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Are we truly
all free and

equal ?
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The world that I want is a world where all girls
can study and not like what is happening in Teheran.

Teheran is the city where my father came from
and where he tried so hard to find work.

He told me that the girls who study there could even
be punished and they must hide when they study.

This is not right.
And it is not fair that some persons must leave their country
and their friends and relatives because there is no freedom.

Like my Dad did.
A perfect world would have all free people

and help them to find work.
Girls like my sister Fatima should have work after

she gets her diploma. Instead she who knows three languages goes
from one little job to another, without contracts.

I would want a new world, different, with greater freedom
and more work for all girls.

And I mean work that is real, equal in everything to all
that the boys have.

Antonella, 11 years old

Difficult Freedom
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Are we truly free and equal? Will I succeed in
being so?
There are those who move silently in the shadow of
the night to rob the wealth of a bank, and there are
those who in the solitude of the soul walk silently
and think to unveil the riches of themselves.
The first is a number; the second a soul.
There are persons who feel important, commanding
a vast army, commanding a nation, being the head
of a company, being the owner of vast villas.
There are persons who feel important because of
the love of a friend.
The first are only numbers; the second are souls.

Anna, 12 years of age
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In a slum in Cebu in the Philippines there is an Internet Café that offers broad band
connection with the rest of the world.
In a place where everything is lacking, the opportunities offered by the Internet are infinite.
but along with the opportunities there are risks on the Net.
A growing number of young people are involved in a dangerous circle of sexual
exploitation by online strangers.
Fifteen year old Angelo began to connect with men in chat rooms.
“I met many friends in chat rooms. They told me that I could have earned money by
chatting.”
Angelo is online with men from North America and Europe for many hours each day.
“They tell me:  I will send you money if you pose naked online.  I do it and they send me
the money.” In this way I can help my mother, my sister and her children.”

UNICEF supports initiatives in the Philippines that involve Internet Cafes to convince the
managers to remove private rooms where there are performances requested by foreign
users.
It also promotes a code of conduct for the Internet Cafes in order to make access to the net
safer for young generations.

Source: Il Mondo Domani 30 (2009) 6,3.


