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Editorial

The gift of a future

In general, young people tend to look more
at the future than the past, even though for fear of
the future they choose at times to ignore to live
concentrated on the present. But they are aware,
however, of the push forward. Hearing “We always 
did it this way” arouses rejection because it reveals
a static attitude and is interpreted as an attempt to
halt what is new and every expression of creativity.

Yet, we cannot do without the past because
“remembering is the source of today’s identity:
memory and identity joined together are a guarantee
of the future.”
If this is true, it is fundamental for us to look to the
past in the prospect of the future. Not with the
nostalgia of how things always have been done or
with the security that comes from this , but as a
“provocation to  fidelity today”, as an invitation to
spell things out according to the present need”, an 
educational passion that leads so many Sisters to be
a response to the cry of young people.

In September of 2008 the Chapter that had just
begun heard a report from Sr. Grazia Loparco on
the topic: “Outline of foreseeing love in the history
of the FMA”.  A few springboards for discussion on
the idea of the gift of a future were very interesting:
“History shows us that things must not necessarily
be that which they are and that they may lead to an
unexpected future…”
We discover that we are members of the community
of saints and the community of our predecessors.

We compare our perceptions with their witness and
they invite us to a broader vision from that which
we could have in the narrow confines of our time.”

The impact of the report was so convincing that
there arose in the Chapter Assembly the decision to
form an international group to favor the research,
documentation and study of the history of the
Institute, Later concretized in the Six-Year Plan in
which, among other things, there was the invitation
to “promote in provincial communities the return to 
the charismatic roots with an adequate knowledge
of the Patrons of the Institute that reawakens the
passion for Christ and for the young people and
revives the awareness of Mary in our mission” 
(Programmazione del Consiglio generale 2.1).

The response to the question recently asked by
Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini: “How should adults 
behave with the young people so that they may
transmit Christianity and make it blossom again?” 
was:” Entrust to your children a world that has not 
been ruined. See to it that they are rooted in
tradition, especially the Bible. Read it together with
them. Have great trust in young people; it is they
who will solve the problems. Do not forget to set
limits for them. Learn to bear with difficulties and
insults if by this means justice will be worth
anything else” (Night Conversation at Jerusalem
2009.)

gteruggi@cgfma.org
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Open to the History
of yesterday and today
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Open to the History of yesterday and today
Mara Borsi and Anna Mariani

The openness and readiness to allow oneself to
be guided by the Holy Spirit allows us to read
in macro and micro history the salvation event,
the place of God’s revelation, the possibility of 
prophecy and response to the contemporary
world.
Reading past events to discover the missionary
daring of the da mihi animas, and linking it to
that of today allows us to overcome the risk that
the difficulties in the management of the works
could suffocate the force of the charism.

GC 22 oriented people and communities toward
allowing themselves to be guided with greater
awareness and readiness by the Holy Spirit, the
true interior Teacher, and to undertake new
paths of evangelization in the company of Mary
the mother, who infuses courage and
accompanies along the sometimes difficult
journey of proclaiming the Gospel.
The Help of Christians, teacher, educator,
woman of the Magnificat, is the presence in
every time and age that asks the Institute to
carry out new actions to respond to the needs of
young people in the journey of the Church.

The Spirit and Mary

Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus is the
believing woman who, covered by the shadow
of the Spirit, is open to the gift of definitive
salvation inaugurated by her Son. She is the
humble servant of the Lord, the “Daughter of
Sion” who is set in the history of His people, 
Israel and

who, beginning from the exodus and the
journey in the desert, experiences God’s 
powerful action. At the school of the Spirit and
of Mary we are called as persons and
community to learn to remember so as to plan
for the future, to scrutinize and to read within
the past and the present, with a heart vivified by
the Spirit, so that remembering may be the
source of identity for today and memory and
identity joined together may be openness and a
guarantee for the future . For this reason it is
important to compare ourselves with men and
women who lived the same passion-the
evangelizing education of the young- so as to
be able to creatively live today the same
experience of love and dedication to
consecration and the Salesian mission.

Why search through history ?

We asked Sr. Grazia Loparco, professor at the
Pontifical Faculty Auxilium, to respond to a
few questions to help us to consolidate the
conviction that we cannot speak to young
people about salvation without history. If the
absence of history is deadly for society, it
becomes moral for the ecclesial community
because without traditions the very meaning of
the Church is extinguished.

DMA:What do you understand by searching
history, and what does this commitment give to
your life ?

Attention to the historical dimension has
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helped me to situate myself in the Institute and within the
history of the Church. It allows me to be a realist and to
conquer an idealism that risks creating a separation
between the image that we create of the past and that
which, in reality, has been the life of the Congregation and
our life today. Immersing oneself in the travails of the
generations in the biographies and daring choices made, but
never lacking external and internal conditioning with regard
to the community and relationships, led me to a re-thinking
of my life, the Salesian vocation, of the need to keep alive
the educational enthusiasm that requires constant
evaluation and creativity.
The comparison with other ways of life influences and
refines one’s own humanity, enriching it with the
significance with which other Sisters have been ready to
face sacrifices and, at times, lack of understanding. The
values of Salesian life contain constants that overcome the
contest, so it is that the possibility of confronting oneself
with history is a precious opportunity for accepting
elements that strengthen reasons for acting.
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Even the choices that once upon a time could
have made educational witness heavy, read in
their context, helped me to understand some of
the heaviness that we still see today without
knowing how to point out the origin. The
awareness, in my opinion, could help to resolve
some habits, catching the meaning and value
that embody them, but also, if necessary,
changing forms.
Attention to the past provokes us to fidelity to
 the needs of today’s young people.  If 
understood well, it is definitely not a fixation on
the nostalgia for “the beautiful times” but rather
an invitation to spell them out according to
present needs with the same educational

passpassion thatpassion thapassion that made so many of our Sisters
capable of influencing the education of so many
people. What was the secret of their success,
their joy? Contact with what was being lived,
interrogated by our questions, helped me to see

some valuable elements on which the cared for
vines were supported and blossomed.

DMA: Is there a relationship between everyday
life and the history of the Institute?

There is a very close relationship between the
daily life of each FMA and the history of the
Institute. Each of us entered into a community,
a Province that was already established, with
habits, specific ways of inserting itself into the
territory and the educational needs of the
context.
With what eyes does a community read the
educational urgency? With what criteria does
it place itself before new requests? The meeting
with motivations that have sustained other gen-
erations ,other Sisters who have given a vital
contribution, help to live daily life with passion.
It also helps if we do not close ourselves up in
local, private interests.

Our vocation is certainly personal, but not
individual and therefore the history of the
Institute provokes in us a responsibility that
goes beyond ourselves.

Each one of us must have the awareness that
she is contributing positively or negatively to
keeping alive the Salesian charism or of
allowing it to weaken or be extinguished.

The approach to the history of the Institute
cannot limit itself to the study of the
documents, the Acts of the Chapter, the
Constitutions, the Circulars. It is important to
keep present that in the local chronicles and
personal biographies, one can more or less see
the real translation of the deliberations taken in
an assembly or the guidelines of government.
History is not made up only of official sources,
which are, however, essential to understand the
project, they “must exist” .  It is necessary to 
intersect the orientations with the sources of
daily life, to catch the richness, the variety and
even the miseries, conditioning, and limitations.
In this very real story the charism is incarnated
and defines the salvation, therefore, it is
necessary to live and document so as to be able
to write the Salesian history. It is an act of love
toward our Sisters, toward those who will come
after us and who will interrogate our
generation, to know what meanings, ideals and
values influenced our visible, personal, and
community choices in a determined context
which is not that of thirty years ago.

DMA: Could you give us an example of how
the FMA have known hoe to respond to some
emergencies?

Ongoing research that is its beginning is still
casting light on the important pages of the
history of the Institute. During the Second
World War various nations where the FMA
were present were hit directly by the conflict,
and others felt the consequences. In general we
could say that the guidelines of Mother Linda
Lucotti and her Council followed the direction
of generous dedication during the
“hour of charity” without limits orexclusion.
This at times required altering the activities,
rhythms and customs of the religious
community. It led them to broaden their



8

mentality, to hide clandestine families for
political reasons, reluctant draftees and Jews, to
welcome evacuees, orphans, refugees, to
lengthen the hours of school, to start after
school activities so as not to leave children on
the street while the mothers were at work or on
breadlines. In Rome, Naples, and Palermo
there was notable commitment for the “girls of 
the streets”, the little sisters of the shoeshine 
boys. Houses suffered bombardments and
requisition. Some Sisters were asked to serve
as nurses in military hospitals.

They were aware of the generosity of many, but
also of the difficulty of others in making further
sacrifices with respect to those that the war
imposed on all. Yet, there were fascinating
episodes of Sisters who asked for local aid and
economic assistance to help feed the hungry.
Many were enterprising in procuring what was
necessary, even when they did not have the
means. At the height of the situation the Sisters
were those who deal not only with only the
resources they could spend, but those who were
“industrious” in creating conditions for help, 
involving the children, families, and past pupils
in initiatives for solidarity.

Reading some testimonies it comes naturally to
think of how useful it would be for each FMA
to know these personages, to know the families
in which they worked and spent their lives.
It seems to me that this type of life, coming
down to us without rhetoric or conceit, but with
the freshness of a letter, a report, would be an
excellent gift to anchor ourselves to the vital
roots that made the Institute prosper to the
advantage of many young people. It is an
encouraging and enthusiastic entrustment for
the

present and for the future, to penetrate the
density of daily life which, at times, in its
immediacy seems to have faded. A great love
could raise it up. Precisely that of today.

Without a magic wand

When Jesus came into the world he did not use
a magic wand. He performed miraculous signs,
however, He respected human freedom and was
inserted into the society of His time to teach
new values throughwhich to freely guide one’s 
life.
Jesus did not come into the world accompanied
by the angels. He was born poor, welcomed
only by shepherds. Jesus entered into the
history of humanity choosing the life of the
people who had no history, a simple life, not
miserable, but poor, in a poor zone of Palestine.
He spent 30 years in Nazareth without
manifesting His divine qualities. The
incarnation of Jesus was not only His birth and
growth as a man, but His bringing the newness
of values and life.
In many contexts where we are present we
build the micro-story of the local community
that does not enjoy the reflection of notoriety
and of success but who, with their trust,
tenacity, hope, and love improve the quality of
life.
We asked Sr. Laura Gaeta, missionary in Africa
for more that twenty years, to share with us her
micro-story that is interwoven with that of the
people who welcomed her into Gabon.

DMA: What did you do to communicate the
history of the Salesian Charism in the context
in which you were inserted?

When I arrived in Gabon in 1987, precisely n
the little rural town of Oyem, the small FMA
community was in its very first phase of
foundation. It was spontaneous, therefore,
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to work with the other Sisters in an attitude of
discovery, listening, and discernment, trying to
understand which direction to give to the
mission and which strategies to set in motion to
evangelize and educate the young people that
the Master of the harvest had entrusted to us.
Listening to the people of the neighborhood and
the exchange with other missionaries of the
place helped me to take on for myself an
attitude of humility and to distance myself from
that sentiment of superiority that could tempt a
missionary in a first approach to an unknown
and little reassuring reality. I had to find the
courage to be reborn from on high, like
Nicodemus, to make a place for the Holy Spirit,
the true teacher of wisdom, so that at this
school I would certainly have found the way to
speak of Don Bosco, of his unconditional love
for young people of every race and culture, and
of the relevance of his spirituality for every
time and place.
I chose the way of witnessing and of
proclaiming in daily life, made up of little
gestures and signs, and the oratory as the
privileged field of action. From the very
beginning at the oratory the young people
showed themselves to be ready, sensitive and
interested in getting to know Don Bosco and
Maria Domenica Mazzarello, founders of
“these Sisters who knew how to play, sing, and
take the problems of the young people
seriously”.  There were many hymns, prayers,
celebrations and manifestations to spread the
love of the Salesian charism. How many
strategies to gather hundreds of children and
young people and children every Sunday!

DMA:How did you enter into dialogue with the
history that belonged to the people to which you
address yourself? How were you personally
enriched?
The first phase was certainly that of discovery.
The fang people are open and sincere by nature
and they immediately adopted me and opened
their hearts. I willingly remember with how
much amiability Madame Elisa, a neighbor
welcomed me. With great naturalness she

presented to me the tenets of bantù
anthropology and the values of the local
culture. We dwelt especially on the concept of
the family and the education of children, of life
as gift and blessing from God. I listened with
great interest and we willingly conversed. She
always responded well to my questions, but she
also marveled at my history, of the concept that
I had of God, of a life given for love. She said
that we Salesian Sisters were a gift of God for
the Church in Gabon. Furthermore, she taught
me the most common expressions in the local
language, “so the people will feelthat you are
closer to them”, she explained.

The approach to the young people of the
scholastic environment took more time and was
more difficult. The first time I went into a
middle school class it was very difficult for me
to obtain discipline and attention. Because I
was used to an authoritarian and repressive
style of education, the students closed their
mouths only after threats and punishment. The
other teachers told me that it was normal to
make oneself respected and, even more, feared.
What a problem to reconcile the spirituality of
dialogue and trust in such a situation !
However, I knew that my presence in that
environment and with those young people had
meaning, and I would have succeeded in having
a dialogue with them notwithstanding the
cultural difficulties that I encountered. Time
proved me right, rather, it proved us right,
given that the dialogue with history was for the
whole group a launching point for meeting for
the entire FMA community of Oyem. Today at
Oyem after 25 years of our presence Don
Bosco’s educational system is recognized and 
appreciated by the local Church.

DMA: How did the people of the place read the
micro-story of your FMA community?

I think what we sowed especially was through
the witness of an international community that
loves one another, works together and has the
same goals. From the time of foundation the
missionary community of Oyem was fro the
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Christian communities a tangible expression of
how human history, through that of God
breaks down walls of division and creates
bridges of communion. In the eyes of the
people we were women of God who, according
to the idea of the Gospel, had truly placed all in
common to give of ourselves unreservedly to
the education of young people, especially
young girls.
We also spoke their language, even thought
with different accents, ate the same food, were
capable of bearing with the heart and every type
of precariousness for the love of the Gospel.

The people loved us I think that each Sister
could tell of the countless signs of benevolence
that we received, the relationships that gave
depth to our missionary life of yesterday and
today. In the footsteps of Don Bosco and
Mother Mazzarello we sought to sow love for
life and for the One who loves life.

mara@cgfma.org
comunicazione@fmairo.net

For Community Sharing

We propose a brief journey of reflection and comparison to move from words to
concrete facts.

* Each day let us build our history and that of our communities. Are we aware that we
are part of a context that has a past?

Let us interrogate the history of the community to which we belong and discover the
secret of the success of our Sisters and of the laity, the struggle that all have faced, along
with the joys and disappointments.

Together let us see some elements of value on which the community stands and favors a
quality of life and a community style that at times is the fruit of regrets.

* Each of us has her own personal and family story. Let us remember our history and
re-read our personal and community experiences. Let us share our riches with the other
Sisters and/or the educating community.

* The Chapter asks us to be open to the history of yesterday and today. In the light of
the Spirit and with its strength let us look with new “yes”to the events of today, those
that challenge us, and let us give them a name and try to understand which responses we
are ready to give.

*At times difficulties in the handling of the works in today’s complex society runs the
risk of suffocating missionary daring…are we aware of this ?  Is not the management of 
the works called to be in function of the mission?
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Biblical, Educational and
Formative Studies
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women in the word

Transformed by love
Elena Bosetti

What was the role of the women who traveled
with Jesus? Who are they and what lies at the
origin of their surprising decision to follow the
Rabbi of Nazareth?
Luke recalls the name of three women, first
among all is Mary of Magdala.
They share a profound experience of the
therapeutic goodness of Jesus, of His capacity
for listening and healing. In contact with Jesus
they experienced the love that saves and a
new lifestyle: the happiness of being voluntary
servants for love.

The Magdalen

Mary of Magdala is the first mentioned, a
primacy afforded her by all four of the
evangelists in the annunciation of the
resurrection. Undoubtedly, she had to be a
woman of prominence in the early
community. Luke tells us that before she
followed Jesus, she had been exorcized
from “seven spirits.”  Is it possible to name 
the “seven demons” cast out of the 
Magdalen? Is it right to interpret them in a
sexual key, as has been frequently done,
and to see in Mary Magdalen a reformed
prostitute? From ancient times there has
been an overlapping of the Lucan narrative
immediately preceeding, of the forgiven
sinner, whose name, however, was
withheld (cf. Luke 7,37-50), and Mary of
Magdala. But this interpretation has no
foundation. Sin and diabolical possession
are not the same thing in the New
Testament.
Actually, the exegesis of the women
contributes toward clarifying the identity of
Mary of Magdala. However, from Luke 8,2 we
can draw an undoubtedly important aspect of
the psychogical-spiritual identity of the head of

the list of the disciples: Mary of Magdala was a
woman who had been restored to herself,
given anew her own freedom through the
exodus of the seven demons who had
lacerated and subjected her inner being.
Fine, then, this woman led back to the unity of
her own being decided to live her freedom as a
service of love in the following of Jesus.

Joanna

The second woman named in Luke 8,3 is
Joanna. We find no indication of her in the
other Synoptics and not even in John.
Luke, instead, recalls her again in the
narration of the resurrection and even there
he puts her in second place, right after
Mary of Magdala (cf Luke 24,10).
Joanna’s social and political standing was 
specified: she was the wife of Chusa,
Herod’s administrator.  She obviously had
a high social position. Therefore,
inevitably, there were a few questions:
Why was she a pilgrim with Jesus? Did
her husband agree to this? Was she,
perhaps, a widow? But in any of these
cases, why didn’t Luke say something?
Usually, the evangelist never missed an
opportunity to mention a widow who
belonged to the category of the poor and
oppressed, to whom the good news was
directed in a particular way (cf Luke 25,26).
“If then Chusa was living and had an 
eminent position as Herod’s functionary,
the situation appears to be more complex.
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Did he agree with his wife’s choice, thereby 
placing himself and his career in jeopardy ?Or
did Joanna, in addition to the abandonment of
her environment also have to suffer the burden
of her husband’s hostility? There is no mention 
of the presence of children.

What could have urged Joanna to follow
Jesus? Luke does not tell us. Therefore we
may suppose that even for her what was said
of all was valid: there probably had been the
experience of inner healing, of liberating love.

Susanna

The third woman mentioned by Luke was
named Susanna. But we know only her name
and nothing else about her. It is therefore
something, rather much. Like many other
women of the Gospel who also had an
important role, no names have been recorded.

Paradoxically, the name of the woman
who poured her perfume over Jesus
head and of whom the Master said:
“Amen I say to you, wherever the 
Gospel is proclaimed to the whole
world, what she has done will be told in
memory of her” Mark 14, 9) has also 
fallen into oblivion.

But there is another reason for rejoicing
in the fact that the name of Susanna is
remembered. This fact is sufficient to
give concreteness to the most
extraordinary initiative that one could
imagine.
With the three women called by name,
the head of the list of many others, we
cannot conclude that the adventure had
been imaginary. The investigations
conducted by Luke (cf Luke 1, 1-4)give
us the certainty that along with Jesus ,
and involved in His evangelizing
mission, there were many real women,
whose names are remembered.
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Human mobility

Julia Arciniegas

“On the morning of May 6, three boats with 227
people on board launched and SOS when they
found themselves about 35 miles to the south of the
island of Lampedusa. A dispute between the
Maltese and Italian governments about who was
responsible to intervene in the situation delayed the
rescue operations that were eventually undertaken
by two Italian Coast Guard ships that led the
immigrants back to Tripoli in Libya without
stopping at an Italian port. The refugees cried out
“Brothers, help us” anda sailor on the ship that took
on the refugees confessed: “We could not do 
anything; our orders were to accompany them back
to Libya and that’s what we did.But I will not tell
my children what we did because I am ashamed”.  
We are all ashamed, impotent and badly impressed
before this heartrending image.

This is a part of the moving reflection of Sr.
M.Adele Brambilla, Superior General of the
Comboni Missionaries and she concludes: “Because 
of the impossibility of doing anything else that was
concrete, I decided to write these lines…at least to 
take away the disturbing silence with which this
tragic event was accepted by civil society” 
(Comunicato, May 14, 2009).

This is only one fact, but there are many others in
different social contexts. The violations of
fundamental rights and of the human dignity of
immigrants have become a question of worldwide
proportion. The violence against the migrants has
become a recurring fact. Today they are considered
as scapegoats everywhere because of the increase
of unemployment, crime and various other social
problems encountered on all continents.

Different, but near

Immigration, in reality, is a very complex
phenomenon and precisely because of this it must
be governed and not only supported, said the Italian
bishops (May 2009). This declaration is verified in
all the ecclesial documents that face this argument.

Two convergent actions seem undeniable. The first
consists in impeding that many persons from poor
countries be forced to leave their homeland at the
cost of grave danger, even though they seek to find
hope and life. It becomes necessary to increase the
politics of assistance, not only of an economic type
but also of transformation of the structures within
the most disadvantaged countries. The second
attention lies in favoring the effective social
integration of what reaches us from the outside,
through a clear definition of relationships that
transform the emergency into an opportunity for all.
So that this may be possible it is necessary to face
the task of educating self and others to multi-ethnic,
multi-cultural and multi- religious living together.
CG XXII also invites us to this task.
The other person, one who is different, the foreigner
is my neighbor, the one who allows me to live the
gratuitousness of the Gospel( CF. Luke 10,29),
completely opposed to the closed attitude of “There
was no room for them” reported by Luke (2,7),
when he describes the attitude toward the unknown
foreigner who was to be born on that night of
History to shower us with His ineffable light.

Beyond the Law

Many nations have not yet signed the International
Convention for the protection of the rights of
migrant workers and their families adopted by the
General Assembly of the UN in resolution 45/158
of December 1990. Governments must be
convinced that the ratification of the Convention is
necessary. It is necessary, therefore, that there be a
lobbying action that influences on the highest civil
and political levels.
Beyond the law there are many congregations –
Combonians, Daughter of Jesus, Franciscans, etc-
who spend their efforts seeking to face the emerging
challenges of the migrant reality. We cite a few of
them by way of example.

-Jesuit Service for Refugees (JRS) is a Catholic
international organization with the mission of
accompanying, serving and defending the rights of
refugees and people who have been forcefully
dispersed. JRS is working in more than 50
countries of the world. This organization has more
than a thousand people committed among laity,
Jesuits and men and women religious responding to
the health, educational and other relative needs
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of more than 500,000 refugees and dispersed people
who are, for the most part, women.

-The Congregation of St. Charles (Scalabrini)
Came into existence more than 100 years ago for
assistance to Italian immigrants. Today they work
without distinction for those who are living the
drama of immigration

They make use of networking, and promote
acceptance, perform works of mediation so that the
migrants themselves may become a place of
positive encounter among different cultures,
religions and ethnicities.

The Daughters of Mary Help of Christians in the world of human mobility

A shared home for the diversity of peoples

On the occasion of the 125 years since the first missionary expedition (November 14,
1877-2002), and as a response to the deliberations of GC XX and XXII, our Institute set
in motion a project for sensitizing the FMA and Educating communities, for a
coordinated and shared response to the migratory phenomenon. Inspired by the
Preventive System, interpreted beginning from the situation of young migrants, by a
prospect of integration, the project seeks to unleash a process articulated in a spiral
manner:

 To draw near to people to listen and to create a space for meeting

 To get to know and better understand the complexity and causes for the
phenomenon lived by persons for a proper service to them

 To act together with the young people and migrant families as citizens with full
rights

The Institute, through the Sector for the Missions, has proposed a campaign to promote
the ratification of the International convention of their own nation (Cf Sector for the
Mission Ad/Inter Gentes, As FMA in the mission ad gentes of the Church, 1996-2008.
Document available from the FMA Databank).
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The Spirit of Assisi
Bruna Grassini

We have listened to the questions of the poor.
We have in our eyes and hearts the suffering of
the people of the earth. We have seen close up
the inhumane consequences of the unthought-of
exploitation of the planet. We know the
immense possibilities and risks of globalization.
We have descended into the depths of our
religious traditions and memory. For this
reason, we forcefully affirm:
“The way to overcome mistrust and conflicts is 
dialogue.”  Dialogue does not weaken the 
identity of anyone, but it provokes every man
and woman to see what is best in another
person, to root self in the best of self. Nothing
is ever lost by dialogue. All is possible with
dialogue. Dialogue is the medicine that heals
wounds of division and regenerates our life in
depth, while rooting every person in truth, in
reciprocal witness, in charity and in friendship.
We are the community of “peace-seekers”; a 
community made up of different religions,
stories, languages and sensitivities. It is our
wealth and our future. In this community of
peace-seekers is deposited the seed that helps
to be more human and believing.

(Appeal of Lisbon, 9/26/2000)

On October 27, 1986 a religious event took
place that was unique in history and marked a
journey that had been uninterrupted for
centuries. It was an encounter that opened to a
great vision: On that chilly morning Pope John
Paul II spoke from his heart to religious
representatives from the whole world, inviting
them to pray “together” gathering in an 
embrace life, the dreams and aspiration of so
many brothers and sisters in a great vision of
peace. There was no discussion; people prayed
and fasted together

in silence and friendship. Assisi became prayer,
side by side, one for another, a space of
communion, of hospitality of many brothers
and sisters who had been humiliated and
rejected. It was a precious resource for
communion.

“We, too, were there” writes Andrea Riccardi, 
founder of the Sant’Egidio Community, 
“together,to welcome, to cast the basis for a
dialogue between the Church and society, with
young Christians of various faiths, belonging to
different cultures and traditions, in a great
pilgrimage of faith.”

This is how we make unity a reality, in
respecting differences, with the desire of
forming friendship, esteem, reciprocal love a
reality with its struggles, expectations, suffering
and hope.  “The Spirit of Assisi”, the spirit of 
unity among Christians, a spirit of dialogue
among religions…this does not mean losing 
one’s own identity, nor giving in or confusion.  
“Dialogue”, continues Andrea Riccardi, 
“responds to the deepest reason for love, the art
of living in our fragmented and dispersed
world.”

On the other hand, there is no alternative to
dialogue. Today it is an urgency, an invitation
for all, without discrimination, builders of a
culture for co-existence. We must be more
daring in this journey because our sisters and
brothers, no matter to what people they belong,
can feel that they are “children of God, Father 
of all”.



17

This is how communion among Christians is
built, through personal relationships. The
archbishop of Milan, Cardinal Dionigi
Tettamanzi had often repeated it when he said:
“Unity does not need spectacular gestures or 
diplomatic steps as much as a spiritual
conversation on the life of our Church. It is this
hope of communion that brings about the
growth of reciprocal awareness and the need for
unity, with the humility that frees us from
prejudice and a subtle superiority complex.”

Bishop Evlonghij, Orthodox archbishop of
Vladimir echoed these words in welcoming a
group of Italian pilgrims in Russia and he
showed how fraternal dialogue can be realized:
“ By praying, we work for the unity of our
brothers and sisters, of our cities, of the
Churches  of all people.”  He was moved and

concluded by saying: “With your visit you have 
reached us like bread for our souls, for our
hunger for God and for unity.”

Assisi is “reconciliation”

San Damiano, the Portiuncola, St.Mary of the
Angels, Greccio, La Verna…each of these 
places represents a way of life, a sacred event, a
spirituality, a type of “geography of salvation.”  
This is how Cardinal Paul Poupard defined it.

“Assisi is a miracle, an ongoing life lesson , an
ideal made up of meekness, and humility; it is
commitment to the service of all.”

Assisi, said John Paul II, is “Reconciliation”.  
John XXIII often invited us to purify our
memory of the past, to ask forgiveness, to seek
ways of peace.

The journey toward full communion that is
even visible among Christian is, therefore, a
priority. We know how arduous and urgent it
is. We know that only the conversion of the
heart, only a special intervention of the Holy
Spirit can bring about the miracle. It is the
heart that we find the point where good and evil
begin. Reconciliation is built beginning from a
new heart, one capable of recognizing a brother
or sister in every person.  The “new heart” 
considers another person as a good to be
welcomed, sustained, loved, and appreciated.
In the great encounter with the young people at
Loreto, Pope Benedict XVI exhorted them to
witness the secret of fraternity to the world.
“You have united your flags and your hearts in
a rainbow of hope…A cry for peace, and a 
commitment for communion comes forth from
you.”

grassini@libero.it
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Arianna’s Line

Personal stories:
Problem or resource?

Maria Rossi, Andreina Achilli and the Community of Padua

Each individual who has lived and is living
has a personal, original history that is
different from all others. It is unrepeatable.
It is that with which each one has to deal.
In the flow of life, especially in the age of
efficiency, which is at times overwhelmed
by commitments, responsibilities, hobbies
and the need to do important things. One
does not find time, but perhaps does not
even feel greatly the desire or the will to
reflect, to see who they are and where they
are going. There are other things on our
minds. One chases after time, does
important, at times exceptional things.
It is especially during the time of advanced
adulthood which, given also the occasions
that present themselves, that one becomes
aware of  focusing on one’s own existential 
situation, of seeing the meaning, of
creating order, of surviving, leaving
something to those who remain. This is
why autobiographies come about. There
are many in the editorial field, old and new,
with different titles: Memories,
Confessions, Diary, Letters to..., The book
of my life, Remembrances, Autobiography,
etc. We usually like to read them because
though they are different and original, they
touch universal problems, values and
emotions. Recently, because of their
formative value, there has been an
increased interest for these “narrations” 
even in the area of psychological studies.

Life stories

Those who work in the field of education or
psychological support get to know many
life stories. Parents or those who ask for
psychological consultation tell of their life in
emotional tones that goes from tears to
smiles, from anger to shame, from fear to
hope. Those who listen to them accept all
as important for understanding the
problems and offer efficacious educational
interventions or psychological support.
The stories told on these occasions are
true and frequently heavy, but partial and
tend to emphasize painful and traumatic
situations. They deal with real, lived
events, but are amplified by a sense of
guilt, anxiety or personal fear. At times,
fairly normal events are presented as
dramatic situations, such as not being able
to take a vacation for some years; being
entrusted to relatives during a mother’s 
serious illness; having a father who works
much, one that provides for everything but
speaks little; having some economic
difficulty that does not allow for everything;
not being understood or appreciated by a
parent, a teacher, an authority, a partner.
In the telling, these situations are
presented as unmovable boulders,
negatively conditioning lives. But are they
really such?
The temptation to accentuate the negative
situations, or those lived as such, to
excuse immature attitudes that are
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aggressive and a bit infantile, happens to
everyone, including consecrated persons.
However,it is easier. It does not require
the struggle of a serene introspection, of a
pondered reflection and of a self-criticism
that is fairly realistic. It is not uncommon to
hear persons who believe that they are
supported in this behavior by psychology
and are not, therefore, responsible, but
only victims of what has happened, i.e.,
conditioned by external events.
Truthfully, we are all somewhat victims, a
bit executioner, a bit conditioned and a bit
conditioners (enablers). However, as
persons we are also in condition to use
positively what life throws at us.
Facing one’s own life story, realistically 
examining the past is not easy, not without
pain, but it could be an important
opportunity for human and spiritual growth.

It could…

It could be, but this is not automatic nor to
be taken for granted. Going back over the
past could bring up joyful times, times of
success obtained, friendships
corresponded to, but also times of betrayal,
of mistaken choices, of dashed hopes, of
humiliations undergone. It could bring
back seeing persons who understood us,
supported us and patiently accompanied
our growth, but also those who betrayed
our expectations, placed obstacles on our
way, and who only used us for self-interest.
All is part of our history, even the events
that we would like to forget, to eliminate
and which, instead, we must re-appropriate
and find a way to manage them.
Looking at it closely, even the adverse
events or those lived as such are almost
never completely negative. Sufferings and
difficulties put the person in the condition of
reflecting, of sharpening our wits, of finding
the energies and strategies to face
situations. These provide experience and
human depth that easy terms cannot give.

The death of a dear one, misunderstanding
on the part of an important person could
put us in the condition of bringing out
dormant energies that allow us to go
forward with dignity, greater awareness
and autonomy. Too much well-being
frequently weakens, dazes, puts us to
sleep.
Whoever places herself in the condition of
grasping the positive value or lack of
understanding, of betrayal, of mistakes
and successes in forgiving self and others,
accepting and developing all of her own
story could arrive at that profound
unification that gives well-being and peace,
which opens one to other experiences that
render one capable of a merciful glance
that allows us to pass from rancor, hatred,
and anger to great compassion. A
personal story thus becomes a great
resource, a sacred story. And if it is
possible to do so, why not try?

The other side of the coin

But there is another side to the coin. One’s 
own story could be felt to be an unsolved
problem, a collection of injustices
undergone, a failure due to external
causes.  Facing one’s own story with these 
impressions could create fear, anguish and
rejection. Not all times are suited to
positively approaching one’s past, 
accepting it, developing it and unifying self
in peace. One could, however, favor the
times, seeking to overcome fear and
normal resistance, but not forcing it. It
would not be convenient to disturb the
precarious balance reached. It is better to
live with a precarious balance than in the
anguish of death. While one has life,
improving its quality would be a good not
only for the person, but also for the
religious, family, social and human
community.
Rejection and the lack of developing one’s 
life can be seen from continual, useless
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regrets; from facile complaining, from the
need of repeatedly narrating the painful
event. These stories are frequently
accompanied by a sense of rancor and
revenge in meeting the person whom they
believe to have wounded them, or they are
presented as extenuating circumstances of
responsibility in facing one’s own 
aggressive behavior, of discontent, of
sulking , of inconclusive action.
“It was because I was in an incubator for 
two months”, repeated a girl and with her 
the whole family to excuse themselves and
her because of ongoing infantile behavior.
“It is because my father preferred my
sister, my mother preferred my brother, my
superior did not give me trust and preferred
others, because my partner discredited me
every time he/she could, the person in
charge made humiliating and unfair
observations especially during the time of
my formation , my teachers did not give me
what was due to me, the others always got
the best things.”
In the greater number of times the
situations spoken of were true or have
something true about them. But the fact
that we force the person to tell them
continually, loading them down with
convincing particulars of the injustices
undergone, signifies that they were never
accepted, nor developed. They are there
like wandering land mines that are
continually presented to the memory and
force to a narration that is frequently
accompanied by suffered expressions of
complaint, rancor and revenge.

Taking hold of your own life

At any age, but especially during that of
advanced adulthood, it is possible to take
hold of your life with respect and love,
accepting it for what it has been and not
allowing that erratic blocks or wandering
mines may disturb and destroy it. This is
the way of arriving at an integral identity, a
personal unification which, even in
limitation and suffering, gives that sense of
fullness and of peace that render life
serene and opens it to broader, more
profound, heretofore unknown horizons.
This the path to make of one’s own original 
an unrepeatable story, a sacred story , a
providential story filled with meaning. The
tendency to levy guilt on self or others and
the events to excuse one’ negative 
behavior and to be tedious toward the
whole world repeating the same painful
things and always feeling that we are
treated in a worst way than others, can be
overcome.
Whoever has faith and believes in a God
who loves and forgives infinitely, who
sustains in struggle and pain, in joy; who
does not allow us to be tempted beyond
our strength; who knows how to draw good
even from evil and who, in the end, will
give to each according to his/her own
merit; is surely sustained and facilitated in
reaching human and spiritual heights.

rossi_maria @libero .it
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Are we truly
all free and

equal ?
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The world that I want is a world where all girls
can study and not like what is happening in Teheran.

Teheran is the city where my father came from
and where he tried so hard to find work.

He told me that the girls who study there could even
be punished and they must hide when they study.

This is not right.
And it is not fair that some persons must leave their country
and their friends and relatives because there is no freedom.

Like my Dad did.
A perfect world would have all free people

and help them to find work.
Girls like my sister Fatima should have work after

she gets her diploma. Instead she who knows three languages goes
from one little job to another, without contracts.

I would want a new world, different, with greater freedom
and more work for all girls.

And I mean work that is real, equal in everything to all
that the boys have.

Antonella, 11 years old

Difficult Freedom



23

Are we truly free and equal? Will I succeed in
being so?
There are those who move silently in the shadow of
the night to rob the wealth of a bank, and there are
those who in the solitude of the soul walk silently
and think to unveil the riches of themselves.
The first is a number; the second a soul.
There are persons who feel important, commanding
a vast army, commanding a nation, being the head
of a company, being the owner of vast villas.
There are persons who feel important because of
the love of a friend.
The first are only numbers; the second are souls.

Anna, 12 years of age
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In a slum in Cebu in the Philippines there is an Internet Café that offers broad band
connection with the rest of the world.
In a place where everything is lacking, the opportunities offered by the Internet are infinite.
but along with the opportunities there are risks on the Net.
A growing number of young people are involved in a dangerous circle of sexual
exploitation by online strangers.
Fifteen year old Angelo began to connect with men in chat rooms.
“I met many friends in chat rooms. They told me that I could have earned money by
chatting.”
Angelo is online with men from North America and Europe for many hours each day.
“They tell me:  I will send you money if you pose naked online.  I do it and they send me
the money.” In this way I can help my mother, my sister and her children.”

UNICEF supports initiatives in the Philippines that involve Internet Cafes to convince the
managers to remove private rooms where there are performances requested by foreign
users.
It also promotes a code of conduct for the Internet Cafes in order to make access to the net
safer for young generations.

Source: Il Mondo Domani 30 (2009) 6,3.
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Gospel Readings of
Contemporary Facts
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Micro-credit in Latin America
Mara Borsi

Forms of micro-credit and micro-
enterprise in favor of women are
widespread throughout the Institute. In
this article we present two experiences,
one being carried out in the Andes
region of Ecuador and the other in
Nicaragua.
This little, informal commerce offers the
possibility of educating children,
improving living conditions of families in
addition to the empowerment of the
woman herself.

The community of Pachagron
belongs to the Parish of St. Simon,
located in the Guaranda Canton,
Province of Bolivia (Ecuador). The
greater part of the population is
indigenous and until a few years ago
the most spoken language was
Kichwa, however today Spanish is
widespread even among the
indigenous people. Pachagron is
located at an altitude of 2,500-3,500
meters above sea level. The
greatest source of income is
agriculture and in a lesser way the
raising of animals, of pigs and in a
minimum part cows and sheep.

A bakery in the Andes

This community ,where women are
the most active part, is made up of
150 persons and there is no
infrastructure to meet their needs.
Basic services are lacking and
irrigation canals are insufficient. The
houses, for the greater part, are
made of wood and many are not in

good condition. With the contribution
of different community members they
have arrived at maintaining a
common selling point and through a
first loan they have acquired an oven
for the bakery. Actually, the
community is committed to a
development project to improve
production and to make a
marketplace for products so that this
may give the clients greater
opportunity. Through the micro-
enterprise of the bakery they are
seeking to improve living conditions
for families, especially women and
children. The work is subdivided
among the community members
where there is a strong solicitation of
the sense for individual and
collective responsibility. Even the
norms that regulate micro-
enterprises are decided together.
The planning and ongoing evaluation
allows for vigilance over the quality
of production. The products that the
community offers are ,in general,
corn, grain, beans, string beans and
peas. Production is used primarily for
the community and the nearby
communities, The products are
brought to the County seat of Bolivar
and on Sundays are sold in the
marketplace. Those responsible
hope for an increase of production to
avoid having different members of
the community emigrate to the city.
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Cooperation for development through
forms of partnering is a workshop for
change, an innovative way that
accompanies growth processes and
the spread of economic activity
according to the models of economic
solidarity and social cooperation.

Cooperation to Development, Guidelines for
the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians

Micro-enterprise Main
Masatepe is one of the cities of the
department of Masaya-Nicaragua.
There are about 30,000 inhabitants and
the people are characterized by their
capacity for manual production. There
exists in fact, an ancient artesian
tradition of working with mimbre (vegetal
fiber) , wood and the manufacture of
shoes.
In this region there are three free zones
where the women who are
professionally qualified are offered work
in the sewing area. Young people
between 10-20 years of age do not,
generally, have the possibility of
acquiring a high school diploma.
Professional formation in the artisan
field therefore gives them a good
possibility of entering into the workforce
and contributes toward diminishing the
number of adolescents and young
people who dedicate themselves to
prostitution.
The micro-enterprise connected to the
school of profession formation Main
came into existence from an analysis of
the needs of the population (in the great
part rural) who have scant economic
resources and little possibility of having
dignified, well-paying work. For the most
part, the families are composed of
women who are the head of the family
and many young people. Many of these
work in their homes; others have chosen
to take part in the micro-enterprise and
a small percentage work in the free
zone (Maquilas).
Given the high affluence of the women
at the Maín school, two sections were
opened, one for teaching sewing and
dressmaking and the other for the
manufacture of clothing. Up until this
time the project has had a positive
impact, opening workplace to unmarried
mothers and family heads, giving them
the possibility to use highly
technological machines for the making
of different types of clothing and it has
favored the formation for women with

scant economic resources. The micro-
enterprise is giving back hope to
families who had been gravely
conditioned by poverty.
The project proposed to furnish the
basic knowledge of dressmaking and
sewing to train young people and
women to enter the marketplace in a
qualified manner that responds to the
needs of the territory; of creating the
opportunity for equal earning through
cooperative work to improve the life
quality of the families.
The micro-enterprise makes school
uniforms, clothing for adults and
children, gym suits for physical
education classes. The products are
bought by the students of the different
schools of Nicaragua, and by catechist s
of Catholic parishes.
The greatest difficulty until now has been the
lack of financing for the acquisition of
materials. There is no difficulty in selling
clothing because the prices are very low.
The women involved in the micro-
enterprise are enthusiastic and ready to
give the best of themselves; the
perspective of the project is to increase
the number of women who work in
the making of outfits and thus improve
their living conditions. This is especially
true for those who are heads of a family.

Mara@cgfma.org
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Anna Rita Cristaino

Young people and multi-
belonging

Young people live in a plurality of
ways of socializing, they experience
different ways of belonging and build
their identity through many references.
They could be students who are working
part time, living outside the home and
maintaining daily rapport with their
family, and at the same time they
frequent the parish, discos, and sports
clubs (N.19 Guidelines of the
Educational Mission).

The research on identity and self-
awareness also goes through the
multiple experiences and opportunities
each of us has during her life. In the
research on their identity, the desire to
get to know themselves, to try different
things, to make use of their qualities,
young people decide to have many
experiences that are often very different.

There seems to emerge the need to
make a place in an inner self that is
“multiple”.  For them it is like looking in a 
mirror, choosing from time to time how
to reflect themselves in that which gives
them a confirmation of their own
expectations. What frightens them most
is falling into ordinariness and
mediocrity. They cannot bear an image
of themselves that is merely normal, any
old image. They seek a place and
space that makes them feel unique and
original. Frequently, because of this,
they choose excesses. They
experience that overcoming things helps
their self-esteem to grow.
This self-seeking that they frequently
undertake with some trepidation, leads
them to behavior that at times becomes

illicit: a high incidence of delinquency,
staying up all night, diversion, casual
sex, extreme sports, etc.
But this seeking on their part also urges
them toward the good that they want to
do in an absolute manner. This is why
many of them choose volunteering, be it
with Catholic or lay groups.
They have an unconscious need to try
themselves and to see if they measure
up. But frequently their commitment is
only temporary.  “Always” scares them.  
They fear routine, fear cutting
themselves off from alternatives. It is as
though they tell themselves: “What if I 
choose this forever and then I see a
better way, one that offers me more
opportunity ?”  This type of reasoning 
goes for relationships, affection and the
choice of career.

At times it seems that they are afraid to
face the “final test” that will define them, 
that would give them a unique identity.
We could say, therefore, that identity is
like a patchwork, a puzzle, a mosaic, a
continual seeking for places and
anchoring for self-definition, in a
provisional and reversible way.

Belonging to different worlds

The younger generations live the
sentiment of friendship in an ever
stronger way and they allow themselves
to be involved in relationships with their
whole being! New forms of
communicating and new spaces for
virtual and no-virtual relationships exist.
Even in friendships and couple
relationships we know at times that the
young person is not satisfied with being
part of a unique nucleus of friendship
but needs to belong to groups, which
are at times very different among those

-ly
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who have a particular image of
themselves !

Many live in more dimensions, they
work and at times live with friends or
alone. However they also cultivate a
sense of belonging to their families.
Frequently they leave their home town
and learn to meet beauty and complex
diversity in an intercultural manner.
The young people no longer need a
compass that tells them where to find
North; they need, rather, radar that
indicates the location of other
companions on the journey and
periodically allows them to change
position.

Today it does not seem necessary to
have an identity that is well- anchored
and ideological as much as having the
capacity to discern and make decisions
in a continually plural and changing way.
This is why it is important for the
educator to accompany the young
person, guiding them to self-knowledge
in a conversational way that is always
ready to re-adjust the pieces.
This flexibility and habit of re-
equilibrating is an educational resource
that helps the young person to find
his/her own place in the world and to
sing his/her “song” in a lively voice.  In 
seeking happiness it is important for
them to succeed in transforming
problematic aspects into opportunities
that give them the capacity to give the
best of themselves. Even the world of
work today foresees mobility and the
capacity for adaptation and re-
positioning  of one’s competencies.
This does not help in rooting self
territorially and frequently not even
affectively. It requires great effect so as
not to become dispersed, and especially
a good capacity for reflection to guide

one’s choices in full freedom.  The 
educational intervention could,
therefore, look to educating the capacity
for reflection, discernment and reviewing
experiences so that they may become
part of one’s  “baggage” of wisdom.

All of this is so that they may be outfitted
to respond to the logic of global society
that requires flexibility, perpetual motion,
historical uprooting, hedonistic
consumerism.

Learning to bear the burden of
everyday life

The Guidelines of the Educational
Mission of the FMA remind us how
fluidity characterizes the commitment in
various associations on the part of
young people. Even volunteering could
be lived as a first exploration before
making a definitive choice that will mark
one’s life in a permanent way.  All of this 
could represent an opportunity for
educators and pastoral workers. They
would allow the younger generations to
escape from situations that are closed
up in egoism in one’s own family group 
or in the narrow circle of ones friends,
thus allowing them also to experience
new forms of openness.

As educators we therefore ask the
young people to assume for themselves
the responsibility that will give them trust
and respect, finding out which are their
forms of enthusiasm for sincere,
uncalculated generosity.
Acting in such a way, the young people
willlearn to bear their everyday burdens
in the commitment of realizing their own
dreams on the horizon for a better
humanity.

Acristainocgfman.org
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Proposals and reflections in the face of the educational
emergency

Graziella Curti

This is a theme that touches us close
up, especially as educators.
The Holy Father has spoken of it, and it
has been discussed by the worldwide
formation and educational agencies; the
media is saturated with it.
The Salesian Family, in the footsteps of
Don Bosco once again proposes the
Preventive System as a method for the
Integral growth of the person.

“What is happening?” a dedicated 
teacher asked recently while noting that
adolescents take on the role of thugs,
bullying and overbearing scoundrels .
She gave the answer herself echoing
the thought of many: “Young people 
arrive in high school like little
children, already dressed like
hooligans, with a surly attitude,
strutting , and with a cold glance.
They have drunk in millions of hours
of animated cartoons that show
fights, eyes-poking, mortal
volleys…With respect to twenty 
years ago, these adolescents have a
heated nervous system, at school
they blow up for nothing, they slam
doors, fight with all and do not
accept limits. The basic problem lies
in the imagination that nourishes
them. There is never a time of quiet
around them…If it is true that the
economy sets the tone and rules for
everything else, then it is clear that a
society exalting only competition and
the harsh rules of the marketplace,
the triumph of the conqueror, cannot
help but produce levels of conflict in

all.”  The greatest responsibility for
this attitude would be due, according
to some educators, to the adults who
have not known how to furnish a
different imagination to the young
people. But then are we to throw in
the sponge? Does there exist within
this emergency at least a thread of
hope for parents and educators?

A pedagogy of the alliance

In the treasure of Salesian tradition
there appears a sign that succeeds
in indicating which way we are to
take.
In Don Bosco’s time one passed 
from an agricultural society to
industrial society, from a rural to an
urban society, from a monarchy to a
republic. Today, at the distance of
more than a century, we are living
analogous changes. Today, like
then, the young people constitute the
tip of the iceberg of the problem.
“Don Bosco’s genial idea, that is so 
very valid for today’s society”, said 
Jean Marie Petitclerc, a Salesian
who works on the outskirts of Paris,
“consists in decodifying the 
phenomena of violence that he
observed in the outskirts of Turin as
evident symptoms of a lack in
education. We cannot forget that
violence is frequently used as the
most natural way of handling conflict,
of expressing anger. What is not
natural, but is the fruit of education,
is co-existence, peace, establishing
respectful relationships in meeting
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people who are different from us.”  Don 
Bosco’s classic expressions: “Educating 
is a matter of the heart” and “It isnot
enough to love young people, it is
important that they feel loved” are at the 
basis of beginning to believe anew each
day to trust in a world of youth that at
times expresses itself in absurd and
cruel ways.  “There is always an 
accessible point of good”, the Saintof
young people tells us reassuringly. The
way to accessing it, in every historical
era, is that of loving kindness.

The kite of loving kindness

Brightly colored kites flew in the sky of
education during the Congress which, at
the beginning of 2009, the Salesian
Family at a distance of 60 years from
the Declaration of Human Rights wanted
to dedicate to more than 300 educators
from all marts of the world, so that the
passion by which the journey of
education could be re-lit for those who
were beginning a life journey and could
say with Don Bosco:  “It is enough for 
me that you are young for me to love
you”.
The Congress was an integral part of
the process of new cultural formation
directed by the Congregation and Civil
Society as a response to the
educational emergency spoken of by
many . Precisely because of this, during
the reflection they did not limit
themselves to recalling the past, but

there were also presented to the group
some significant works already in act on
each of the five continents. Then there
appeared on the screen images of
Central America where more than
16,000 young people are being reached
by the Salesian project called “The 
suitcase of human rights”.  From the 
outskirts of Paris to one of the most
populated neighborhoods of Rome they
spoke of underprivileged children of
immigrants who have found acceptance
and education in remedial activities and
insertion into the world of work. From
India and Africa there came accounts of
passing from misery and violence to
responsible citizenship on the part of
girls and boys who worked in
educational projects that responded to
their life questions. And there was
much insistence on the fact that all
Salesian communities are called today
to this educational commitment with the
same passion of Don Bosco and Maria
Mazzarello.

What can be done? We report a few
reflections and counsels that
emerged from the Congress of the
Preventive System and Human
Rights and from the report on the day
of the educating community
celebrated before the beginning of
the FMA Chapter and the words of
the Holy Father himself.
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The Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chavez
responded to the question : “What are 
the Salesians doing with regard to the
educational emergency ?
“The Salesians propose primarily an
educational passion. It is not sufficient,
in fact, to propose valid content, to
maintain exemplary conduct in life. It is
necessary to have this educational
passion, i.e., the capacity to
communicate intensely with the young
people and to face the responses to the
challenges of the present time “to the 
point of recklessness”. On the basis of
his personal experience, Don Bosco
said that it is not enough to love young
people. It is necessary that they are
aware that they are loved. How?
Precisely by sharing life with them, but
not leaving them as they are, rather by
accompanying them in finding the
response to their fundamental,
existential questions, accompanying
them, that is, to the encounter with
Jesus Christ, the only savior of man
yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Words of Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko,
president of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity at the Roundtable
discussion on the “Day of the Educating 
community” organized by the Daughters 
of Mary Help of Christians during their
XXII General Chapter

“But in what does the educational crisis 
of the post-modern age consist? What
is at the center of so much
preoccupation? How can we get out of
this emergency that places at risk the
basis of social co-existence and the very
future of society? Which are the
expectations of the Holy Father in
meeting with educators?

The Cardinal responded:  “Let us not 
forget that the educational relationship is
one of freedom and that Christian
education itself is formation to authentic
freedom. Educators must take the
questions of young people seriously,

those existential and those generated by
the meeting between faith and reason.”

Benedict XVI

“We need the contribution of each
person so that society may become a
more favorable environment for
education. Each and every educator
must know that to educate they must
give something of themselves.”

m.curti@cgfma.org

They have said

“ You have works, schools, and 
oratories for young people, but you
have only one treasure:  Don Bosco’s 
pedagogy. Risk all the rest, these are
only means, but save the pedagogy.
In a world in which people and young
people are fragmented, dried up,
ground up, classified,
psychoanalyzed, in which children
and people are used as guinea pigs
and raw material, the Lord has
entrusted to you a pedagogy in which
respect for the young person
triumphs, as does greatness and
frailty, their dignity as a son or
daughter of God. Conserve it, renew
it, rejuvenate it, enrich it with all
modern discoveries , adapt it to your
young people who are torn in a way
that Don Bosco had never seen, but
for charity sake, conserve it. Change
everything, if necessary, lose your
houses, what do they matter? But
conserve for us this treasure, the way
Don Bosco loved and saved young
people, a way that beats in thousands
of hearts.”

(Appeal of Jean Duvallet, an old
companion of Abbé Pierre, to young
Salesians)
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Information, News, Novelties
from the world of media
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Youngpeople.

Lucy Roces, Maria Antonia Chinello

A web-radio, i.e., radio transmission
viaInternet is the easiest way to spread
a program. You only need a few clicks
to listen to a web-radio, but it is requires
very few to create your own program.
Radio via the Web has notable
advantages: you can reach every
corner of the world at a ridiculously low
price, and it is simple to realize and
manage.

What is it?

Web radio and online radio are terms
that designate radio transmissions that
transmit their palimpsests digitally
through telematic networks, making
them accessible with any instrument
that can connect to the Net.
Users can directly make use online
without previously downloading to a
computer. In some cases traditional
radio can be found on the Net, i.e., FM
(frequency modulation). In this case the
transmitters amplify their listening range
by repeating online transmission. In
other cases, the transmitters, amateurs
or not, who place their programs at the
disposition of all exclusively for Internet
use.

In 2002, MIT (Massachusetts Institute
of Technology) one of the greatest and
most important centers for worldwide
research, calculated the existence to be
27,000 web radios functioning on the
web, but now the estimates are
increasing. According to a recent
American study from 2000 until today
the number of radio listeners via the
Internet has increased by more than
240%, but the data is destined to
increase exponentially. A later study
done in 2005 pointed out that
Generation Y (see DMA Review 1-
2/2009) is impassioned with web radio.
The “Net Radio Generation” is formed of 
males, with an upper middle economic
status. They are between 18-24 years
of age, and have ( or are about to have)
a degree and they are looking for
alternative music counter-current to that
which conventional radio transmits.
The great economic saving in the
realization of web radio makes it
possible to furnish highly specialized
programs of a specific niche.
Radio transmission via Internet is the
simplest way to spread one’s 
programming. All you need is a few
clicks to listen to radio on the web. In
addition to the facility of management,
web radio does not have time or space
limitations thanks to the possibility of
saving the program file for listening at
another time.

From the introduction of web radio
(1995) to today the legal picture has
changed much. On the one side there
is the focus on the copyright, especially
in the field of music, and on the other,
the introduction and spread of the
format and Mp3 together with the
development of the Internet.
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However, not all nations have the
same legal aspects with regard to
copyrights. Where there are norms
that have forms of payment, there is
a proliferation of pirate web radio.

Financial aspect and coverage
To begin a web radio, the operation
or operations on a technical level
are fairly simple. The technical
means are sufficiently “democratic”, 
i.e., it can dialogue with all existing
operating systems: from Windows ,
(Vista, XP, etc),to Linux. Concretely, to
create a web radio you need a good PC,
a normal audio card, an archive of files
in Mp3, Winamp or Realnetwork
software (free downloads from the Net),
a microphone and a headset.
Web radio is such when the files are
accessible to Net navigators. In this
case it is necessary to have a
streamsaver program such as Icecst 2
or Pirate Radio and a public IP address,
but with the help of technical personnel
it is quickly done.
If we intend to transmit music
commercially, a copyright fee must be
paid or you can use a provider such as
Live 365 under a monthly contract.

The technical level is very easy. It is
important to care for the programming of
the palimpsest and ask yourself: Who
are the listeners that we want to reach?
When and what are we to transmit? Will
we transmit live or do we want to tape
the content for later use? Which are the
financial resources we can count on?
How can we make ourselves and our
programs known ?(publicity)

Goodbye small box ?

We could ask ourselves, with the advent
of the Internet or the conversion to
digital, where will the old media end up?
Especially television and radio ?

Are the Net and analog transmission in
contrast? It is preferable to think in
terms of digital convergence, of cross-
media, where a new media does not
undo the preceding, but rather re
inforces it. The advent of the Internet, in
fact, has not retired the radio, cinema,
television and the press…all of this can 
no be done on the Net with new
communication codes and with the
amplification of resources for education.

With web radio the signal and visibility is
strengthened. For the radio of which we
have already spoken, obviously, online
represents a good channel for the
spread of programs that join the
Ethernet transmission. At first view the
two means are presented with the
characterists by certain antithetical
sides. The fundamental difference
regards, in the first place, the range of
coverage for users, i.e., the number of
users and listeners, undoubtedly (at
least in this phase ) much greater for
traditional radio.

Extending the conversation on a
planetary scale, presence on the Net
assures the possbility of a broader level
for listenting which, theoretically is
extended to the whole connected world.
So it is that a radio program in Italian,
thanks to the Internet, can easily
succeed in surpassing geographical
limits and being listened to (with the
ususal limits of understanding the
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language) by listeners spread practically
through the world and vice versa.

RaDio for you

The province of Mother Maddalena
Morano of Catania has for some years
managed a web radio called “RaDio for 
you” and can be reached from the site 
http:radio for you.pcn.net”

It integrates within different resources
and net environments: blogs, wev TV,
instant messenger...thus amplyfying its
interactivity. Radio for you is not
entertainment radio but is rather a
formative means for educators and
young people.

It therefore seeks to be:

 a cultural place to offer an
educational reading of the social
and cultural context grasping the
Good, the True ,the Beautiful;

 a service to the Church and
society creating synergy and
placing at the disposition of all
means and competence so that
the “good” can always be more 
“common;

 a meeting place with those who,
though belonging to other faiths,
share the same faith in Jesus
and the same commitment for
the construction of a new world;

 a possibility for evangelization
for those who want to testify to
life and hope.

Easy, right ?

lmroces@cgfman.org mac@cgfma.org

The other Net… 

The VLC media player of VideoLAN is an open source program for the execution of
multimedia files and it permits for reproducing, codifying and streaming of every type of
video file without download other programs that could codify and/or decodify diverse
formats. VLC media also player supports DVD and VCD files and can be used with
different operating systems:MS Windows, Mac OSX, Linux,BeOs… the official website
(www.videolan.org/vlc/) notes that version 8.6 (the last in circulation) has had more that
100 million downloads.

VLC was created by students from the French Ecole Central of Paris to publish audio and
video files online. Now VideoLan is a worldwide project that involves developers from 20
nations.

Among its functions there is the possibility of viewing incomplete or damaged videos;
watching DVDs from regions different from your own, viewing the decoder from the TV
monitor to the computer thanks to a firewire connection. The most useful function is the
possibility of converting multimedia files in different formats. In the case of a PC that does
not allow for a correct and/or optimal viewing of Youtube videos, it is possible to copy the
link of the film and the play will show the original video in an acceptable way
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This site is presented by Amedeo
Lomonaco who got to know the global
village through images, books and
journeys. Navigating between
remembrances and tests, such as that
of the Vatican Radio, one has the
possibility of getting to know a world that
is full of obstacles but also of challenges
that one needs to see. The site is rich in
images, poetry, stories, news and links
that allow for a trip around the world. It
has different language possibilities:
Italian , French, English, Spanish,
German, Russian, Arabic and Chinese.
In this section one can find links to
government, institutional sites of
countries and territories of the world.

This is the portal for young Europeans.
Published in 24 languages, it offers
young people of Europe the possibility
of keeping informed regarding the world
of work and school. The information is
updated regularly. Furthermore, there is
a section dedicated to the rights of
young people and one to volunteering in
one’s own nation or abroad.
Space is dedicated also to the formation
and participation in active citizenship
and furnishes also a listing of portals
dedicated to young people.
It is also useful for educators to get to
know the norms for cultural exchange
within the European Continent.

This is the site that prepared for and
maintained by the r Latin America
and the Caribbean and it offers much
material and information on the
theme of communication. It is in
four languages: Portuguese, English,
Spanish and French and it gives the
possibility of watching videos
presenting a few summaries of the
contributions offered by different
presenters at the congress.
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It is time to revive the flame

I have just returned from my Spiritual
Retreat. This is a new experience
for me every year, and
notwithstanding my age, I always
find something to do and improve
within myself. After the Retreat I feel
rejuvenated. I still have a long way
to go, and I tell myself that” The Lord 
will give me the time to put in place
whatever is still lacking.”

Perhaps it is because of this that our
Institute has a high percentage of
longevity. In the provinces of the
world there are many beyond 90
years of age and many centenarians.
The Lord, therefore loves us, and
gives us many opportunities for
conversion! However, I also asked
myself if I am a “particular case” 
since the majority of my Sisters are
better than I am and more holy why
should we remain so far from
paradise such a long time?

Fine, the response that I gave myself
was: “I must bear witness to the fact 
that it is possible to remain faithful
even for many years”.  With our 
accumulated years we tell the young
FMA that the “for my whole life” 
pronounced during our perpetual

profession is a promise that can
kept. If WE did it…so can THEY !
And then we also know that in our
relationship with the Lord He gives
the 99% and we the 1% so that the
work can be complete and perfect.

You can feel that we have just
returned from the Retreat! I am all
fervor! Even if, so as not to betray
my complaining nature too much, I
must say that it takes a great
struggle to make the Sisters keep
silent. Yet though we should be
masters of contemplation, frequently
our thoughts judge rather than
praise: “Here we eat better than at
our house…” “I have a room that is 
so hot and noisy…” “Couldn’t they 
give me a room that is better
furnished…”  “Have you heard about 
Sr. So and So’s obedience…And 
what about that of Sr…..” “This year
my provincial is changing…and also 
my animator…I wonder what’s in 
store for me…”
Snippets of conversation that I leave
to your judgment.
Also because I do not want to
immediately betray my good
proposals, since even the patience
the Lord has given me must have
limits!
Right…Instead I want toconclude in
a positive manner, saying that
reviving the flame always discovers
a happy FMA…grumbling, but
happy. Yes. I am a happy FMA who,
notwithstanding aches and pains, or
the contradictions in myself and my
Sisters, am still happy. Yes,
because happiness belongs to those
who look for it with a simple heart
and a clear glance.
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Dossier Open Cenacle one the ways to evangelilzation
Close up Arianna’s Line  When you cannot keep silence
In Search of Pastprel-ly Seeking spirituality
Communicating Youngpeople.com Virtual sects

I recommend only that you never let the fervor which
the Lord has lit in your heart become extinguished
and think that only one thing is necessary… to save
your soul. (Mother Mazzarello)



40

A lamp for steps
and light on the path

Psalm 119, 105

THE WORD

YOU HAVE WORDS READY TO CONSOLE


