORTUNITY WHERE INSTRUCTION BEGINS IS THE FIRST 
STEP TO TAKE TO REACH THIS AMBITIOUS GOAL. 
 
 
Unicef – United Nations Fund for Childhood 
 
 

Edited by Mara Borsi 
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
 
DOSSIER:  Gardener or Navigator? 

What does it mean to be an educator today? 

 
IN SEARCH OF Goal 2015 

More health, less mortality 
 
The Underground 
Children who never play 

 
 
COMUNICATING Outskirts 

Under the news-nothing! 
 
Dialogue  
Real steps in dialogue 

 

 
 

Life is beauty, admire it. 

Life is beatitude, taste it 

Life is a dream, make it a 

reality. 

 

(Mother Teresa of Calcutta) 

 

 
Send your thoughts to 

dmariv2@cgfma.org 


