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25 Years of Project Africa 
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ANGOLA  (ANG) 

 

The pre-province of “Rainha da Paz” (ANG) was instituted on January 22, 2004.  The foundation of 

the first community in Angola came from the promotion of Project Africa and the first Sisters arrived 

from 4 Brazilian Provinces.  At the beginning, therefore, they were connected to the St.Catherine of 

Sienna Province of São Paolo, Brazil.  

In 1992 the three houses of Angola became part of the Province of St. John Bosco, Mozambique, and 

they have remained us for 12 years. 

Angola is a nation that was in a state of war from 1961 to 2002 

The people of Angola are very welcoming and open despite much suffering.  The greater part of the 

people live with the hope of better days, and therefore they do not lose hope and continue to struggle to 

survive. 

 
THE FMA 

The FMA who presently make up the pre-province number 26, 10 native Sisters and 16 missionaries. 

There are five communities: Luanda (1983), Cacuaco (1988), Kalulo (1991), Benguela (1999), and 

Luena (2002), that carry out the following activities:  

-  2 nursery schools; 5 elementary schools and 2 high schools, 1 Institute for higher studies, 4 

elementary schools in the villages.  

- Professional courses: pastry chefs, decoration, typing and secretarial , informatics, shoe repair, 

baking, sewing and manual arts, English, free time activities 

- 5 Oratories – Youth Centers with groups and associations  

- Catechesis is carried out in all centers and in the parishes where the FMA are entrusted with the 

formation of catechists.  Thousands of children, adolescents and young people are thus reached.   
 
Thanks to the help of benefactors and the government, the schools are gratis and so they can work with 

the poorest children.  In 1992, while the nation was at war, the Center for the youngest and neediest 

was opened with the PAM program, (World Alimentary Program)-Caritas that feeds 200 children who, 

for the greater part, suffer malnutrition.  This lasted until 1998 when everything was transformed into a 

more formal educational work, with programs proper to nursery school.  The children continued to 

receive two meals a day.  Even today the professional courses continue to function.  Presently there are 

courses in informatics, typing and secretarial skills, English and sewing.  On Saturday, Don Bosco 

Center fills with approximately 3000 children and young people for catechesis.  The present 

community is composed of 5 Sisters and three young people who are discerning their vocation.  What 

characterizes the community in Cacuaco is the serene welcome of many children and young people and 

the collaboration with the laity.  The greater part of the young people feels that the Center is their 

home. 
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Educating a woman means educating a village 
(Angolan Proverb)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CACUACO: The House of St. John Bosco 
 
 
Cacuaco is a town of approximately 500,000 
inhabitants and it is about 15 Km from the 
capital, Luanda. 
The FMA house was established during the 
years when the people were leaving the area 
because the war and arriving in the capital and 
its outskirts. 
The house of St. John Bosco was founded 
during the centenary of the death of Don 
Bosco, in 1988.  The FMA presence was 
requested by the local bishop to promote 
pastoral work in the area through the Institute 
Beginnings were difficult, especially because it 
was during wartime.  The first Sisters, however, 
were courageous and immediately began with 
catechesis and the oratory.  
When the situation of the country changed, 
they began a professional center for literacy 
and the training of young people for work.  The  
 

 
first literacy group was constituted in 1991.  At 
the request of the local scholastic authorities, 
they began an elementary school and the 
Center was transformed into Don Bosco 
School, recognized by the government in 1998.  
During the same year, the school was officially 
recognized by UNESCO for the education to 
peace. 
As time passed, they could not respond 
completely to the needs of the children, so 
classes were open also in the villages. 
Today, with the help of benefactors, they have 
been able to build two classrooms in 4 villages 
where the children have regular classes and, 
with the help of the local people, all the chapels 
of the villages have been rebuilt. 
So it is that the Don Bosco School is extended 
also to the surroundings of the city of Cacuaco 
and has 1400 students from the first 
elementary to the third year of high school.  

 
  
 
 


