
 
Message for the solemnity of Mother Mazzarello 

May 13, 2010 
 

 
Sister Yvonne Reungoat 

 
Dearest Sisters,  
 
The feast of Mary Mazzarello is particularly significant for all of us and I want to 
reach you with a heart somewhat similar to hers, the heart of a mother who cannot 
resist the desire to be near all her daughters and wants to embrace all of them. 
 
I wish every community and each of you a happy feast of St. Mary Domenica.  This 
greeting is extended to the young people, the laity who share our daily life, all the 
past pupils who want to deepen their spiritual journey. 
 
On this festive day, I would like the voice of Mother Mazzarello to resound in each of 
us personally as she asks, “Are you cheerful?”  And to all of us together, “Are you 
cheerful?” 
 
May this question, repeated in all her letters, be an echo that crosses the world from 
East to West and from North to South.  May it be received, above all, as an invitation 
to make the source of joy overflow and not let it remain enclosed in the depths of our 
being.  ‘Joy is the sign of a heart that loves God very much’, Mother Mazzarello 
often repeated.  Joy must accompany our journeys of conversion to love.  It roots us 
in the Paschal mystery of Jesus, which we celebrate in the Liturgy of these days.  Joy 
may flow even from suffering, if this is united to the redemptive suffering of Jesus.  I 
experienced this in the visits I have made these months.  Joy is the companion of 
humility and charity. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to express special thanks.  I thank you for the prayers 
that you have offered for me and for the many gestures of solidarity on the feast of 
gratitude at the world level.  The educating communities have been very generous 
and the initiatives, even the smallest, are signs of the creativity that is born in hearts 
capable of loving.  They have changed something in the world.   Some secrets are 
known only to God and they are fruitful! 
 
We are seeking to respond to the great emergencies that have arisen in this period, 
particularly in Haiti, and also in Chile.  One objective that we want to reach thanks to 
the solidarity of the Institute and the search for other financial sources, is to assure 
the conditions needed to render the continuation of the educative mission possible.  
This will give hope and trust to the young people and to their families.  
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I am grateful for the messages received from the communities, the individual sisters, 
the laity, and the children and young people.  They express the choice of self-
limitation in order to help those who are in need right now.  God blesses these signs 
of deep humanity. 
 
I thank you with Mother Mazzarello for the personal and community commitment to 
live daily gestures of reconciliation.  I have received moving testimonies from the 
educating communities as well.  I have grasped how much joy there is in you for 
having undertaken and consolidated this journey.  It has unified you interiorly in love 
and that has made you more courageous in communicating to the young people, the 
good news that Jesus is risen and that He is our true happiness. 
 
Let us receive the words of Mother Mazzarello, “I urge you to love one another, to 
love each other with true charity, to be humble, not only in words but with deeds” 
(Cf. L 40).  Daily reconciliation is the way to communion and peace education. 
 
Mother Mazzarello had a missionary heart.  We remember our first sisters as they 
looked at the world map with desire and enthusiasm.  They wanted to leave Mornese 
to go to faraway lands as missionaries who proclaim Jesus to the young of distant 
places. 
 
Today I want to invite the entire Institute to renew this missionary zeal.  Our future 
depends on this!  I pray each day as I wait for the announcement of new missionaries!  
We are called to share our poverty.  The ‘bread’ will multiply because those who give 
are never impoverished! 
 
I wish you a holy and happy feast of Mother Mazzarello.  I assure you that on May 
24, in the Basilica in Turin, I will place the life of the Institute in the hands of Mary 
Help of Christians.  It is Hers.  I entrust Her with all your intentions and in particular, 
I will ask her for the vocations which the Institute and the Salesian Family need. 
 
I share with all of you the joy of being a Daughter of Mary Help of Christians on a 
journey of joyful openness to daily holiness. 
 


