
 



  



 



EDITORIAL 

Remembering – Living the Prophecy 

Mother Yvonne Reungoat  

I have the joy of introducing a theme that I hold 

particularly dear in my heart.  Remembering 

and prophecy is the theme that Da Mihi Animas 

intends to propose for the year 2012.  

Remembering speaks of roots, of origins.  For us 

they are the charismatic origins.  Life grows on 

the past and is a mix of newness, challenges, 

and unexpected opportunities.  Being faithful to 

the origins means re-enacting the charism, 

giving color to the designs sketched out by Don 

Bosco and re-finished in the feminine aspects 

by Mother Mazzarello. 

Remembering is a eucharistic attitude. 
Jesus entrusts to memory the celebration of 
His mystery of death-resurrection in the 
expectation of His coming.   
 
No future without roots. Today young 
people seem to have lost the sense of 
remembering, and the need to situate 
themselves in the journey of preceding 
generations has been mislaid. 
They live as though they have been 
somewhat uprooted and suspended, and 
this makes them restless, uncertain in 
assuming commitments for the future.  It is 
also a situation that could touch our 
communities.  If we distance ourselves from 
the source we no longer succeed in placing 
ourselves in the genealogy of persons who 
have built the present.  Building well today 
means preparing the future of young 
people.  

 

Living the prophecy  means being faithful to 

God who accompanies us throughout time, 

means a  remembrance that is  projected into  

The future, obedience in the love that becomes 

listening to persons, events, situations that 

continue to challenge us. Prophecy has been 

present from the time of our origins.  

Adaptation, evolving, looking forward is not 

only an imperative of our time.  It is the story of 

every human life that is not content to be 

repetitive, but seeks to grasp the newness of 

the events that God, through circumstances, 

designs for it.  

This year we will celebrate the 140th 

anniversary of the Institute and in the 

remembrance there emerges its journey of 

sanctity that is creative fidelity.  How many 

changes Maria Domenica had to face during her 

lifetime!  She was able to do so because she 

revolved around a center so as  to unify the 

different experiences:  the mysterious call-I 

entrust them to you-was the organizing 

principle that illumined the meaning and 

change and facilitated their harmonious 

integration.  

Even today we are called to be faithful to the 

history, to a past of sanctity that is the premise 

for a future rich in hope.  To dialogue, listen, 

plan, narrate, become impassioned anew:  

these are the verbs that with humility and 

daring we want to conjugate in today’s story 

that is given to us to live. The pages of DMA will 

help us to do so. 

 





DOSSIER 
 

In the Furrows of 140 years 
 
Giuseppina Teruggi 
 
“ Our vocational experience is inserted into 
the furrows traced out by those who have 
preceded us in the history of salvation and 
by the generations of Sister who, through 
different ways and in different times, have 
carried out the covenant of love with Jesus, 
dedicating themselves as Don Bosco and 
Mother Mazzarello did, to the evangelizing 
mission through education” (Plan of 
Formation 5).  
 
The today of Mornese 
 
The Formative Plan evokes images of 
furrows, pathways, journeys, in  view of the 
covenant, a pact of Love to our fidelity to 
God from generation to generation. Even 
today our story continues this uninterrupted 
sowing in fertile furrows or those that had 
been recently plowed , in rough clods, or in 
promising ground.  The furrow opened at 
Mornese still welcomes the seed, produces 
shoots, and gives fruit.  This is so because it 
is bathed by the breeze of the Spirit, guided 
by the help of Mary, cultivated by the 
thousands of Sisters who collaborate in its 
fruitfulness. 
 
 
What does it mean to update Mornese ? 
 We recently asked a few of our Sisters.  
Mother Antonia Colombo shared the 
conviction that it is “the creative fidelity to 
make the spirit of Mornese present in the 
different environments in which we work.  
Fidelity presupposes awareness and love, 
knowledge of the origins of our religious 
family in the cultural context in which it was 
born and develops, in response to a 
surprising call from God that finds in love 
the strength to overcome difficulties, 
accepting changes and the unforeseen.  
From here there is born the humble courage 
of new realizations that are creative with 

respect to the past, but faithful to the spirit 
of the origins”. 
For an African Sister, Sr. Chantal, it is 
essential “to make Mornese present, 
reviving in us the spirit that animated our 
first Sisters, and living it in the concreteness 
of each day.  Rendering it actual in our life 
in the community and in the mission, certain 
that we, too, will be able to make of our 
house the house of the love of God.” 
Sr. Marilena, an Italian, confirms that 
“Mornese today means reviving in our 
houses the spirit of unity, faith, charity, 
trusting abandonment to God, profound joy 
and humility.  It means having the courage 
of holiness and believing that even today it 
is possible to make of every community the 
house of the love of God”. 
 According to Sr. Edna Mary of Oceania, 
“...it is constantly returning to the sources of 
our inheritance and placing it in relationship 
with the reality of daily, practical life.  One of 
the essential sources that sustains my FMA 
spirituality is constituted by the Letters of 
Maria Domenica Mazzarello.  I found in 
them a countless treasure that allows us all, 
no matter where we live, no matter what our 
age, to „update‟ Mornese in an authentic 
way”. 
It is important “to bring back the climate of 
Mornese in the Salesian Family”, says Sr. 
Glorina, an Asian Sister, “in the educating 
communities and in the life of each FMA not 
only by remembering, but in allowing the 
spirit of Mornese to flow through the veins of 
our being.  We deal with animating each 
day with the fire of love, in its expressions of 
sacrifice, availability, trust, forgiveness, 
acceptance, and understanding and, above 
all, with the courage of truth”. 
 
From America Sr. Adair confirms that “today 
we need to „update‟ Mornese.  But how?  By 
acting in such a way that those educational 
and evangelizing experiences begun in a 



little village, suited to the needs and realities 
of the place, spread to new „aeropagi‟ in the 
youth culture, to new contexts of the 
globalized world.  Still further, when faced 
with the challenges and complexities of 
daily life we know how to adapt methods 
and content, to educate and for young 
people so that they may experience the love 
of God, to follow the values of the 
Preventive System and thus contribute to 
the constructing of a society that is more 
human, ethical, fair and in solidarity.” 
 
A time of remembering 
 
Updating Mornese is remembering the 
charismatic roots of a singular history that is 
prolonged in time.  Remembering does not 
mean merely recalling, or even 
commemorating.  It means, rather re-
reading  events, persons, testimonies, and 
making them alive in the present, making 
them current, close.  It means that through 
an acculturated language they may transmit 
evocations and stimuli, approaching what 

happened in the past with a view toward the 
future. 
This leads to a typically eucharistic attitude 
of the re-enactment and projection toward 
the promises of what will be in future times.  
When we celebrate the Eucharist, precisely 
because we remember, we cannot but look 
at the perspective toward which it leads us:  
The eternal Eucharist, when in Christ we will 
rise  and live a dimension of fullness and of 
communion with God that we cannot even 
imagine today.  In the eucharistic 
communion we do not stop at the presence 
and neither do we recall only the past, but 
we guide ourselves toward that future that is 
the eternal present. 
 
 Agnese Moro, daughter of the great 
Italian statesman, observed that “in order 
to remember, it is necessary to know, 
understand, judge so as to be able to 
choose,  I think that in the so-called 
commemorations to remember certain 
events, one must really stop, and re-ignite 
participation.”  It is necessary to stop to 



remember.  Beyond the times of 
celebration, that are also a „sign‟ to share 
and re-affirm something great for which to 
be grateful, in the marvel of what the Spirit 
continues to build in our history. 
 
Knowing when to stop, to overcome the 
overlapping fragments that fill the days and 
capture the best of our energies, and to 
recall, in the silence, the most intense 
voices of their  story of what has been 
handed down to us. It is essential, therefore, 
to know and understand, to ask ourselves 
deeply what the past has been able to 
enlighten us about today‟s choices . 
 
Remembering is fruitful if it is translated into 
a commitment, if it becomes the bold 
decision to be faithful today, if it becomes a 
vital synthesis that connects the past, 
present and future.  It is important that we 
ask ourselves what it means to go back to 
what Mary Mazzarello and the first Sisters 
of Mornese experienced and lived when 
they embodied a charismatic identity that 
today is alive and strong  after 140 years. 
 
A time of dynamic fidelity 

 
The remembrance of the 140th anniversary 
of the Institute is an entrustment of fidelity. It 
is a dimension that makes us look at “time” 
as a “today” that spreads and links past and 
future in a continuum. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer asked himself:  “Is the 
loss of moral memory perhaps the reason 
for the crumbling of all ties, love, marriage, 
friendship, and loyalty?  Nothing remains; 
nothing is rooted.  All is short term; all is 
short of breath.  However, goods such as 
justice, truth, beauty, and, in general, all the 
great achievements, require time, stability, 
“remembering” otherwise they degenerate.” 
To enthusiastically revive the evangelical 
perception of the Founder, to remember the 
many Sisters who joyfully lived the same 
perception, to recognize the wealth of what 
has been built in these 140 years of history, 
to give one‟s own contribution acculturated 
in today‟s context, this is what we may call 
fidelity.  It is an attitude that urges us to live 

the charism integrally, but in different ways, 
with new signs and expressions, suited to 
the times and culture.  Because fidelity is a 
journey that is always renewed.  While 
being aware that in today‟s “liquid” society 
fidelity is frequently threatened, many do not 
hold it as a value, and, especially among 
young people, it is a struggle to build a 
mentality of fidelity, immersed as we are in 
the provisional, in fragmentation, in 
mutation. 
 
In his narration “The Path of the Field”, the 
philosopher Martin  Heiddegger comments 
that the path becomes the guide of the 
person who is walking.  And, in so far as we 
walk, we see the panorama change, and we 
take in what it offers us. 
So it is that fidelity is always walking, 
responding to new appeals with the 
continual wisdom of the same journey. 



Thus fidelity means always being on a 
journey, responding to new appeals with the 
wisdom of one who continues that same 
journey.  Whoever enters the  already 
advanced way has already traveled a good 
piece of the road.  Whoever has been on 
the way for some time, can recognize the 
newness that it offers.  Pauses are for 
resting, not for interrupting the journey. 
Every fidelity brings with it struggles, 
uncertainty, delusions.  At times we 
recognize that the response is partial, weak, 
and incoherent, but not because of this 
does the covenant of love with God waver.   
 
The fidelity of the person always remains, 
and it is founded on and sustains our 
fidelity.  It provokes us to renew our will to 
go forward with greater vigor, 
notwithstanding the struggle.  The journey is 
made by walking, and is strengthened in the 
measure in which it rests on a mysticism 
and asceticism in which a faithful God is a 
constant reference. 
 
A time of creative fidelity 
 
It is a fidelity to a God who has called us, a 
fidelity to the charisma and to our Rule of 
Life that makes it practical, fidelity to the 
young people, fidelity to our history. 
How does it make us faithful ? 
Fidelity, as we well know, is not repeating or 
doing again that which the Founders did, 
but discerning and carrying out that which 
they would do today, in faithfulness to the 
Spirit, to respond to the educational needs 
of our time.  This is what we mean by 
creative fidelity.   It cannot take inspiration 
from generic indications, but it is built in 
practical life, in a precise historical context, 
in the attention to the “signs of the times”, 
here and now.  It is the great challenge by 
which we feel induced to action. 
 
A glance at the face of the Institute today 
allows us to discern many signs of creative 
fidelity, not only in the many realizations and 
in the works to which we dedicate 
ourselves.  It is also in the journeys of 
authentic conversion that we glimpse in the 

genuine and simple witness of Sisters of all 
ages under every sky.  At times it is 
expressed in imperceptible steps, marked 
by a slow and difficult rhythm, but one that 
is progressive and true. Because often „the 
essential is invisible to the eye‟ and only „a 
heart that sees‟ catches the inner 
transformations that the Spirit carries out 
when docility and fidelity are interwoven in 
daily life. 
 
From the personal and community 
evaluations we also discover that it is 
necessary to  “courageously find again the 
daring, the creativity, the sanctity of the 
Founders as a response to the signs of the 
times” (VC 37). 
 
When we  interrogate ourselves on creative 
fidelity, we feel provoked by many 
questions.  Are we seeking to bring out 
something new in our educational mission 
with the young people and  the laity with 
whom we work ?  Do we know how to be 
“good administrators”, but without an 
innovative drive?  Are we sensitive to what 
is happening in the Church, in the world, in 
the new culture around us?  Do we know 
how to activate awareness, spirit of 
initiative, creative action?  Do we seek 
tranquility in the things that go well, or do 
we accept the restlessness that comes from 
deep seeking? 
 There are many ways of understanding 
creative fidelity.    Each FMA could express 
it from her own point of view.  For Sr. 
Glorina it means allowing the charism to 
become incarnate in every culture based on 
the signs of the times and the needs of 
young people.  “I can‟t wait for the time” she 
says, “when every FMA is in condition to 
incarnate the charism of the Founder in her 
own reality and to carry out  her “own” 
charism within the charism of the Founders. 
 
It is a dream already realized in Mother 
Maria Mazzarello, Sr. Eusebia, Sr. Teresa 
Valsé, Sr. Maria Troncatti and many other 
Sisters.  The charism of the Founders has 
been realized in a magnificent way in 
various ways in different parts of the world.” 



 
Sr. Adair holds that creative fidelity is 
“maintaining alive a tradition, it is receiving it 
and carrying it forward in a dynamic way.  
Tradition is something human; it is the 
possibility of existing and making progress 
along the way.  However, tradition cannot 
hibernate.  Reality obliges us to modify it 
and therefore it is necessary to have it meet 
with innovation.  Innovation means going 
forward, it means creating something that 
still does not exist, it means discovering a 
new facet, and it is tradition that offers us 
the material for innovation.  Tradition 
without innovation does not transmit 
anything and innovation without tradition 
has no solidity.” 
 
  “We cannot be faithful to a static form of 
life” says Sr. Edna Mary. “Creative fidelity is 
dynamism,  inventiveness, creativity, 
enterprising, vision, courage, taking 
risks...innovation, not repetition.  Repetition 
is concentrating on the past.  Being 
innovative means allowing  self to be 

illumined by the past, in the present, for the 
future. 
 
Sr.Marilena emphasizes that it is in “reading 
the daily reality with the eyes of our time 
and the heart of the  Founders, to seek their 
way of salvation for the young people.  It 
means finding in  the fundamental values of 
educational pedagogy  and in the spiritual 
journey traced out by Don Bosco and 
Mother Mazzarello an efficacious and 
courageous response to today‟s poverties. 
 
Sr. Chantal has us note how the expression 
“creative fidelity” recalls “the value of the 
charism and of the spirituality of the Institute 
to which we are called to be always faithful, 
notwithstanding cultural and social changes.  
Fidelity is knowing how to accept in the 
changes of the times those fundamental 
elements of the charism and to apply them 
with a creativity suited to the needs and 
requirements of today‟s society.  It means 
going forward toward new frontiers with 
courage, facing challenges without fear, in 



the certainty that God is with us.” 
 
A time of mysticism and prophecy  
 
This year we are remembering the 50th 
anniversary of Vatican Council II, begun on 
October 11, 1962.  It was an ecclesial event 
that entrusted to consecrated life the appeal 
for a serious return to the charismatic 
origins of the Founders, to discover anew 
the roots of “perfect charity” , of missionary 
enthusiasm, to draw again from the 
freshness of one‟s “first love”.  The 
entrustment of the Council becomes urgent 
today.  It constitutes a priority for us as 
FMA, called to express by our lives that “the 
greatest of all is Love” in a journey of 
continual conversion. 
In a meeting of  Superiors General, Fr. 
Bruno Secondin noted that  “we have, in our 
inherited memory, a high rate of mysticism 
and prophecy.   It is up to us  once again 
put into play this inheritance”.  It is a putting 
into play that involves us on both personal 
and community levels, that urges us toward 
gratitude, to constancy, to gratuity, to a “ 
determined determination” to face the 
struggles and joys that daily life brings with 
itself. 
 

Let us take on the challenge that comes to 
us from the Final Declaration of the Plenary 
Session of the Superiors gathered in Rome 
in May of 2010, from which we may identify 
some expressions close to our charism.  We 
believe that “the future of feminine religious 
life lies in the strength of its mysticism and 
prophecy  and we commit ourselves : 
 

o To open our eyes to discover new 
frontiers of light in the darkness of 
our world, the precarious situation of 
women, the existential distress of 
many young people, the 
consequences of wars and natural 
disasters, and the extreme poverty 
that generates violence. 

 
o To offer, as consecrated women, a 

ministry of compassion and of 
healing. 

o To network, on the local and global 
level. 

o To overcome the boundaries of our 
respective charismas and to unite 
among ourselves to offer to the 
world a mystical and prophetic word.   

o To dialogue in truth with the Church 
on all levels of the hierarchy, for a 
broader recognition of the role of the 
woman.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



According to you, what is the  significance of celebrating 140 
years of history?   
 
“These 140 years are a 
message of the infinite 
variety of human, Christian 
and religious experiences 
lived by millions of  women 
throughout the world, 
because 140 years ago a 
group of women, guided 
by  M.D.Mazzarello in 
Mornese, spoke an 
unconditional “yes” to God 
who guided them and 
called them by name.  This 
message is like the 
accumulation of a myriad 
of biographies, each one 
brilliant, unique, capable of 
repeating the Glory of God 
incarnate in the life of 
every Sister, in every 
event which, begun by the 
Founders, is extended 
today and toward the 
future” (FMA of Oceania) 
 
 
140 years of history : “...to 
know in depth the roots of 
my Institute, following its 
development and taking 
inspiration from the life of 
the first Sisters and in all 
those who have preceded 
me, to the benefit of my 
life and that of our 
communities.  It means 
recognizing and thanking 
the hand of Providence 
that has accompanied the 
Sisters in the struggles 
and challenges during 
various phases of the 
development of the 
Institute” (FMA of Africa). 
 

“...it has an immense 
significance:  It is a long 
story of God‟s actual 
intervention, of God who 
becomes alive in the life of 
many consecrated FMA, 
who live to serve, love, 
and save many and 
especially many young 
people in a great part of 
the world.  Thousands of 
young people and persons 
have been welcomed, 
protected, loved, formed, 
and blessed through our 
works.  The amount of 
good done is incalculable, 
as is the goodness and 
beauty sown in their 
hearts.  How many places 
of formation and 
evangelization have been 
constructed during these 
years, places that 
symbolize the excellence 
of care, efficiency of 
organization and generous 
sharing of goods received”  
(FMA of America).   
 
“It is an opportune 
celebration because today 
we have grown from 11 
Sisters to 13,877 who 
work in 94 nations and on 
5 Continents.  It is a time 
to REMEMBER, RENEW 
AND REJOICE for the 
marvels that we have lived 
in the Salesian Family, in 
our educating communities 
in our life” (FMA of Asia). 
 
“… it means recognizing 
the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our history and in 

our Salesian charism.  It is 
remembering and giving 
thanks because from the 
humble roots of the 
Mornesian land a fruitful 
tree of life and grace has 
grown.  It means 
celebrating the sanctity of 
the Sisters who have gone 
before us and who have 
contributed with the 
richness of their existence 
to give a face to the living 
monument of thanksgiving 
to Mary Help of Christians”   
(FMA of Europe). 
 
“To sum up: gratitude, 
personal and community 
responsibility in relation to 
the charism! I feel fully in 
harmony with the invitation 
of la Madre to 
„contemplate with renewed 
gratitude the plan of God 
that began in Mornese in 
1872 and of which, by a 
gratuitous gift, we are a 
vital part‟  (C 920). It 
means remembering with 
gratitude!” (Mother Antonia 
Colombo). 
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 ENCOUNTERS 

 

Encounter of Don  Bosco with  the 

Daughters of the Immaculate 

We begin this reflection with the series of 

encounters of Don Bosco with Mary Mazzarello .  

It will highlight the richness of their reciprocal gift 

of the founding event of the FMA Institute, which 

had its genesis in the group of the Daughters of 

Mary Immaculate of Mornese  (DMI). 

Convergence of two autonomous 

experiences  

During the same years in which Don Bosco 

was laying the foundation of the Salesian 

Congregation ( the „60‟s and 70‟s), there was 

in act  on the horizon another project: 

dedicating himself to the education of girls.  

While he was forming his early collaborators 

at Valdocco, at Mornese he found a group of 

young women already consecrated to God 

and guided by a Salesian, Fr. Domenico 

Pestarino, a disciple of Frassinetti. 

The Institute rose thanks to two autonomous 

and convergent movements, both were 

historically necessary for existence and for 

their specific spirituality. 

Don Bosco heard the call of God and at the 

same time Providence was preparing the way 

for a Marian group begun in Mornese on 

December 9, 1855.  The association was for 

those young women the place in which two 

dimensions of Salesian spirituality were 

harmonized:  the exclusive seeking for God 

and apostolic ardor.  

The first message of Don Bosco to the 

Daughters of Mary Immaculate 

From the first encounter of  Domenico 

Pestarino with Don Bosco (1861/62) that 

group of young women began to gravitate 

more and more in a Salesian orbit.  Sr. 

Petronilla Mazzarello recalled that in 1863  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Bosco sent the Daughters of Mary 

Immaculate a medal of Mary with the 

message:  “Yes, pray, but do all the good that 

you can, especially for  youth, and do all 

possible to impede sin, even if it were only a 

venial sin.” 1 

Don Bosco traced out a journey along the 

frontiers of preventive education where 

prayer and action were inseparable.  Maria 

Domenica‟s response to that message was 

quick and unconditional: very soon she 

welcomed two little orphans, rented two 

rooms, modified her lifestyle, and dedicated 

herself to the education of girls in a style 

similar to that of Don Bosco, so much so that 

the new way of life aroused criticism and 

opposition among the DMI. 

The spirit was making a new bud sprout from 

an old tree trunk. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Cronistoria I 118. 



The excavations for the two “temples”  ” 

While in 1864  excavations were begun in 

Turin for the construction of  the Church that 

would be dedicated to the Help of Christians2 

,at Mornese construction was begun on the 

Collegio that would become the first house of 

the “living monument” to Mary Help of 

Christians that was silently being prepared. 

The first personal encounter of the DMI with 

Don Bosco was on October 8, 1864, the year 

in which Maria and Petronilla had decided to 

leave their families to form a little community 

with the children and girls to be educated.   

The impact with the future Founder and his 

familiar approach with the young women was 

decisive.  Maria Domenica remained 

fascinated and confided:  “Don Bosco is a 

saint, a saint, and I feel it!” 

When a group of DMI, along with Maria 

Domenica, decided to transfer to Casa 

Immacolata in 1867, Don Bosco, realistically 

established the criteria:  the young women 

had to be financially autonomous, maintaining 

themselves by their work. 

It was becoming evident that there would be 

an incipient educational community.  There 

were ever more accentuated expressions of 

the formation of the girls with the intention of 

preparing them for adult life through work, 

and of educating them to the awareness of 

the love of God. 

Events and actions that prepared the new 

foundation 

Don Bosco monitored the new project in the 

making.  The encounters became more 

frequent and planned.  On December 9, 

1867, he arrived in Mornese where he held a 

conference for the DMI, and on the 13th he  

 

 

                                                           
2
 Cf MB VII 652. 

 

blessed the chapel of the new collegio. He 

repeated to the young women:  “Be cheerful, 

be cheerful because Our Lady loves you!”  3 

In that house, “even the walls seemed to 

breathe happiness” so great was the 

enthusiasm that reigned in all, 

notwithstanding trials, poverty, and conflicts. 

At the suggestion of Don Bosco, Maria 

Domenica was elected superior. 

At the suggestion of Fr.Pestarino he returned 

to Mornese on April 19, 1869 and remained 

there until April 22, notes the Cronistoria in 

referring also to a program schedule that he 

would later send to the young women.4  The 

handwritten copy of this was not kept, but it 

was recalled by the first Sisters had handed 

on the important points:  after the daily 

schedule, there were a few counsels that 

mirrored Salesian spirituality and the 

anticipated essential aspects of the lifestyle of 

the future religious. 

Don Bosco was again in Mornese on May 9, 

1970, on the occasion of the first Mass of Fr. 

Pestarino‟s nephew.  He met with the DMI at 

various times during those days. During the 

month of April, 1871, he returned again and 

he often deepened his  awareness of the 

young apostles, and especially that of Maria 

Domenica, while he expressed his 

satisfaction with their educational presence 

among the girls.  He made an agreement with 

Fr.Pestarino for the necessary adaptations to 

the Carante house, much more so because 

he had already decided to destine the 

collegio to the DMI. 5 

pcavaglia@cgfma.org 
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 Ivi 204. 

4
 Ivi 224-225. 

5
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Cooperation and Development 

 

Valponasca Association 

The Editorial Staff 

This section will present some projects 
inspired by the idea of cooperation and 
development applied in the field of education, 
human rights, cooperatives, women, 
indigenous populations, the environment, and 
microcredit. 

 

In this first issue of the year 2012, we present 
the Valponasca Association, a nonprofit 
organization with social headquarters in León 
(Spain), promoted by the FMA province of 
“Our Lady of the Way”.  It works in the field of 
social intervention and has as its aim the 
integral advancement of children, young 
people, women, immigrants, and families at 
risk, and in situations of social exclusion.  

The principles on which the Association is 
founded are the integral promotion of the 
person through prevention, education and 
formation; an educational style of 
accompaniment, that focuses on continuity 
in its interventions, socio-educational 
attention toward the formation and insertion 
into working society, the empowerment of 
volunteering  as a personal and social  
option.  Among the attentions employed there 
is a formation open to transcendence to 
allow persons to question themselves on the 
meaning of life.  

One of the programs carried out by the 
association is the CASA program (Centro di 
Appoggio Sociale Aperto), which, to date, has 
reached more than 300 children in situations 
of risk and social exclusion, carrying out an 
integral intervention, in preventive work as 
well as direct intervention, promoting their 
social insertion and favoring an integral 
development of the person.  It is a socio- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

educational, and intercultural project that 
presently works in Madrid (Aravaca 
neighborhood), León, Lugo and Vigo. 

Attending the 2011-2012 course are more 
than 100 children and young people from 10 
to 18 years of age in four locations.  They are 
of varied  nationalities; Spanish, Colombian, 
Uruguayan, Brazilian, Dominican, 
Ecuadorian, Congolese, Angolan, Cuban, 
Slovakian, Romanian, and Moroccan 

They count on the indispensible presence of 
32 volunteers who work as educators with the 
children, and favor the learning of some 
scholastic materials.  There are also 6 
volunteers from the Italian Civil Service.   

But the Valponasca Association realized that 
a good work for the social insertion of minors 
could not leave aside working with their 
families, and therefore they began the 
METAS program that foresees an integrated 
service of personalized consultation and 
accompaniment for access to work and 
formation.  To date more than 400 requests 
have been taken into consideration and more 
than 100 jobs have been found.  The program 
embraces the whole process of social and 
work insertion, beginning from preparation, 
seeking work adapted to the competence of 
the persons, to the point of accompaniment 
during the first months on the  job.  It is 
mainly unemployed adults who benefit from  

 



 

this program, but it is also good for the 
factories and shops that find themselves 
hiring persons who follow a way of orientation 
and formation. 

In addition to CASA and METAS, the 
Valponasca Association carries out the 
program We grow more together to sensitize 
to the idea of and form to Volunteerism. 

The volunteers speak 

“I have been a volunteer for 2 years and I 
made this choice mainly because I like to 
work with young people and children, 
whether it be helping them in their studies 
or carrying out different educational 
workshops with them.  I give them mainly 
educational support, teaching some 
specific material or following them in their 
tasks at home, supporting them in area 
workshops.  In working with the 
Valponasca Association there is a part 
oriented toward social integration, 
education to values, seeking to transmit 
an education that will serve them for life, 
especially through the prevention of at 
risk situations or social exclusion.  On the 
emotional level I receive much, much, 
energy and vitality from all the boys and 
girls.   

 

 

 

Upon learning many things, they say that  
they learn from me, but I learn much from 
them.  There is much affection, and when 
I will leave here I will  

carry with me a smile stamped within.  
They tell me of their experiences and ask 
many questions in  order to understand 
themselves on a personal level, and this 
gives me much satisfaction”. 

 

International Year of the Cooperatives 

“Cooperatives remind the international 
community that it is possible to reconcile 
economic productivity with social 
responsibility.”  The UN General 
Assembly has declared that 2012 will be 
the International Year of the 
Cooperative”.  
(http://social.un.org/coopsyear/index.shtm)l 
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A World in Conflict 
 
Julia Arciniegas  
Martha Seïde 
 
 
 
From an attentive reading of reality as 
presented in the media, we have the 
impression that there is no region in the world 
where one can live in perennial peace.  It is 
not by chance that Benedict XVI has 
proposed as the theme for the World Day of 
Peace 2012:”Educating Young People to 
Justice and Peace”.  Taking its inspiration 
from this message, this article would like to 
bring out the many ways in which violence is 
expressed in today‟s world and therefore the 
urgency to accompany the young people so 
that they may respond to the challenge to 
create a future of peace. 
 
A glance at the reality 
 
“They kidnapped me with two of my friends”, 
says Yulu, a child soldier, on his return from 
this unforgettable experience.  They were 
used as spies and thieves. “I was used as a 
soldier because I was stronger.  Now I suffer 
from pains to the spleen and chest, and I can 
still hear the noise of the cannons in my ears, 
because they forced me to keep on my body 
heavy armaments that launched noisy 
projectiles like bombs...They sent me around 
to fire at everyone and everything, without 
any reason...to get food and to steal things, to 
destroy houses and persons.” 
 
 
“My name is Camillo, and I am from Congo, 
but I have been living in this country for four 
years.  Something terrifying happened to me. 
I was talking on my cell phone while I was 
waiting for a bus...I had my back turned, and 
when I turned around I saw a car that 
screeched to a halt close to me, so close that 
I had to move.  The windows were rolled 
down and the passengers began to hurl 
insults at me.  They were just boys like 
myself, but they were yelling curses at me, 
calling me „ugly‟ and then they called out: „Go 
back to your country!‟  After I saw a man who  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
had watched the whole scene who just 
shrugged with a gesture as if to say: „None of  
my business‟ and he walked away!  I felt 
destroyed.” 
The testimonies reported are only examples 
that allow us to see the spread of violent 
events.  In fact, the reasons for conflict can 
be found in every sector of existence: family, 
ethnic, religious, political, economic.  It seems 
that the only way to resolve contrasts and 
dissensions is by violence.  The great 
hostilities are being substituted by a series of 
continual vexations, of the systematic 
violations of human rights, of the everlasting 
structural violence, and because of this, 
human dignity and the safety of persons are 
offended.  It is what Caritas Italiana affirms in 
its Permanent Observer on forgotten conflicts 
to make note of the reality of the violence of 
war in the world.      
(Cf. www.conflittidimenticati.it). 
 
At the sources of peace 
 
In biblical revelation peace is much more than 
the simple absence of war; it represents the 
fullness of life (Cf. Ml 2,5). The promise of 
peace that runs through all of the Old 
Testament finds its fulfillment in the person of 
Jesus.  Peace, in fact, is the messianic good 
par excellence, that takes in all other salvific 
goods.  Action for peace is never detached 
from the proclamation of the Gospel, which is 
precisely “the good news of peace”  (Act 
s10,36; Cf. Eph 6,15), directed to all humanity 
(Cf. Compendium DSC, 489-493). 
 
The promotion of peace in the world is an 
integral part of the mission by which the  
Church continues the work of Christ without 
ceasing to proclaim its “prophecy of peace”.  
Through diversified interventions it has 
constantly indicated the ways to resolve the 
conflicts that have marked history.  The 
annual messages for the World Day of Peace 
are evidence of this attention to guide people,  

http://www.conflittidimenticati.it/


 
 
 
States and Nations to become participants in 
their preoccupations for the re-establishment  
and consolidation of peace (Cf. ibid, 489-
493). 
Peace is the fruit of justice and love.  It is built 
day by day.  Dialogue, non-violence, seeking 
for solutions that are alternatives to war and 
discord, forgiveness; reconciliation, are the 
preferential ways found in the Gospel (Cf. 
Ibid,  494-495). 
 
 
Builders of peace 
 
In the presentation of the Message for Peace 
2012, it was emphasized that the theme of 
this year is inserted into the furrow of “the 
pedagogy of peace‟, traced out by John Paul 
II.  It deals with an invitation to listen and help 
the new generations in the building of a world 
that is more just, peaceful, and in solidarity.  
As N. Anselmi responsible for the Service of 
Italian Youth Ministry  has said, education to 
justice and peace must not be thought of only 
in great themes and events, but it must be 
lived in the daily events of community life that 
are less aggressive, reconciled, based on 
sober and profound relationships.  This way 
of living must gradually pervade all of society 
beginning from the young people in a 
renewed commitment and social-political 
passion, as well as a new pedagogical 
commitment of all who are responsible for 
education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is conflict  
How is it different from war ? Without trying to 
provide a profound response to these 
questions, it is necessary to clarify that the 
concept of conflict does not have a 
necessarily negative meaning and, in any 
case, it cannot be considered automatically 
as either a synonym for violence or war. 
There are many meanings that could be 
attributed to the word conflict, and according  
to the level, the “quality” of the subjects 
involved and the dimensions of the conflict 
itself, just as the concepts or ideas around it, 
can be different.  In general, conflict is a 
constitutive dimension of the human 
condition, a dimension, i.e., that must be 
dealt with in all its complexity, both on the 
personal and interpersonal level, or on the 
social level (national and international) 
   
 
(http://www.conflittidimenticati.it/cd/a/13967.ht
ml). 
 
This meaning of the conflict relates to the 
need for an education that takes in the 
human condition in its entirety. From this 
perspective, commitment to education takes 
on the challenge of prevention, insofar as  
educating  to manage conflicts in a positive 
way we create the conditions for building 
peace. 
 
 

j.arciniegas@cgfma.org 
mseide@yahoo.com 
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 Arianna’s Line 

 

Creativity 

Giuseppina Teruggi 

There are different ways to reach the same 

goal... 

Various expressions are possible to live the 

same charism... 

One needs a touch of creativity to make new 

what has been marked by the passing of 

time. 

Reflecting on creativity means convincing self 

that the “new” always has distant roots, and it 

is authentic if one does not break with those 

roots.  

They are inseparable … 

… Creativity and charism. Charism for 

Alessandra Smerilli, FMA, is “the  gift of eyes 

capable of seeing things that others do not 

see” and “when the charism is at work in a 

person and in a community, grace is born 

there around this, and  thanks to this charism 

one succeeds in seeing farther, and because 

of this “when a charism, little or great,  bursts 

into history there begins a process of change 

that invests all fields of humanity, that of 

economy”  (cf „Blessed Economy pp. 

22.25.26). In fact, there is a close relationship 

between creativity and charism.  

… Creativity and seeking. Ennio Morricone, 

a genius of musical composition was asked 

about the secret of his inexhaustible creativity 

in hundreds of film soundtracks. “Elbow 

grease!” he replied.  This term signifies a 

determined will, hard self-discipline, 

constancy, and continual seeking.  Creativity 

does not have journeys that are taken for  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

granted.  It is the struggle of analysis, 

originality in inquiry, humility in going back to 

see if there is a better way.  It is not imitation 

of a style, but taking a risk, knowing how to 

question self, serious and severe 

commitment. 

…Creativity and innovation. In the business 

world, (but not only there), a distinction is 

made between “innovation” and “imitation”.  

The innovator is one who introduces what is 

new, breaks with a static situation and 

creates development.  The imitator makes 

his/her own the innovation of others and 

creates profit.  Beyond the business sphere, 

this is true for institutions, in artistic 

expression, and also in the way of organizing 

one‟s own social life. 

 …Creativity and love. Love makes us 

creative; a profound capacity to love opens 

us to gestures and expressions are colored 

by originality.  The climate that one creates 

around self, the style by which one prepares 

for and lives an event, the way of 

approaching an encounter...these all bear the 

stamp of love, the fragrance of creativity.  

Creative love bears the connotation of 

gratuity “that leads one to approach every 

person, every being, self, knowing that the 

person, the living being, that activity, nature, 

myself, are not “things” to be used, but 

realities to be respected and loved.” 

…Creativity and signs.  In Circular 918  

Mother Yvonne Reungoat invites “every 

community to seek together that which could 

help us to change so that we may become 



ever more evangelical with a “Salesian 

touch”.  With God in our hearts and lives we 

can joyfully project ourselves toward new 

frontiers and revitalize the charism in 

traditional educational places that are always 

new frontiers for the mission.  The new 

mentality is manifested also in gestures of 

humanity, goodness, and practical 

benevolence.  Our communities need these 

signs, given serenely and, perhaps without 

effort, but efficacious in giving new energy to 

the realties in which we live”. 

Creative Processes 

Creativity, according to many researchers, 

is a quality that is present in every person. 

Beginning from human nature, it is a 

resource from which to draw the different 

occasions of life and work.  From here we 

discern the value attributed to all efforts to 

render behavior, thought, commitment to 

development, and to the stimulation of all 

individual empowerment more creative. 

Creativity- from the psychological point of 

view – is like a luminous fountain, like water 

from a spring, that acts subconsciously, and 

for this reason it is not accessible to all in the 

same way.  It is powerful energy, and at the 

same time, a source of that energy.  It 

generates new ideas, favors the solution of 

problems in an original way drawing from the 

depths of oneself .  Every expression of 

creativity is like the construction of one‟s own 

individual physiognomy.  It allows for the 

realization of a process of awareness and 

exploration, going beyond known ways and 

established designs, linked to shared spaces.  

In the creative moment, the person is in 

contact with their own subconscious 

dimensions and must accept the rise of 

“leaping” the confines of the ego to immerse 

self in a sea of unexpected ideas and images. 

The creative process is slow, gradual, and 

follows a few steps.  There is a  first phase of 

preparation.  One is immersed in a reality to 

get to know it, gathering information.  

There follows a time of incubation where the 

subconscious may express and liberate itself.  

This deals with a time of confusion and 

expectation, marked by struggle, and even by 

pain and anxiety.  

The third passage is that of inspiration, 

characterized by ideas, intuitions that at times 

burst forth in unexpected ways. 

The last phase, that of evaluation, flows from 

organization and creative accomplishment.   

This is a simplification.  In reality, the creative 

process goes beyond rigid phases and 

depends on subconscious processes in which 

all is composed, decomposed, overlaps. 

However, the creative process seems to 

come from the “chaos” of inner complexity, 

from a communication between the internal 

and external, between subconscious and 

aware dimension of the ego, that which 

allows for a creative outcome.  Pablo 

Picasso‟s  saying: “I do not seek, I find ”, 

helps  us to understand that the creative 

process is the capacity to lodge in the depths 

of self, to find what one is looking for. 

The insight could be sudden, unexpected.  It 
is a development that does not come from the 
idea of reason, but from other deeper “ideas”.  
The works of art, the great discoveries and 
institutions were born in this way. When one 
stops thinking about the solutions to the 
problem, he/she relaxes and allows the 
acquisitions made to work “on their own”, in 
the depths. 
 
A creative life 

Living a creative life is in proportion to the 
construction of a creative personality, is a 
possibility accessible to all.  In psychology the 
concept of creativity is central to the process 
of identification-realization of one‟s 
uniqueness and differentiation from others; it 
is considered in itself to be a creative 
process.  Therefore, defining a personality on 
the basis of generalizations or statistic traits, 
means subtracting peculiar potential from the 
person, fixing it like a photograph, taking 
away that which principally makes them a 
person, i.e., the possibility of continual 
change, self-transforming, changing their  



 
 
existential journey, and therefore the most 
profound way of  being. 
 
If we do not believe in the way of creatively 
living one‟s own life, we give in to 
psychological determinism that paints a static 
and false image of personality.  Every 
definition that an external observer could give 
of self crystallizes our image, while we always 
go beyond the definitions that others give us.  
The psychological development is modified 
and progresses throughout our existential 
course, and the more we are aware of every 
transformation that comes about in us, the  
more we can assimilate and develop the 
complexity of our nature, rendering ourselves 
ever more open to inner growth with the traits 
that belong to us, even those that are  most 
twisted and problematic. 
 
This is the creative modality that makes of 
our existence something similar to a work of 
art, showing that we have greater need of 
“objects” rather than “subjects”, and we tend 
to “exclude” creative individuals who react 
individually, independent from uniformity, to 
move in conformity according to their own 
convictions. 
 In order to live a creative life it is important to 
know yourself and to know the culture of 
today, not allowing yourself to be caught up in 
routine, not limiting yourself to mere  
repetition.  Creativity is linked especially to a 
journey of inner freedom, of clarity of goals 
and journeys.  It is also linked to the capacity 
for a glance of hope to discover the 
“newness” that lies in self, and in the reality  
that is on the horizon.  For us, it also lies in 
total trust in the Spirit that continues to work 
and build history. 
 

 

 

 

Tomorrow will have your eyes 

It is a gift to know how to see and interpret 

ourselves, persons, history, the time in which 

we are living, in a clear way. I would like to 

share the reflection on of a “creative” person, 

Luigi Verdi in his text “Tomorrow will have 

your eyes” where he comments on the 

passage of Jeremiah 1, 11:  “Jeremiah, what 

do you see?  I see the branch of an almond 

tree”.  “What Jeremiah saw at that time was 

not the flower of a branch during springtime, 

but one during the harshest season of the 

year, that of sudden frost. 

During this difficult season we must have 

eyes that are attentive to the signs that are 

already within winter, knowing how to grasp 

that which is being born in the passage 

toward springtime.  We must never despair, 

but must listen to the subtle voice that speaks 

in the night, when all noise stops, to 

contemplate the stars, to understand the way 

to be followed and to be there when love 

awakens.  

 It is not outside of us but rather within that 

something can change, and the mere fact of 

having desired the dawn of something new 

will not have been in vain” (pp 65-66). 

gteruggi@cgfma.org 
 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 Culture  

I have confidence in young people 

because ….. 

Interview with  Sr. Rosa Jaeok  Ryu 

(Korea)  

By  Mara Borsi 

 … They are open; they are the holy land of 
every FMA, where each of us is called to 
encounter God.  
 
For me, having confidence in the young 
people means also believing in the efficacy of 
the spirituality  of Don Bosco the educator, 
confessing the goodness of God that created 
the human person. 
 

Young people have taught me many things, 
and sharing life with them has shown me the 
importance of practicing the Preventive 
System. The new generations need reasons 
to live, they need  educators and teachers 
who are real, authentic. 
I had some interesting experiences in 
summer camps where I was able to meet 
adolescents and young people .Sometimes 
non-believers wanted to participate in the 
proposed initiatives for young Catholics to 
deepen their faith. Young people enjoy being 
with their friends, even if sometimes they are 
not fully aware of our proposals. It happened, 
therefore, that those boys who just wanted to 
have fun came camping with us. 
It is clear that the implementation of the 
formative proposal is difficult in these cases. 
Several times I had to talk and obtain real 
contracts in order to move forward and carry 
out the program of studying the faith. Often, 
clarifying the experience that I was offering, I 
had to ask the young people who were non-
believers or not correctly motivated, to return 
home. 
 
The conversation, the calmly, lovingly 
explained reasons...I must say that almost 
always produced in the uncertain and 
apparently resistant participants the decision 
to remain and to try to submit to the rules of 
the formative experience. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I also found myself faced with young non- 
believers who, after having committed 
themselves and followed the program for a 
whole day, late at night told me clearly that 
the proposals were not according for their 
expectations and were not at all interesting.  
Challenged  to show the reasons for Christian 
faith and hope, with the only weapon of 
dialogue and patience, I offered them new 
reasons to reflect and to stay.  As they said 
goodbye at the end of the camp season, the 
young non- believers or those who had not 
been correctly motivated, told me that they 
had a different, more practical idea of the 
Christian vision of life, and at other times they 
showed their joy for having faced the struggle 
of an experience that was far different from 
what they had experimented until then. These 
are testimonies that undoubtedly instill 
courage and trust in the capacity of young 
people to accept proposals that are even far 
distant from their experiences and mentality. 
 
I believe in the young people because …   
 
…. They know how to recognize the good of 
those who love them in a gratuitous way...  In 
my educational work I have experienced that 
the young people of these, our times of 
“media connections” are insecure and always 
seeking approval. 
In Korea, schools send their own students to 
our educational centers so that they may be 
able to participate in programs of personality 
formation.  The boys and girls who arrive are 
usually very difficult, disoriented, and 
shattered, and are therefore used to feeling 
that they are out of place and are only 
scolded.  They then retaliate with deviant 
behavior. 
I frequently find myself faced with extreme 
situations:  young people who try to get out of 
formative situations by drinking on the hide to  



 
the point of feeling ill so as to say that they 
are unwell and so they have to stay in bed.  
In these cases it is loving kindness that wins 
them over.  The Sisters do not scold them, do 
not react with strictness, but they  give them 
suitable nourishment, and then by their 
closeness have them understand that in this 
environment adults are not enemies, but 
friends.  The effect of the goodness as a 
system is that of a committed and aware 
participation.  Certainly, at times the 
challenges and provocations I would say are 
terrible...However, if  we succeed in being 
strong in patience and goodness, loving 
kindness wins them over by using the 
weapons of persuasion and reason. 
 
I believe in young people because ….   
 
…. They are capable of God. . Of allowing 
themselves to question the lifestyle of 
Christians and of us as Christian educators.  . 
In recent years I have become convinced of 
the importance of the explicit proclamation of 
the Christian faith and I have experienced t  

 
confidence in the young people is in 
proportion to my confidence in God‟s work. 
If I encounter God in my daily life, I will be 
able to see His presence working in the 
young people, and it will become natural that 
I have confidence in them! 

Young people today, especially the 
poorest, are the wealth and the greatest 
treasure that God entrusts to us. They are 
the theological place, the holy land where 
He speaks to us, inviting us to conversion 
to live the charism of prevention as a 
renewed covenant with Him and with all 
people who share responsibility for the 
educational mission. 
As in a family, the young people offer 
their original and creative contribution, 
according to age and level of maturity, 
becoming protagonists in their own 
growth and in that of the entire educating 
community.  
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 Pastoral-ly 
 
Oratory:  What Passion! 

Anna Mariani 

 

The experience of the Oratory is the typical 

characteristic of  Salesian  work. Don Bosco 

and Mother Mazzarello began "from the 

streets", the place where young people 

gathered without asking anything of them.  

Mother Mazzarello, physically weakened 

because of her bout with typhoid, passed 

from the experience of limitations to the 

challenge of the mission, and allowed herself 

to be challenged by the Lord to whom she 

entrusted herself and in whom she trusted. 

The response to her doubts , uncertainty, and 

restlessness was not long in coming.  For her 

also Mary‟s intervention became an indication 

and a proposal of the way:  “I entrust them to 

you”. 

The dream 

 “On the way...” it did not matter if the street 

was in the great city of Turin or on the little 

frontiers of Mornese, what counted was the 

street, inhabited by the young people who, in 

their thoughtlessness asked for reasons of 

life and motives for hope, and called for 

support and leadership.  Being in the 

trenches is, therefore, necessary to meet with 

young people and attract them to a life 

experience that opens to educational 

dialogue and creates positive and 

constructive relationships, creates an 

environment. 

What kind of Oratory for  today? 

 

Questioned as an educating community 
today we dream of an open Oratory, one 
in which a crowd of young people, small 

and big, can meet and live an experience 
of celebration together, one of joy, 
friendship, leadership, commitment, and 
of encounter with Jesus.  Passing from 
the dream to the building of an educatinal 
environment of life today requires an 
attitude of “being on the street”, but also a 
mentality of change and planning 
beginning from what already exists. 
 
 
The dream... beginning from what is 

already existing 

 

Re-defining borders, methods, and the 
organization itself of the Oratory- Youth 
Center to be a proposal offered to the 
young people today requires a re-reading 
of the existing structure beginning from 
an original dream. There are a few 
questions that are a priority. 
Which are the activities and proposals 
offered by the OYC?  Through which 
initiatives, times and  
entities are decisions made in the life of 
the oratory?  Are there definitions of roles 
and organization of tasks on the oratory 
level and in the individual activities ? 
How old are the young people who 
frequent our oratory?  Gender? Social 
class or origin?   Is there an “archive” of 
members or merely estimates only for 
information?  What are the times when 
there is a greater presence and what type 
of young people attend?  What are the 
main educational goals pursued in the 
oratory?  Are they written somewhere?  
Are they clear to all who collaborate in the 
work of the Oratory? What is the external 
reality with which we are in particular 
contact ?  What are the economic 
resources for oratory activitie? 
 

Words for...  a new type of planning 

 

The Oratory-Youth Center is an experience of 

life with and for young people.  There are 



many conditions.  A few seem to us to be 

priority.   

Formation 

This needs to be thought of in a more 

efficacious way for complex environments 

where the levels of freedom and uncertainty 

are higher.  More than a cumulative capacity, 

it is the ability to learn to reflect, and to 

communicate with the outside and inner 

world.  It is a willingness to re-think the need 

for formation open to thinking about itself, to 

propose for itself ideas and forms that are 

congruent with the need to develop capacities 

and competencies in the environment, in 

persons, and in society. 

Group 

The greater part of things that I learn about 
myself I learn by observing my relationships 
with others.  When I examine myself I’m 
actually looking at the results of a previous 
encounter.  Perceptions are not things, but 
relationships.  Nothing, including myself, 
exists on its own; this is an illusion of words. I 
am in a relationship that is always changing. 
(Hugh Prother). 

The group is fundamental to the Oratory 

experience.  It favors the capacity to 

understand and re-structure one‟s way of 

thinking and acting...it offers a useful and 

efficacious context for the development of the 

experience of re-enforcing one‟s own 

individual identity simultaneously to that of 

self-perception as a very distinct part, but still 

a part, of the whole that is constituted by the 

reality of the world. 

The encounter with its personal and collective 

dimension favors processes in condition to 

develop in the individuals a greater self-

awareness, a greater capacity to be faithful to  

 

 

 

self socially, and therefore to participate in 

cultural life and be open it to ecclesial life. 

Educating Community 

In a time of complexity it is not possible to 

educate if we do not build environment, 

climate, and community.  A community that 

before “doing‟ strives “ to be”.  We place 

ourselves in a daily listening to the voice of 

the Spirit, we allow ourselves to be formed by 

the Word of God and by the circumstances, 

to become a sign and expression of the love 

of God.  An educating community that is an 

attentive presence, that offers reasons for life 

and hope and witnesses and proclaims by 

their life faith in the God of Jesus. 

Territory 

It is not only outside, around the person, but 

also within the person, it passes through him; 

it is the place of his history.  This unfolds in 

time, but lives and is nourished in a territory, 

in places, in an environment, in a “habitat”.  

The territory, therefore, is understood as a 

social place in the integral growth of the 

human person. 

 Animation-Evangelization-Preventive 

System 

The word animation today is still the best 

word to explain the idea of the Preventive 

System  seen as a model of educational and 

social intervention, as a lifestyle that is 

translated into a spirituality. 

The Salesian challenge in the Oratory is to 

involve the young people in a life experience 

that combines the invocation and the need for 

mystery that exists in the heart of every 

person with faith, the gift of grace that comes 

from above. 

  

 

comunicazione@fmairo.net 

 



  
Women in the Context 
 
Faithful Women 
 
Paola Pignatelli 
Bernadette Sangma 
 
 
Fidelity: is this an archaic concept ? 
Evaluating the results of many surveys, it 
seems that the word “fidelity” has become 
an archaic concept, out of style.   

In a world where a transitory, mobility, and 
the “everything-now” mentality predominates, 
fidelity is seen as a tendency to rigidity, a 
meaningless  clinging to the past.  In this 
climate, making a long term commitment, i.e., 
for life, signifies imprisoning self in a cage 
and limiting one‟s freedom, renouncing the 
possibility to change.   Such an orientation is 
seen in the following of a life ideal and in 
interpersonal relationships, especially in the 
marriage sector. 

In fact, according to some marriage lawyers, 
infidelity is becoming the rule rather than the 
exception; it appears, furthermore, that in this 
sector there really reigns the “par condicio”, 
and that men and women are more or less on 
the same level, even though statistics show 
that feminine infidelity is slightly less than 
male infidelity.  This situation is particularly 
accentuated in the Western world. 

On this horizon, can we venture to speak of 
faithful women? 

In reality, a glance focused only the negative 
would not be objective, incapable of 
recognizing the constant dedication of so 
many women in the twists and turns of daily 
life, at work, in the family, and in the will to 
follow an ideal.  They are the ones who 
witness to the fidelity that is not an archaic 
concept, nor an outdated value, but a reality 
colored with love in all seasons of life. 

Let us attempt to turn our eyes to a few of 
them because they shine... 

…Like bright stars 
 
On October 1, 2011, the daily newspaper 
Saturday Nation of Kenya dedicated an entire 
page to the event of a prisoner condemned to 
death in 1999.  Following the item, the 
sentence was reduced to life imprisonment.  
From that time on, Kaberia Itaaru, 52. who 
had been a teacher in a secondary school, 
published three books: The Joys of Solitude, 
My Treasure, I Am Waiting  and Letters to My 
Wife. This last publication is the expression of 
love for his wife who, notwithstanding his life 
behind bars, continued to love him. In the 
book, Itaaru promises, gives and reinforces 
hope to his wife who never stopped waiting 
for him with a heart burning with love.  He 
says that his wife was his support during the 
penal process and later in prison, during the 
long time of detention, and because of this, 
his time was different from that of the other  
prisoners who had been abandoned by their 
families.  “She was a true friend”, said Itaaru.  
His wife , also a teacher, remained the pillar 
that supported the family and kept it united, 
continuing to carry out the education of three 
children who had become university students. 
How can such a noble choice define this 
woman? 
 
“Fidelity or true love" 
This seems to be a suitable response to the 
question, but it is actually the title of the latest 
book by Michele Marzano that came out in 
May 2011.  In this book, the author holds that 
there is no love without a promise of fidelity 
and that “an unfaithful love is as  absurd a 
contradiction as a square circle”.  Her 
definition of the term brings out especially the 
fidelity that animates and supports the 
interpersonal relationship.  She states:  
“Being faithful means sharing your own 
space-the space of your body, of your words, 
of your silences, and taking a chance that the 
other will also accept sharing their own space 
with the person who is loved, without 
destroying or brutally abandoning them, 
leaving them empty. 



It 

means accepting the challenge of allowing 
oneself to be touched by that which is buried 
in some part of the deep recesses of their 
being, in the intermediate space between 
inside and out, in the ego and non-ego, in 
body and language, without giving the other, 
finally, a bond to grasp:  the rhythm of their 
breathing, the trembling of a glance. Seen in 
this way, fidelity reveals a depth, a 
consistency that  encroaches upon mystery, 
bringing us to God, rock and foundation of 
every faithfulness. 

These are stories of life that tell of a 
succession of faces which, in time, have 
known how to keep solitude and tears only for 
love, hearts that remained waiting, hoping 
against every hope, for a return, a change, a 
conversation.  Silences capable of smoothing   

 

 

contentions, working through conflicts, 
betrayals, of regaining balance by forgiving, 
or simply hearts that are intensely in love, 
capable of remaining in a deep relationship 
that no longer needs words to tell of mutual 
trust and being there for one another. 

Before these daily examples, can we, in a 
spousal journey with Jesus, the Absolute and 
faithful partner “until the end”, live fidelity only 
as “a fundamental law of chastity” or a 
profound, undeniable need of the heart”  Are 
His choices, His Word, His provocations, for 
us a passionate “yes” of sharing life “in good 
times and bad” total and all encompassing 
belonging to a life entrusted to Him forever? 
 
paolapignatelli@hotmail.com 
sangmabs@gmail.com 
 
 
 



 MOSAIC 

Questions of Religion and 

Human Rights 

Anna Rita Cristaino 

Mosaic:  a pictorial composition obtained 

through the use of fragments of materials 

(tiles) of different kinds and colors.  

In this space we will meet with  observers 

and experts on the world scene to be able 

to add new ideas to the interpretation of 

the picture of the actual reality . 

We begin with Chantal Delsol, 

philosopher and founder of the Center for 

European Studies (Hannah Arendt 

Institute) at the Paris-Est University, 

titular member of the Institut de France 

and author of many studies, among which 

is the most recentt L’age du renoncement 

(The Age of Renunciation). 

In her text, when asked to give a 

definition of Christianity in the Western 

world, she says that Christianity, 

understood as Christian culture that  runs 

through  politics, society and customs is 

living a period of deep crisis. 

For her, during the present era, there is a 

restoration of ways of being and of 

thinking comparable to those that 

preceded Western Christianity, and that 

have continued to exist in the world 

outside of it:  theories inspired by 

teachers of wisdom and paganism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This feeds the renunciation that seems to 

be a disposition of the contemporary soul.  

The renunciation of the seeking for what 

is true, renunciation of progress in actual 

rights, of personal freedom.  The 

consequences can be read in the 

substitution of truth with a tangible good, 

the substitution of  the dogma of faith with 

the revitalization of myths. One passes 

from a linear vision of time to a circular 

one, from monotheism to paganism or 

pantheism, from a humanism for freedom 

to a humanism for protection, from 

democracy to a seeking for consensus, 

from fervor to a sense of “let it go”. 

On the basis of her studies, she tells us  

that the political and economic crisis  that 

is striking most countries of the world, 

deep down is a crisis that comes from the 

renunciation of  the human person, of 

politics understood as service and also as 

a spirituality.  Speaking of human rights, 

she further says:  “We find ourselves in a 

time in which the display of human rights 

without asking ourselves what the person 

is, ends up by interpreting human rights 

as the  type of a precipitating course 

toward great freedom, emancipation, and 

equality.  If we claim too much equality 

we end up with lack of differentiating, for 

example, the theory of gender.  Too much 

freedom generates laxity.  Thus we exit 

the sector of  safeguarding to take on the 

ideology of human rights: the “rights of 

man himself”, as deleterious like any 

other ideology”. 

arcristaino@cgfma.org  



 



 

 

 

 Communication and Truth  

 

 Maria Antonia Chinello 

 Patrizia Bertagnini  

Inside and Outside of the Net 

Asociación Juvenil “La Cantera Salesiana” 

(Marbella - Spagna) 

Sr.María del Mar García Claro, known as 

Marimar by all, is responsible for the free time 

Ministry of free time of the Colegio María 

Auxiliadora di Marbella (Málaga, Spagna). 

Her days unfurl between the classrooms 

where she teaches the Social Sciences, 

History of Music and Religion, and the more 

than ample courtyards of the Youth Center.  

Colegio María Auxiliadora has two 

headquarters:  one in the center if Marbella 

where there is a small nursery and primary 

school, and one clinging to the side of La 

Concha mountain in the La Cantera 

neighborhood from which the youth 

association constituted three years ago takes 

its name. 

“I am a happy FMA because I have always 

had the good fortune to work in free time 

animation”, says Sr. Marimar.  It was and is 

an experience that has allowed her to mature 

in some of her convictions. 

Assisted by a little group of parents and 

animators, Sr. Marimar rolls up her sleeves 

and, like Don Bosco, has made sure that the 

initiatives, the activities of the Youth Center 

have been transparent, be it for the economic 

management, or for the animation of content.  

Beyond this, after having foreseen a journey 

of formation and accompaniment for  

 

 

animators, parents, educators and  

 

 

 

collaborators, she became aware of the need 

to invest even in channels and ways of the 

Social networks, so that information and 

communication does not only travel safely 

over wires, but may reach the young people 

where they can be found. 

Come to “Tuenti” (Facebook) 

The Asociación Juvenil La Cantera Salesiana 

recognized as an educational community in 

the territory is the idea behind the educational 

project which gathers under a single logo all 

activities of the Colegio María Auxiliadora, 

carried out in the two locations. Beginning 

from this idea of coordination, which allows 

for a "public face" for the presentation of 

projects and economic funding, it was natural 

to land  on the Internet to weave links among 

the many groups that have arisen in the 

School and Youth Centre, and to coordinate 

and harmonize the endless activities and 

initiatives that Salesian creativity invents. 

“Thus we went to research for a social space 

on the Internet, in Web 2.0, that could 

respond to the needs put forth from the 

Marbella context, taking into account that the 

the city did not have any center for higher 

studies.  Once the boys and girls completed 

secondary school, if they wanted to frequent 

a university they had to go to Málaga or 

Granada. Goodbye then to the presence in 

groups of faith, to the commitments of 

animation.”  



By accident we came across Tuenti, the 

Spanish Facebook, which, different from the 

American giant, is based on a few interesting 

characteristics.  The most important being 

that one can enter into the Tuenti site only if 

you are invited by someone whom you 

already know. 

 

The double thread of communication 

In the Tuenti profile of Cantera all 

communication passes through the boys and 

girls, because even if there they know about 

it,  the littlest ones cannot sign on because a 

good number of the parents are hesitant to 

use this channel. On these pages one is 

informed of activities, there is a commentary 

on the initiatives in act, and birthdays are 

celebrated...”It is a site where great cordiality 

reigns.  “Free Time” requires much dedication 

and educational passion, and also very much 

creativity, and it needs a group that shares, 

because being there is not the prerogative of 

one person.  It requires that there be an echo 

of the “goodness” that the new technologies 

in society and the present time to be offered 

for the benefit of young people.” 

In other words, it is a question of heart.  If as 

Salesians the best encounter with the Lord 

given to us is the contemplation of a 

playground in action during the evening, even 

the e-mails and notice boards, crowded with 

messages in the Tuenti section, like other 

social networks, invite us to a same loving 

presence in the midst of young people. 

Courtyard  2.0 becomes visible, filling the 

playground of the Youth Center:  a beehive of 

movement, bicycles, skates, kiosks, dance, 

music, song,  scooters, basketballs, laughter, 

running, chatter, stops in the chapel...And the 

story continues.  

 

To be invited by  Sr.. Marimar and visit the 

pages of  La Cantera on Tuenti, write to: 

garciaclaro@yahoo.es 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 

VISIBILITY 

Yet it is not enough to know the truth, nor is it 

enough to speak it.  The first letter of John is 

explicit:  Every Christian is asked to put it into 

practice (cfr John1  1,6),i.e., to make it 

present.   

The criteria of visibility is, therefore, the 

foundation of relationships that Truth has with 

people; not so much in virtue of a generic 

principle of clarity and transparency, but 

rather by reason of its very nature. 

Seeking the Truth does not come only from 

the moral obligations that urge us to cultivate 

virtue such as sincerity of words, honesty in 

relationships, uprightness in choices, rather it 

is the natural dimension of the origins of the 

being that makes of it the goal to which the 

person incessantly tends (cfr CCC 2467) and 

that justifies this tension. 

The Gospel of John comes to our aid(1,17-

18).  The full manifestation of God is in that  

Word become flesh and comes to live in the 

midst of humanity; the principle of the 

incarnation calls each Christian to make 

visible the Word in the presence, inviting 

him/her to move from narration to witness; 

from confrontation to contact. 

In this way, in virtue of the same principle, the 

presence on the net requires that Truth 

should not simply be on display in a virtual 

showcase which, no matter how attractive, 

remains far from the lives of people.  Truth 

itself, so as not to betray its proper nature, 



needs to take life from social relationships 

and vest itself with practicality; to become 

close to a humanity that is lost and tired.  

That same humanity that still today asks for a 

caress, expects a smile, dreams of an 

embrace...or even a handshake...but not by 

e-mail! 

mac@cgfma.orgsuorpa@gmail.com 

 

YOU ENTRUST THEM TO ME 

This is My Place 

Anna Rita Cristaino 

Studying the meaning of the FMA 

vocation is an opportunity to reflect on the 

culture and vocational ministry.  

Mariluce Mesquita dos Santos belongs to the 

ethnic Barassana group in the community of 

Bela -Vista, in the district of Pari- Cachoeira, 

in Brazil.  He is the second of eight children 

and has known the Sisters since he was 

eleven years old. 

“When I was in the Bela-Vista community I 

was in the lower grades.  At home my mother 

taught be to pray and I was well accompanied 

by her because she spoke to me of Don 

Bosco, Laura Vicuña, Dominic Savio”.  

Various ethnic groups live in the community 

of Bela-Vista, among whom there is Mariluce 

who has lived  according to the traditions of a 

life in common among the village families 

where sharing and common prayer are a way 

of life.  “My father, who works in the fields, 

had a daily time to share and speak with the 

other men of the village.  In our community 

there were no missionaries, but there were 

indigenous catechists, there was a 

community leader called „the captain‟ and the 

vice-captain, all lay people.” 

At 11 years of age she went to the Collegio di 

Parì Cachoeira as a resident student; it was 

the first time that she had left her family.  “My 

parents accompanied me.  I did not have 

many things, not even too many clothes, 

because in our culture we think of one day at 

a time, without accumulating for tomorrow.” 

Her parents bought her a new hammock, 

clothes, and sandals.  “It was the first time 

that I had worn sandals because I always 

went barefoot.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Sisters she met took care of her and 

gradually taught her to speak Portuguese.  “I 

only spoke Tucan, the language of my 

people.  I could understand a little 

Portuguese, but I could not speak it.”  

Mariluce remained at the school for two years 

then she returned home and could continue 

her studies as a day student.  “I was very 

lively and the assistants said that I made 

them work!  I was used to sleeping little and 

at 5 am I was already up and wanted to do 

everything.” 

Having completed her basic studies, she 

worked in the fields with her parents, but 

cultivating in her heart a dream: “I wanted to 

continue to study and become a teacher to be 

able to help my family and my people!” 

One day her parents told her that it was time 

to think about marriage.  “I was almost 19 

years of age. I spoke to them of my dream.  

They were not convinced because they did 

not have too much confidence in me, but they 

put me to the test and accompanied me to 

São Gabriel , to an aunt, so that I could 

continue to go to the FMA school.”   



I stayed with my aunt for only a year.  I 

wanted to find my home with her, but my 

father insisted that I go as a resident student 

with the Sisters, the only way I could continue 

studying. Mariluce thought about her future 

as a teacher, but had never thought of 

becoming a Sister.  

 

 

 

“As a resident I stayed with the girls who 

were having a vocational experience.  I 

frequently compared myself to them and I 

began to question myself.  I was restless, but 

did  not speak with anyone.  Every day, 

however, I received the Eucharist.  One 

evening at the Good Night a Sister gave her 

vocational witness.  I listened attentively and 

a few things that she said were those that I 

was living.  I prayed to the Lord, wanted to 

understand, but I resisted.  This is how it was 

for three years.  The third year the animator 

called me and said:  „Mariluce, you have a 

vocation‟ and I responded: „No, Sister.  You 

are not Jesus.‟  I said no, but there was great 

tension within me.”  

When her studies were completed , Mariluce 

began to work in Parì Cachoeira as a 

teacher.  She remained there for two years.  

She bought her material and even land on 

which to buid a house.  “Every Sunday I felt 

the need to go to Communion, and I would 

walk from Bela-Vista to Parì Cachoeira for 

Mass.  Before I left, I would straighten up the 

house and start the cooking so that it would 

not be a burden for my mother.  She would 

say to me: “Why are you going? We pray the 

Word here”, but I would answer that I wanted 

to receive Jesus in the Eucharist.  During this 

time I was working in the Oratory and 

catechesis in Bela-Vista.” 

However, at the end of the second year as a 

teacher, Mariluce became aware of the fact 

that she was not happy. “Materially I had 

everything; I could help my family that was 

what I had always dreamed of, but I was not 

happy.”  She spoke with a Sister to ask if she 

could try out and experience with them and 

the Sister told her that they had been waiting 

for this for some time.  “I knew that I would 

find another way of living that was different 

from the one at home, but I wanted to be an 

FMA.” 

The people at  Bela-Vista did not understand: 

“I told them that I was free, that this was my 

life, that I had chosen it freely.  They could 

not understand how I could live without 

marrying, without having children and I told 

them that whoever has a vocation could do 

so.  I arrived at the aspirantate without 

preparing anything.  I used the same clothes 

that I had worn in the village and the Sisters 

who had expected me respected that.” 

During her time as a candidate she wrote to 

her mother and father telling them that she 

had found her place.  “I was very open with 

my formators and I told them: „I do not know 

how to pray.  God does not speak to me.‟  

Every day, then, my assistant would call me 

to meditate with her and thus I learned.  

When I began to meditate on my own, I found 

the Word that I felt was directed to me:  It is 

not you who have chosen me, but I who have 

chosen you”.  Immediately after my 

profession I returned to Parì di Cachoeira and 

began to work for the people of the 

community.  The people welcomed me.  



“They began to accept me when they saw 

that I was faithful to my vocation. One 

beautiful thing in my culture is sharing.  We 

share everything, do everything together, we 

make decisions together and I also found this 

in the FMA communities.  It has been ten 

years that I have been a Sister and I am 

happy. 

arcristaino@cgfma.org 

 

 

 

 





 


