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MADAGASCAR (MDG) 
 
 
Madagascar, also called the red island 
because its land is rich ferrous oxidants, is the 
fourth largest island in the world. It has a 
population of 15 million inhabitants belonging 
to 18 different ethnic groups.  82% live in rural 
areas.  Approximately 75% of the population is 
composed of young people less than 25 years 
of age.  
Madagascar was discovered by the 
Portuguese in the 16th century.  It was later 
influenced by emigrant people such as the 
Indonesians, Africans and Arabs. 
In 1960 it became independent from France. 
Even though there are many different faces, 
cultures and dialects, the Malagasy population 
form one people united by the same language, 
Malagasy 
 
The FMA 
 
The pre-province “Mary, source of life” of 
Madagascar was erected on August 15, 1997. 
The beginning of this presence goes back to 
May 14, 1986 with the foundation of the first 
house at Mahajanga, and it was dependent on 
the Venetian province, “Mary our Queen”.  
It was Bishop Armand Gaêtan 
Razafindratandra, at that time bishop of 
Mahajanga, who asked for the presence of the 
FMA for the education of the young people of 
his diocese. 
The first 5 FMA, 3 Italians, 1 Slovenian and 1 
Croatian, Sr. Caterina Gionco, Sr.Antonia 
Casimiri, Sr. Germana Boschetti, Sr. Marica 
Jelic and Sr. Marjeta Zanjkovic, arrived on 
October 16, 1985, beginning their missionary 
work with an elementary school, the Oratory, a 
center for the advancement of women and a 
dispensary. 
Previously, in 1886, through a letter to Queen 
Ranavalona III, Don Bosco had preceded his 
daughter to Madagascar.  
Today on the red island there are 38 Sisters, 
16 missionaries from 10 nations, 22, 7 
Malagasy, perpetually professed and 15 with 
temporary vows, 4 novices and 2 aspirants.  
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 “Ny fianarana no lovasoa tsara” Study is 
the best inheritance. 
(Malagsy proverb)  
 

 
 
 
 
The works 
 
The FMA are present in 

� Betafo, with a nursery and primary 
school, the boarding school, oratory-
youth center, parish works and work for 
the advancement of women.  

� Fianarantsoa, with an elementary 
school, oratory-youth center, catechesis 
, and professional formation 

� Ivato, with an orphanage, oratory-youth 
center, catechesis, and professional 
formation. 

� Mahajanga, with a nursery school, 
primary and middle school, technical 
school, catechesis, oratory-youth 
center, works for the advancement of 
women and literacy classes.  

 
 
 
There are many young people in Madagascar, 
and therefore instruction and professional 
formation are a challenge for the FMA, a way 
of putting into practice today the formation of 
“good Christians and honest citizens, of giving 
many young people the possibility of 
competently entering the world of work so that 
they can better contribute to their own nation 
and to the support of their families.  
Characteristic of the Malagasy people is the joy 
of knowing how to live together and to share.  
This helps the Salesian charism to find a fertile 
soil in this nation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


